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PREFACE 

 

I began researching my family history over thirty years ago and my children grew up picnicking 

in cemeteries. It became the norm for them to spend their weekends driving around looking 

for cemeteries and wandering around a plethora of graves. As adults, they often get together 

and laugh over some of the incidents that happened while we were on these excursions. It 

did, however, instill in them a love for our heritage. 

It was while visiting my great-grandparents’ grave in the Milbong Pioneer Cemetery and 

seeing how it had deteriorated with neglect over the years, that the seed for this book was 

germinated. During a visit four years ago, I saw that the cemetery had lost its purpose and 

had basically become a cow paddock. I observed animals walking through, and over, what 

was left of my ancestors’ memorials and it brought me to tears, as it does whenever I hear 

reports of vandalism or desecration of our history. 

It was anger and frustration at losing this little piece of our local heritage that motivated me 

to record and compile this small salute to our forefathers and to tell their stories. It was their 

fortitude, resilience and perseverance that contributed to who we are, and enables us to have 

the opportunities we enjoy today. 

A chance remark at my Great Aunt, Margaret Clarke’s funeral introduced me to Paul Faulkner 

and his passion for the Milbong Cemetery.  So began our research into its history and the 

families buried there. Three years on, I have a study full of papers, notes, clipping, emails, 

letters and general memorabilia concerning the history. Another chance encounter with the 

members of the Milbong and District Classic Tractor Club resulted in my being invited to 

present my research and talk to many local families who were also very keen to preserve their 

heritage and acknowledge their ancestors. 

Another pioneer descendant who has a love and passion for the Milbong district and 

cemetery is Peter Gordon, who happily shared lots of memories of his youth in Milbong, and 

the continuing battles to restore the cemetery. 

My thanks also must extend to John Bader, a longtime resident, whose knowledge of the local 

area has been invaluable. 

My desire is that this book is enjoyed and is the tribute to our Milbong pioneer ancestors that 

I would have hoped. It is not meant to be a complete history of Milbong and its residents but 

a snapshot in time. 

 

Carmel Bell 

February 2020 
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MILBONG STORY 

On arrival at the Rest Stop at Milbong today, few would have little idea of the thriving 

community that once occupied this peaceful portion of the very scenic drive between Ipswich 

and Boonah. 

When Captain Patrick Logan and subsequent explorers travelled through the district, they 

noted in their diaries, “this beautiful vale at least half a million acres, excellently watered, and 

fit for any purpose to which it may be applied”. So began the story of the Fassifern Valley. 

Once the regulations prohibiting settlement within a 50-mile radius of the Moreton Bay Penal 

Settlement were abolished on the 10th February 1842, the area was opened to any who were 

able to take advantage of this opportunity.  The first settlers in the area were the extended 

members of Cameron Family who took up leases in Moogerah, Dugandan, Maroon, Coochin, 

Tarome and Fassifern districts. It was when these large leases were broken up, in 1869, that 

population numbers in these areas exploded when a myriad of immigrant families took 

advantage of Government schemes to own their own selections. Many of these families were 

the founders of the small communities along this route. 

The earliest inhabitants of this area were the people of the Yugarapul, or Ugarapul Tribe and 

it was from their language that the original name for Milbong was said to have been derived. 

Several versions of the meaning of the name abound but the consensus is the aboriginal word 

“Yil” meaning “One Eye” and “Bung/Bong” meaning waterhole.  According to the Milbong 

School Centenary Book, “the native word “bong” means “dead” and “mills” an “eye” – “One 

eye dead”. In the creek is a waterhole which closely resembles a large eye, the “One Eye”. Fact 

or fiction? The area was known as “One Eye Waterhole” for many years before it became 

“Milbong”, a corruption of both meanings. 

The first settler in the 

district was thought to be 

Matthew Mullins, followed 

by John Bell, Peter Nelson, 

Robert Gordon, George 

Gordon, Winterbottom 

Taylor, William Casey and 

Robert William Le Grand. 

These men and their 

families, and subsequent 

ones, formed the heart of 

the Milbong community for 

many years. 

At various times throughout the decades, Milbong has been home to a hotel named the 

“Farmers Arms”, leased by Gerald H. Turner, two stores owned by Peter Nelson, another store 

owned by Goff and Edna Llewellyn, the “Blunter Brewery” owned by George Gordon, a 

saddlery, two churches and a school. 

The slab home built by George Gordon before he built “Heatherwick” 
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In the 1890s, the local hotel, “Farmers Arms” was not only a meeting place for a pint, or a 

venue for committee meetings. It also appears to have had a holding paddock for horse 

breeders who travelled around the district with 

their stallions during the “season”. Goff and 

Edna Llewellyn built their store on the land 

vacated by the “Farmers Arms” in 1936. 

In the early 1870s, Peter Nelson, one of the early 

settlers of the district, saw fit to establish a store 

on his property, portion 73, facing the main 

Boonah Road.  

Milbong also sustained a thriving timber 

industry, with several residents owning bullock 

teams. Milbong also produced fine grain and feed 

crops, as well as having many large dairy herds. 

 

 

Goff and Edna Llewellyn’s store - 1936 

The bullock 

team owned 

by George 

(front) and 

Alec Knehr 

(rear) taken  

at Milbong, 

with the old 

school 

buildings in 

the 

background. 

 

 

Making hay (left) and milking time (above) on the Gordon 

property at Milbong 
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The first meeting of the Goolman Shire Council was held in 1880 

in the school building at Milbong and were continued to be held 

there until permanent offices were built in Boonah in 1887. A 

small memorial (at left) has been erected at the reserve to mark 

this. 

The District also suffered its share of weather occurrences with 

drought and floods. The Queensland Times, dated the 21st 

February 1893, reported the devastating damage impacted on 

the district in its recent floods. To a small township, this loss 

would have had an impact of everyone. 

The Milbong community was a very close-knit one, with the 

many families hosting social events such as morning teas for local brides, and parties to 

welcome new residents, or farewell-gatherings for departing neighbours, teachers or church 

ministers. Its residents were not above fundraising for outside causes too; celebrating 

birthdays of royalty with picnics and entertainment supplied by various attendees. Recitation 

was a very popular item on the programme. 

Many residents’ movements were also published in the social columns of the local 

newspaper. There were no privacy laws restricting notification of one’s movements back in 

1933! 

During World War II, Milbong was very active in 

raising funds for men fighting overseas. Music 

played a huge part in community activities and 

bands were formed by those who could play an 

instrument, and they took every opportunity to 

perform. 

 

 

 

 

 

Members of the Milbong band 

participating in a Patriots Parade 
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MILBONG BAND         

circa 1912  

Back Row – Bill Verrant, 

Bill Neuendorf, Karl 

Topp, Harry Profke (band 

leader), Jack Bader, Fred 

Lamprecht. 

Middle Row – Harry 

Topp, Harold Bader, Syd 

Faulkner, George Knehr, 

Charlie Neuendorf, 

Arthur Neuendorf, Bill 

Hornburg, Sam Faulkner. 

Front Row – Fred 

Hornburg, Walter Dobeli, 

Barney Neuendorf, 

Charlie Gordon 

MILBONG COMMUNITY GATHERING – circa 1912 
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Sporting clubs also were very active in the district over the years with many competition 

results published in the local newspapers. 

 

   

   

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MILBONG SCHOOL 

MILBONG CRICKET CLUB 

1952-1953 SEASON 

Standing – L Stephan,                

W Kowski, J Knehr, R Navie,  

L Draheim, P Knehr,                   

J Sweeney                   

Sitting – J Faulkner,                         

L Kowski, B Kidd, (Captain)             

J Bulow, L Bulow 

More TENNIS CLUB MEMBERS 

Back – Rod Clarke, John Bader   

Middle – Dolly Bulow, Colleen 

Marks, Joan Ballin                                    

Front – Mary Knehr, Aileen Bader, 

Joan Bulow, Kate Knehr 

 

MILBONG TENNIS 

CLUB, circa 1950 

Louis Thieman, Jack 

Sweeney, Lennie 

Kowski, Rod Clarke, 

John Bulow, Alf 

Westphal, John Bader 

Front – Kate Knehr 
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MILBONG SCHOOL 

The establishment of the proposed school at One Eye Waterhole is told as part of the 

Roadvale State School Centenary Book and reads: “A public meeting was held at Mr. Robert 

Gordon’s house near the One Eye Waterhole, Parish of Fassifern, on the 25th June 1874. At the 

meeting it was decided to form a provisional committee of six gentlemen in order to collect 

subscriptions towards the erection of a school. The proposed site was on the Government 

Reserve at the One Eye Waterhole.  Mr. William Platt was appointed Treasurer and Mr. Robert 

William Le Grand was appointed Secretary. The other gentlemen on the school committee 

were Messrs. Peter Nelson, Matthew Mullins, John Campbell and Robert Gordon”. 

After many letters passed between the committee and the Department of Public Instruction, 

the school was officially opened by 

the new head teacher, Mr. Benjamin 

R Cumming on the 27th February 

1876, amid much fanfare. The school 

had several name changes over the 

years - “One Eye Waterhole”, 

“Blantyre” then officially,  “Milbong”, 

on the 11th October 1887. 

Over the decades, the school formed 

the heart of the community as many 

functions were held, either within the 

school building or in the play shed in 

the school grounds. 

Fund raising activities for both the 

school and many other community projects were often held in the school play shed. Local 

boy, Peter Gordon remembers the school children having to prepare the floor of the shed 

ready for the dances.  

He also remembers 

having to put up a 

canvas front to the 

building as it was 

open to the elements 

and it was then the 

ticket entrance. 

 

 

 

 

Members of the School Committee - date and members unknown 

Milbong School circa 1893 – Unfortunately, no names were recorded 
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Arbor Day, where trees were ceremonially planted, 

was held every year and was a fun day for the children 

with races, games and picnic lunches being held. 

Parents were also very involved. It was a special day 

that was eagerly looked forward to each year. 

During the war, air raid practice was held. When the air 

raid siren went off, the children had to run from the 

school building to the culvert under the main Ipswich 

Boonah road and wait until the all clear was given. 

 

Peter Gordon also remembers “during the war, the 

VDC (Volunteer Defence Corps) used to come and 

practice their skills under the school building. One 

particular day, they were doing their thing and one of 

the guns went off (it was loaded) and a 

303 bullet went through the floor of the 

upper veranda and through the side wall 

of the building. There was a lot of trouble 

over this one”. 

 

Milbong State School closed its doors on 

the 30th June 1965. The school building 

was then removed to the Woodhill State 

School and the residence taken to 

Leichardt State School, in Ipswich. 

 

 

 

 

 

A group of the 

Milbong School 

children enjoying a 

fun day of fancy 

dress. 

Year and names 

unknown 

A class of children at the Milbong State School                                    

prior to its closure 
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(at right)  An excerpt from the                                           

report of the 75th Birthday                                      

Celebrations for the Milbong                                              

State School, published in the                                  

Queensland Times on the                                                    

26th February 1951, page 2. 

An interview with Mr. E.J. Hayes                                        

was published, and it makes                                                      

very interesting reading. 
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MILBONG CHURCHES 

Two religious denominations supported the faithful of Milbong over the years - St Luke’s 

Lutheran Church and the Congregational Church (later renamed the Uniting Church).  

Prior to the establishment of St 

Luke’s Church, the members had 

to travel to Hoya for the services. 

Around 1885, a committee 

comprising Messrs. W. Wendorf, 

H. Menge and E. Wieland, was 

formed with the intention to 

raise funds to construct their 

own church. The building was 

erected by Mr. A. Schelbach for 

£105 which included the supply 

of forms and a pulpit.  St Luke’s Lutheran Church was dedicated by Pastor Ernst Heiner on the 

23rd September 1885. The first marriage conducted in the new church was that of Gustav 

Grogor and Anna Kamp on the 19th August 1886.The church celebrated its Golden Jubilee on 

15th September with its many parishioners and friends attending. The church closed its doors 

in 1974, was eventually sold then incorporated into a private residence. The cemetery 

remains and is well tended by descendants of those buried in its grounds. 

 

The Milbong Congregational Church was opened in 1877, 

called the “One Eye” but the name was later amended by the 

Rev. Rawlings to “Milbong”. The building was repositioned to 

three different sites, but after inundation by flood waters in 

1893, it was moved across the road, and in 1919, moved to 

its present location. The church ceased operating as such, 

prior to 2017, and was sold as a private residence. 

 

St Luke’s Church, Milbong 

An exerpt from the article, Golden 

Jubilee, published in the Courier Mail, 

22nd October 1927,  page 6 

 

The well-maintained St Luke’s cemetery 
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One of the many weddings held in the church,                                         

that of Andrew Beitzel and Thelma Gray - 1931 

One of the many weddings held in the church                                         

that of Andrew Beitzel and Thelma Gray - 1931 

(at right) US Marines 

hard at work painting 

the Milbong Uniting 

Church, as a goodwill 

gesture before their 

departure. The 

Marines have been 

staying at the RAAF 

Base Amberley as 

part of the military 

exercise Croc 99 

Dated 1999 

Members of the Church Committee – date and names 

unknown 
A display of produce for Church fete – year unknown 
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MILBONG CEMETERY 

 

Approval for a cemetery, of four acres, to be surveyed from the Town Reserve of Milbong was 

given on the 13th July 1885 by the Land Agents District of Ipswich.  

A committee of residents was formed, and meetings were held to resolve issues relating to 

the establishment of a cemetery. The first Trustees of the Milbong Cemetery were John 

Condon, Nicol McNicol, James Jansen, Gerald H. Turner and John Bader. 

A meeting of the Trustees was held on the 18th August 1888 that passed the resolution of the 

Rules and Regulations submitted by the State Government. These were later published in the 

Queensland Government Gazette on the 12th October 1888, page 644. A notice of this 

resolution was also published in the Brisbane Telegraph, and in the Queenslander, dated 

December 1885 under “Official Notifications – Reserves” advising that four acres had been 

permanently allocated for a cemetery. 

Over the years, many notices had been placed in 

the newspaper advising meetings to elect 

replacement trustees due to resignation, or in 

some cases, death. As the laws stood at the time, 

all nominees were vetted by the Government 

and could not be confirmed until there was 

Government approval. 

 

The first burial in the cemetery was that of James Arnold Faulkner, the three-month son of 

Thomas and Sarah Faulkner, who died on the 7th August 1886. The last burial was also of a 

Faulkner - Lillian Ellen Elizabeth Ross, the wife of Sydney Harold Faulkner. Lillian, 95, was 

interred in the cemetery on the 30th August 1995 beside her husband. 

The trustees of the cemetery had, over the 

years, advertised for tenders to do general 

repairs, gravelling roads and fencing, so that 

they might apply to the Goolman Board for 

funds to complete such repairs. 

 

 

Applications have also been made to the Goolman Board to lease the Reserve leading to the 

cemetery. They were either granted or denied, depending on the councillors at the time.  

Much damage has been done to the graves by cattle accessing the cemetery. 
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Copy of the Plan for the Cemetery Letter No 23, dated 13th July 1885 – Qld State Archives 
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Rules and Regulations for the Cemetery as 

published in the Queensland Government Gazette,                                        

12th October 1888, page 644 
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Over the years, concern has 

been voiced as to the 

deterioration of the pioneer 

graves in the cemetery. Peter 

Gordon, whose grandparents 

are buried in the cemetery 

was, and is very keen to see 

repairs done and the 

cemetery restored to a level 

that denotes the pride we 

place in our pioneer 

ancestors. 

The Boonah Shire Council 

whose responsibility was the 

care of the cemetery, advised 

they did not have the 

resources available to do 

more than keep the area 

mown. 

 

Additional information attached to the Rules and Regulations published in the Queensland Government Gazette 
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Peter Gordon also relates a story told to him about the origins of the Milbong Rose.  It is said 

that the original rose bush was taken from the Nelson garden and was planted on the Nelson 

graves because the family was unable to provide a memorial.  The rose bush was transplanted 

to stop visitors and animals “walking all over our parents”. 

The Story of the Milbong Rose printed in the Fassifern Guardian - 8th July 2015                                                                                             

Article by Wendy Creighton 
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JOHANN PHILIP BADER 

Section 4 - Grave 83 

 

Johann Philip Bader was born on 

the 15th February 1843 in 

Doerzbach, Baden-Württemberg 

Germany, to Michael and Barbara 

(nee Reis) Bader. Johann left 

Hamburg, Germany with some 

friends on the “Susanne 

Godeffroy” on the 21st September 

1863. The “Susanne Godeffroy” 

was contracted to bring German 

workers to Queensland by the 

then Colonial Government. After 

an 18-week journey Johann and his 

fellow passengers arrived in 

Moreton Bay on 21st January 1864. 

Johann (became John) and he 

travelled to Ipswich where he 

found lodgings and work. Firstly, 

looking after horses at Franklyn 

Vale and Cecil Downs and then 

shepherding on the Moonee. He 

managed to save enough money to 

buy a team of horses and carried 

goods from the town to many 

outlying communities and 

properties. 

After purchasing land at Mutdapilly John met his future wife, Augusta Koop. Augusta was born 

around 1855 in Wöhrden, Holstein (Schleswig-Holstein) Germany to Jasper and Margarethe 

Koop. Augusta and her parents and siblings, Hans, Auguste, Claus, Johann and Marie left 

Hamburg on the 6th May 1865 on the “Susanne Godeffroy” – the same ship as John but a year 

later, arriving in Moreton Bay on the 6th September 1865. John and Augusta were married on 

the 12th July 1871 at Churchill near Ipswich. 

After their marriage, John moved the family to Milbong. The family grew with the arrival of 

Margarethe (1873), Elizabeth (1875), Wilhelmina (1879), John Henry (1884) and Harold 

(1894). The children all attended the Milbong school which serviced the district from 1876. 

John was a keen farmer and a most able horseman.  The couple were very active members of 

the Milbong Congregational Church, serving on several of the Church committees. John loved 

to read, especially books on astronomy and philosophy. 

“Susanne Godeffroy” 

Auguste and Johann Bader 
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Augusta Bader died on the 17th May 1927 and was buried in the Ipswich General Cemetery. 

Johann (John) Philip Bader passed away on the 10th November 1938 and was interred in the 

Milbong Cemetery. 

John and Augusta were fortunate to see their children married and witnessed the arrival of 

many grandchildren. Margarethe married Alfred Curling (1893), establishing in Milbong 

before retiring to Deagon; Elizabeth wed Edward Young (1900); Wilhelmina and Johannes 

Gesler  exchanged vows (1905), settling at Hoya; John took to wife Margaret Verrent (1913), 

and resided in Milbong and Harold married Maria Wenzel (1924), living in Milbong also. 

Johann has no headstone or grave marker in the Milbong Cemetery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Four generations of the Bader Family                                                                 
Back row – Alfred Curling and Samuel Brown                                                   

Middle row – Augusta Bader (Koop), Johann Bader,                               
Margarethe Curling (Bader), Harriet Brown (Curling)                                   

nursing Philip Brown                                                                                                       
Front row – Margaret Helselin (Brown),                                                        

Julia Profke (Brown), Edgar Brown, Frederick Curling  
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GRACE BARTLETT 

Section 1 - Grave 18 

Young Grace Bartlett was born on the 6th December 1893. She was the eighth of nine children 
born to William Henry and Mary, (nee Stafford) Bartlett.  Grace’s father William must have 
felt a little overwhelmed as all his children were girls. The family was not immune to sadness, 
as with many of the pioneering families of the day they had lost two young children already. 
Jane, born in 1881, died in 1883 and Esther Marion, born just three months after the death 
of her sister Jane, died a short three years later in 1886.  

Grace’s father, William was born in Hardington 
Mandville, Somerset, around 1850 to Henry and 
Ann (nee Park) Bartlett and immigrated to 
Queensland aboard the “Storm King”, arriving in 
May 1872. A William Bartlett aged 22 is listed on 
the manifest, along with many other immigrants 
from Somerset who settled in the Fassifern. 

        

Grace’s mother, Mary Stafford was born in Calverley Moor, Yorkshire around 1853 and arrived 
in Queensland on the 7th October 1865 with her parents - John and Elizabeth, her siblings 
Anne 11, James 1, John 16, Joseph 19, Susannah 17 and William 20. They were on board the 
“Queen of the Colonies”.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Storm King” at anchor 

Passenger list of the “Queen of the Colonies” 1865 journey, listing the Stafford family 
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William had given his occupation as “farm labourer” on his emigration papers so he probably 
obtained work in and around Ipswich. John Stafford, Grace’s grandfather, purchased Portion 
76A, consisting of 136 acres, at Milbong. William and Mary married on the 4th September 
1877 and settled on a farm in the Milbong district, possibly with John Stafford. Their first 
daughter, Laura arrived (1879), followed over the years by Alice (1880), Jane (1881), Esther 
(1883), Ethel (1886), Emma (1888), Ruth (1890), Ida (1891), Grace (1893) and Winifred (1896). 

By the time of Grace’s birth, the family was well settled in the district. When little Grace died 
on the 10th December 1897, it was to the Milbong Cemetery that she was taken the following 
day and interred in a simple grave with only the iron peg to mark where she lay.  

Several of Grace’s siblings married, though Laura, Alice, Ruth and Winifred remained single. 
Ethel wed beau, Johannes Goebel (1911), Ida and Norman Budden celebrated their wedding 
(1919), as did Emma and Thomas Fyfe (1919). The families spread out between Killarney and 
Ipswich, with most later retiring to the suburbs of Brisbane. 

Grace’s parents, William and Mary moved to Riverview Street, Milton, in Brisbane around 
1915 where they lived the remainder of their lives.  

William died on the 29th May 1929 and was 
buried in the Toowong Cemetery. 

Mary passed away on the 30th March 1934 
and was interred in the Toowong Cemetery. 

 

 

 

Cyril Goebel was a nephew of Grace Bartlett 
who died in December 1895. He also lies in the 
Milbong cemetery. 

Grace Bartlett is listed in the copy of the 
cemetery records as “William Bartlett” – an 
error in copying, possibly as her father’s name 
was William.  

Grace has no grave marker in the Milbong 
Cemetery. 

  

One of the views inside the Milbong Cemetery  
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ELIZABETH BECKWITH (FORMERLY VERRALL) AND WILLIAM VERRALL 

Section 4 - Grave 53 and Grave 8 

Elizabeth Scarborough was born on the 23rd August 1855 in 

Caister, Lincolnshire, England to Charles and Maria, (nee 

Weatherhogg) Scarborough. Charles laboured as a 

journeyman/butcher to support his family, prior to bringing 

them to the colonies. Elizabeth was employed as an “under 

housemaid” in the home of Ann Parker before immigrating 

to the colonies. Following their arrival in Queensland, 

Charles opened a butcher shop in Ipswich.  

Upon arrival in 1844 on the “St Vincent”, George and Sarah Verrall first settled in the Clarence 

River area of New South Wales, before moving to Redbank Plains, a growing settlement just 

west of Brisbane. William Verrall was born to George 

and Sarah (nee Keach) Verrall in 1851 in Ipswich. He 

was one of 14 children who were some of the earliest 

settlers in this district. 

It could have been through work, or perhaps social 

activities that Elizabeth met William. They wed on the 

13th July 1881 and settled in Milbong.  They became a 

family with the births of Arnold William (1882), Grace 

Maria (1884), Bertha Elizabeth (1886) and William 

Bernard (1888). 

 

Sadly, William passed away on the 17th March 1891 from 

complications associated with hepatitis. He was laid to 

rest the next day in the Milbong Cemetery. This tragic 

event left Elizabeth a widow with a farm to run and four 

young children to raise. 

On the 10th July 1901, Elizabeth Verrall wed a neighbour, 

James Beckwith. James was born on the 11th July 1880 to 

Thomas and Elizabeth, (nee Smith) Beckwith at 

Limestone Ridges. James attended the Limestone Ridges 

School, beginning his education in 1887. After their 

marriage, James and Elizabeth set up their home on the 

farm at Limestone Ridges. No children were born of this 

marriage. Tragedy struck again, as almost six years later, 

James passed away on the 16th March 1907.  
Probate advertisement                                   

for William Verrall 

William and Elizabeth Verrall                
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Elizabeth saw all her children 

married, then witnessed the arrival 

of grandchildren. Arnold wed Ivy 

Parcell and settled into farming life 

at Milbong; Bertha chose August 

Behrendorff and farmed in the Mt 

French district before settling in 

Ipswich; Grace exchanged vows with 

David Auld, a miner, and settled at 

Braeside, Bundamba and William 

Bernard shared nuptials with Mary 

Brown and they farmed at Limestone 

Ridges. 

Elizabeth continued to live in the 

family home at Limestone Ridges 

until her death on the 15th March 

1920. Her funeral left from her son 

Arnold’s home and concluded at the 

Milbong Pioneer Cemetery. 

Elizabeth and William Verrall have 

no headstone or marker in the 

burial ground. 

 

 

  

A young James Beckwith (second husband of Elizabeth Verrall)  
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JOHN AND ELLEN (NEE BARROWS) BELL 

Section 1 - Grave 37 and Grave 31 

John Bell was native to Lisburn, County Armagh, Ireland, born on the 12th July 1831. His 

parents were David and Agnes, (nee Graham) Bell.  About 1854, John married Ellen (or 

Eleanor) Barrows. Ellen, also Irish, was born around 1832 to Malcolm and Jane, (nee Carey) 

Barrows. Ellen’s death registration has her father as Barrows Malcolm, so her surname may 

be either Barrows or Malcolm. 

In 1863, John and Ellen decided to 

immigrate to the colony of Australia and 

sailed on the “Montmorency”, leaving 

London on 15th April 1863, with their 

two children John (Jnr), aged 8 and baby 

James. Their journey was far from happy 

as young James died on the voyage out, 

possibly because of a measles outbreak 

onboard the ship, not long after setting 

sail. The family arrived in Moreton Bay 

on the 17th July 1863. 

They first settled in Gympie, 

working in the goldmines for a 

time before heading south to 

Stanthorpe where John worked 

in its tin mines. In 1867, he took 

up blocks 97 and 177B in the 

district of Milbong where he 

remained for the next 40 years.  

During this time, their offspring 

were born – David, (1864) but he 

died (1865), William Campbell, 

(1867) and Robert Tallon, (1871). 

John and Ellen remained on their  

Milbong farm, growing small 

crops and running some cattle. 

Living in a small community 

meant everyone joined in the local activities, including the school, church and sporting clubs. 

John (Jnr) remained a bachelor, farming a property in Milbong until his death, (1933). William 

married Rosa Whidt, (1892) and farmed in Milbong before moving to Peak Crossing where he 

passed away, (1914). Robert married Ellen Hewitt, (1906). As Robert was a member of the 

police service, he was posted over much of Queensland until he resigned from the force and 

returned to farming at Milbong. Robert passed away, (1945). Robert was always known as 

“Sergeant Bell” even after he left the police force. 

The sailing ship “Montmorency” 

Passenger list for the “Montmorency” showing the Bell family with the 

notation of “dead” against baby James 
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On the 8th June 1902, Ellen breathed her last and was laid to rest in the Milbong Cemetery. 

John continued to work the farm until 1904 when he sold it and retired, then resided with his 

son, John (Jnr), also at Milbong.  

John passed away on the 20th August 1911, joining his wife in the Milbong Cemetery after a 

funeral service by the Rev. Smiley. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Note – John Bell is listed in Milbong Cemetery records 

as “Ian Ball” (a transcription error). 

 

  

Milbong Cemetery scene  

Grave of John and Eleanor Bell                                        
in Milbong (above and below left) 
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WILHELM JOHANN AND WILHELMINE (NEE MAAS) BEUTEL 

Section 6 - Grave 12 and Grave 4 

 

Wilhelm Johann Beutel was born in Schömolln, 

Germany on the 12 July 1840 to Christian 

Friedrich and Marie Christine, (nee Ehrenberg) 

Beutel. On the 19th November 1865, Wilhelm 

married Wilhelmine Friederike Louise Maas in 

Grünberg. Wilhelmine was born on the 19th 

November 1843 in Frauenhagen to Friedrich 

and Louise, (nee Hobare) Maas. 

In December 1880, Wilhelm 40, Wilhelmine 36 

and their children, Wilhelm 14, August 12, 

Gustav 10, Ann 8, Minna 2 and baby Louise, 

who was born on the journey, sailed on the 

barque “Earl of Granville” for the colonies as 

“Free Nominated” passengers. Two of their 

children, Emma and Frederich, died as young 

babies before they departed Germany. Other members of the family also accompanied them. 

They were - Wilhelm 55, Marie 50, Wilhelm 14 and August 12.  In April 1881, they landed in 

Rockhampton and the family disembarked, along with 250 other passengers. Two of 

Wilhelm’s brothers, August and Christian sponsored the family to Australia. 

 

 

 

 

The family travelled, possibly by coastal steamer to Moreton Bay, then continued to the 

farming area of Beenleigh. In May 1881, some of the children were enrolled in the Beenleigh 

State School, accompanied by a note that their father was a farmer in the district. On the 25th 

October 1881, baby Louise died from convulsions and diarrhoea, and was buried in the 

Beenleigh Cemetery. While the family lived at Beenleigh, Wilhelm’s mother, Marie Christine, 

The “Earl of Granville” and passenger list (at 

right) with the Beutel family listed 

Wilhelm and Wilhelmine Beutel, nee Maas 
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and two of her married daughters, Maria Christina and Ernastine Wilhelmine arrived on the 

“Jumna” in April 1887. Unfortunately, Maria Christine survived just a short time after arrival. 

She departed this  life on the 23rd November 1887 and was interred in the Bethania Cemetery. 

Wilhelm and the family then moved to Tallegalla, near Marburg where they took up farming. 

Later, they shifted to Milbong where they settled. On his 1883 naturalisation papers, Wilhelm 

advised he was a farmer at the One-Eye Water (Milbong). He purchased lot number 106, 

consisting of 160 acres from August Leach. He paid rates of 6 shillings per annum and the land 

was valued at £13. He built his family a slab hut and a barn on the property.  

Over the next few years, Wilhelm and Wilhelmine witnessed the marriages of some of their 

children and relished the arrival of the first of their many grandchildren. Their eldest son, 

Friedrich was the first to marry, choosing Anna Tessmann (1884). August’s bride was 

Wilhelmine Federer (1888), followed by Gustav who wed Anna Wendorf (1889). Anna 

Auguste’s groom was Gustav Gesler (1891) and lastly, Marie shared wedding vows with 

Hermann Schultz (1906).  

Regrettably, Wilhelmine died on the 2nd December 1889, aged only 46. It is noted in articles 

on the family that Wilhelmine had not been in good health since 1881. She was buried in the 

Milbong Cemetery the day after her death. 

Two years after his wife was deceased, 

Wilhelm married Karoline Hornburg, (nee 

Wruck) on the 26th June 1891. This couple had 

only a few months together as Wilhelm, aged 

51, passed away on the 13th June 1892 at his 

home in Milbong. Wilhelm was buried with his 

first wife in the Milbong Cemetery.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wilhelm and Wilhelmine’s headstone inscriptions are written in both German and English.         

Wilhelm’s death notice  



26 
 

JOHN AND ELIZABETH (NEE HARRISON) BROOK 

Section 4 - Grave 29 and Grave 48 

John William Brook was born in Almondbury, a small village about two miles from the larger 

village of Huddersfield in West Yorkshire. He was born in 1821 to James Brook and Grace, 

(nee Worth) Brook. On the 14th December 1845, John married Elizabeth Harrison in the Parish 

Church at Almondbury, West Yorkshire. Elizabeth was the daughter of James and Elizabeth, 

(nee Oxley) Harrison. At the time, John was 24 years old and a “dyer” by trade and Elizabeth, 

aged 19, worked as a weaver at the Crosland Woollen Mill in Huddersfield. 

 

 

By the time of the 1851 English census, John and Elizabeth were living at Old Manchester 

Road, Almondbury, West Yorkshire with their son, James, aged 1. John had changed his 

occupation and commenced working as a “night watchman”.  

Their family increased with the births of Emma in 1851 and another son, Wright, in 1855. 

 

John and Elizabeth and their young family sailed to Moreton Bay in 1856. Family lore states 

they were contracted by the Crosland Woollen Mill, in Huddersfield, West Yorkshire to help 

set up a similar woollen mill in Ipswich but unfortunately that did not eventuate. John found 

work shingle-splitting at Pine Mountain. The family soon increased with the births of Ann 

(1856), Mary (1858), John William (1860), Charles (1863) and Richard (1865). In 1866, 

daughter, Emma succumbed to typhus. Another girl was born (1868), named Emma Elizabeth 

Parish register for the marriage of John Brook and Elizabeth Harrison in 1845 

1851 Census for Almondbury, Yorkshire 
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but sadly, she passed away (1875).  In 1865, John had taken up a selection of 75 acres in 

Brassall where he grew maize and cotton.  

By 1880, the family resided on a property called “Hope Farm” at the One Eye Waterhole 

(Milbong). John and Elizabeth continued to live in Milbong until John’s passing on the 28th 

October 1901, at the age of 81 years. He was laid to rest in the Congregational Section of the 

Milbong cemetery on the same day. After John’s death, his widow, Elizabeth went to live at 

Pine Mountain, near Ipswich with some of her children who had settled in the area.  

Elizabeth passed away on the 12th May 1919, 

at the grand age of 96. She was buried in the 

Congregational Section of the Milbong 

cemetery next to her husband, on the 13th 

May 1919. The graves have no headstone. 

The children of John and Elizabeth settled in 

the district of Ipswich over the next years. 

James married Janet Bryce (1875) and lived 

at Pine Mountain. Wright wed Mary Jane 

Stokes (1878) and settled in Blantyre. Ann 

celebrated vows with Auguste Kropp (1875), 

settling with her fisherman husband at 

Coomera. Mary became Tilden Pearson’s 

wife (1882) and they farmed at Clumber. 

John William’s bride was Charity Jones 

(1881) and they operated a jewellery store 

in Ipswich. Charles shared nuptials with 

Clara Gray (1888) and resided on the family 

farm at Blantyre with other members of the 

Brook family.  Richard was joined to Anna 

Hartwig (1888) but remarried following her 

death in 1916. His new bride was Pauline 

Dull (1917) and the couple settled in Ipswich.  

 

 

 

At left, is the grave marker, number 29, for John Brook. 

It is not known if the marker is over his grave. 

 

Obituary for Elizabeth Brook - 1919 
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OBERA JONES BROOK 

Section 4 - Grave 14 

 

Obera Jones Brook was the sixth child born to John William and Charity Florence, (nee Jones) 

Brook on the 21st June 1893. 

His father, John William Brook was the sixth child of John William and Elizabeth, (nee Harrison) 

Brook on the 27th October 1860 at Pine Mountain, near Ipswich. Obera’s mother, Charity 

Florence was born in 1858 at Bristol, Gloucestershire, England to David and Hannah, (nee 

Harris) Jones. She immigrated to Queensland in 1878, aboard the ship, “Ironside” with several 

of her siblings. 

John William Brook and Charity Florence Jones married on the 8th August 1881 and settled in 

Milora. Their first child, Florence arrived on the 16th May 1882, but sadly passed away on the 

26th June 1883. Their second child, Hannah entered life (1884), quickly followed by siblings, 

David (1886), Charles (1887), Sidney (1889), William (1889), Obera (1893), Eric (1895), Arthur 

(1896), Frank (1896), Lucy (1899) and Hope (1902). 

It would have been a very unhappy few years for the family when Obera Jones died, aged just 

seven months of age, on the 10th January 1894. He was laid to rest the following day in the 

Congregational section of the Milbong cemetery. Then, Hope, the youngest family member, 

who was born on the 14th May 1902, died the same year, on the 15th October 1902. 

Later, John and Charity moved to 

Ipswich where John set up a jewellery 

business. A cloud descended on the 

family once more with the passing of 

Charity on the 10th April 1906, due to 

uterine cancer and ascites, following a 

short stay in the Ipswich Hospital. She was taken to the Ipswich General Cemetery and there 

laid to rest.  John was not a widower for long, marrying widow, Eliza Goldstraw on the 4th 

December 1909. Eliza’s first husband, Joseph had passed away in 1900. Eliza’s children were 

adults by the time of her remarriage. John and Eliza had lived in various suburbs of Ipswich 

for many years. 

Life ceased for John on the 23rd August 

1939 and he was interred in the Ipswich 

General Cemetery. Eliza survived him by 

seven years, passing away on the 31st July 

1946. 

Obera Jones Brook is the grandson of John 

and Elizabeth Brook.  He has no headstone 

or grave marker in Milbong Cemetery.  

 

Minutes from Ipswich Hospital Board published QT 21.04.1906 
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RICHARD PERCIVAL BROOK 

Section 4 - Grave 9 

The number of babies and young children that did not survive past their first two years of life 

in the nineteenth century is overwhelming. One such infant was Richard Percival Brook, who 

passed away on the 3rd June 1891. He was born to Richard Harrison and Anna, (nee Hartwig) 

Brook on the 21st March 1891. Richard Percival had an older brother named George and they 

lived on a 160-acre farm at Clumber where their parents worked. 

Richard Harrison Brook and Anna Justina Johanna Hartwig chose to marry on the 22nd May 

1888 at Harrisville.  Richard Harrison was the eighth child of John William and Elizabeth, (nee 

Harrison) Brook, and Anna was one of six children born to Andreas and Johanne, (nee Kropp) 

Hartwig. 

Sadly, baby Richard Percival died at just 2 months old. His burial took place on the 4th June 

1891, the day after his death, in the Congregational section of the Milbong Cemetery.  

Richard and Anna overcame some sadness at losing Richard to welcome daughters, Olive 

(1892), Elizabeth (1894) and Myrtle (1899) into their lives. The family later left the farm and 

moved into Ipswich where Richard found work as a labourer.  

More sadness followed on the 20th February 1916, with the death of Richard’s wife, Anna, 

who passed away at the age of 48. Her family interred her in the Ipswich General Cemetery.  

On the 30th June 1917, about sixteen months after Anna’s death, Richard took a new wife 

named Pauline Ernestine Dull.  Pauline was a widow, having lost her husband, Thomas Dull 

two years earlier, in 1915. Richard and Pauline settled in Hill Street, North Ipswich where 

Richard working locally.  

Pauline Brook’s life ebbed away on the 30th June 1956. She was interred in the Ipswich 

General Cemetery with her first husband. Richard Harrison Brook died on the 8th October 

1962. He lies at peace, buried in the Ipswich General Cemetery. 

Richard Percival Brook is the 

grandson of John and Elizabeth 

Brook. 

Richard Percival Brook does not 

have a headstone, or an existing 

marker in Milbong Cemetery.  

 

  

 

Isolated headstones in the Milbong 
General (Pioneer) Cemetery  
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DOREEN ALICE BROWN AND JOHN BROWN 

Section 4 - Grave 59 and Grave 84  

 

Doreen and John Brown were the 
young children of Samuel and 
Harriet, (nee Curling) Brown. 

Samuel Brown was born in 
Boonah on the 28th December 
1894 to Alfred Charles and Alice, 
(nee Ball) Brown. Samuel’s 
parents were farmers in the 
Rosewood district. 

 

Harriet Augusta Curling was born on the 6th October 1895 in Milbong to Alfred George and 
Margarethe Augusta, (nee Bader) Curling. Harriett’s family were long established farmers in 
the Milbong district. 

They married on the 24th November 1915 at the home of her parents, Margarethe and Alfred 
Curling at Milbong and began married life at Ripley. Samuel worked  there as a farm labourer. 

Their family flourished with the births of - Margaret Thelma (1916), Edgar Samuel (1917), 
Doreen Alice (15th November 1919), Julia Ellen (1921), Philip Alfred  (1924), Frederick Charles 
(1926), Clarice Harriet (1929), Margery Dawn (1931), Joycelyn Gladys (1933), Richard Noel 
(1935), John (1938) and Janice Lynette (1941). 

Doreen was four when she passed away on the 31st December 1923. It was thought she 
ingested poisonous mushrooms, but the family remained unconvinced as Doreen regularly 
picked the paddock mushrooms for family meals and would have recognized the difference 
between the two. She was interred in Milbong Cemetery on New Year’s Day, 1924. 

Samuel and Harriet also lost their newborn son named John, who died at just two hours old 
on the 15th October 1938. The infant was laid to rest with his older sister, Doreen in the 
Milbong Cemetery. 

Before Harriet’s parents were deceased, Harriet’s father, Alfred bequeathed a small farm to 
Harriet (located behind the grounds, now managed by the Milbong & District Classic Tractor 
Club).  When it was decided to move to Frazerview, Samuel and Harriet sold the Milbong 
property, purchasing the farm at Frazerview on S. Brown Road. 

All Doreen and John’s siblings matured to adulthood, and all found marriage partners. 
Margaret chose Ambrose Henselin, Edgar wed Dulcie Hecht, Julia and Vivian Profke shared 
vows, Phillip married Gladys Radunz, Frederick’s bride was Aushe Bocos, Clarice and Aussie 
Toney tied the marriage knot, Margery wed Maurice Buchanan, Joycelyn chose Richard 
Zahnow, Richard’s bride was Dell Winks and lastly, Janice shared nuptials with John Woolley. 

 

Samuel Brown Harriet Brown 
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The headstones for Doreen and John were placed in the cemetery by their siblings and their 
partners many years after their passing, as a sign of respect and remembrance - “Located in 
a very peaceful place, they rest undisturbed”. 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Grave of Doreen Alice Brown 

Grave of John Brown 

Entrance and sign of the Milbong General (Pioneer) Cemetery  
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WILLIAM JOHN AND ISABELLA SMITH (NEE IHLE) BROWN 

Section 4 - Grave 52 and Grave 77 

William John Brown was born at 

Clifton, Darling Downs on the 27th 

February 1862 to Thomas and 

Ellen, (nee Leach) Brown. Clifton, 

on the Darling Downs, was part of 

a large agricultural district which 

was still in its infancy at the time 

of William’s birth. 

On the 24th June 1885, William wed Isabella Smith Ihle in the 

Wesleyan Parsonage in Ipswich. Isabella was born on the 16th August 1861 at Mt. Brisbane, in 

the Dayboro area, to Johann and Elizabeth, (nee Hais) Ihle. Isabella spent her early years living 

with her parents at Mt. Brisbane, Fernvale and Brassall. Her father managed a store for Cribb 

and Foote, a large retail store in Ipswich. 

William and Isabella purchased land in Milbong and 

operated a farm which they named “Ferndale” and 

farmed until about 1920. The Browns had eight 

children - William Charles (1886), George Andrew 

(1888), Isabella Grace (1890), Arthur David (1892), 

Albert Walter (1894), Pearl Gertrude (1897) and 

Myrtle Ellenor (1899).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brown Family                    
at Milbong – 1917                

Back: William, Pearl, 
William John, Myrtle, 

George 

Front: Albert, Arthur, 
Isabella, Isabell 

Grace 

Brown family home at Milbong 

William John Brown 
Isabella Smith Brown, nee Ihle 
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The children attended Milbong School and participated in many of the local activities. Isabella 

was a very active member of the Milbong Congregational Church for many years. Husband, 

William died at the reasonably young age of 57 years, on the 3rd December 1919, at their 

Milbong home called “Ferndale”. He was interred on the 5th December in the Congregational 

Section of the Milbong Cemetery. The Rev. Frederick Adams conducted the burial service. 

The Brown children found life partners and settled in quite different parts of the state. William 

married Christina Jesberg (1907), eventually settling in Wondai; George wed Eda (Edith) 

Jaenke (1909), and they lived in Boonah for many years; Isabella’s groom was Arthur Jaenke 

(1911), and they entered farm life in the Lowood district; Arthur married Bertha Jaenke 

(1917), living in Marburg, Nambour and Greenslopes before retiring to Margate; Albert’s wife 

was Harriett Hunter (1924) and they settled in the Wondai area; Pearl chose as her groom, 

Henry Bates (1923), and the couple lived for a time in Ipswich before moving on to Sandgate. 

Myrtle exchanged vows with Walter Beckwith (1920), and they resided in the Rosewood 

district. Note: Three Brown siblings married three Jaenke siblings.  

Isabella continued to live at Milbong for a short time, before moving to Lowood and then to 

Hawthorn Street, in Ipswich. She lived in her home there for several years before taking ill. 

Life ended for Isabella at the age 71 years, on the 7th April 1933. She joined her husband in 

the Milbong Cemetery on the 8th April, after the Rev. Henry Whyte had led her funeral service. 

 The damaged grave of                                   
William and Isabella Brown 
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WILLIAM BUTWELL 

Section 2 - Grave 30 

William Butwell was the son of Robert and Rosanna, (nee Day/O’Day) Butwell, born on the 

30th September 1899, at Milbong. 

His father, Robert Butwell was born in Sydney in 1859, to Robert and Harriet, (nee Cato) 

Butwell. On the 4th May 1887, Robert and his bride, Rosanna Day/O’Day wed at Pine 

Mountain. Rosanna’s birthdate was the 3rd February 1868, and her parents were Denis and 

Mary, (nee Mahar) Day/O’Day. After settling at Pine Mountain for several years, Rosanna’s 

father, Denis purchased lot 109 at Milbong then Robert and Rosanna moved to Milbong as 

well. A year after Robert and Rosanna’s wedding, their daughter, Harriett was born (1888), 

followed in quick succession by Evelyn (1889), Cecelia (1892), Robert (1894), Ambrose 

(Michael) (1896), William (1899) and Rosea (1902). 

Robert also worked as a butcher in Harrisville, before swapping trades and turning his hand 

to carpentry. He built many of the early homes owned by settlers in the Fassifern during his 

years of residence at Milbong. 

 Death Certificate (in two sections) for William Butwell, dated 18th December 1901 
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In 1889, Robert had 88 acres and 1 rood of agricultural land conditionally approved by the 

West Moreton Land Court. 

Then, in mid-December 1901, their young son, William, a toddler, became ill from the effects 

of “heat apoplexy”. His death certificate declares he was “weak from birth”, implying his 

constitution was not strong. Possibly, he had been suffering a high temperature for a period, 

or, the family may have been occupied outdoors on a hot summer day.  William succumbed, 

tragically passing away on the 18th December 1901, aged only 2 years and 2 months. 

His burial service was conducted in the Milbong Cemetery on the 19th December by W. & I. 

Abell (Undertakers), with P. Carew and A.G. Curling as witnesses. Possibly, he was laid to rest 

near his grandmother, Mary O’Day, who was interred there on the 28th December 1893. 

William’s siblings grew to adulthood; all married and had their own families. Harriett chose 

Philip Gordon (1909), and settled in Brisbane; Evelyn married John Devereaux (1912), and 

resided in Brisbane; Cecelia and George White wed (1913) and established themselves in 

Brisbane; Robert’s bride was Ellen Stephan (1915) and they settled in Nanango; Michael 

married Elsie Beeston (1927), then resided in Brisbane. Lastly, Rosea and her beau, James Beal 

exchanged vows (1927), and they lived in Ipswich. 

The passing of their mother, Rosanna Butwell occurred on the 5th March 1933. Her remains 

were interred in the Ipswich Cemetery. Several years later, their father, Robert followed on 

the 11th December 1938, joining his wife in eternal rest in the Ipswich Cemetery. Their infant 

son, William Butwell has no marker on his grave in the Milbong General Cemetery. 
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JOHN CAMPBELL 

Section 4 - Grave 69 

 

John was the first of the nine children born 
to John and Mary, (nee Ferguson) Campbell, 
on the 12th August 1858, at Six Mile Creek, 
Redbank.  

John never married and stayed with his 
parents, working on the family farm, 
especially after the death of his father in 
1881.  

John passed away on the 12th October 1928, 
aged 70, and was laid to rest in the Milbong 
Cemetery on the 13th October. On the 
Sunday following his death, a Memorial 
Service was held for him in the Flinders 
Congregational Church by the Rev. J.T. 
Williams. 

 

 

ARCHIBALD CAMPBELL 

Section 4 - Grave 94 

 

Archibald was the fourth of nine children 
born to John and Mary, (nee Ferguson) 
Campbell on the 20th June 1865, at Six 
Mile Creek, Redbank. 

Archibald remained single and helped to 
work the family farm with his two 
brothers, John and James. Archibald fell 
into eternal asleep on the 21st May 1945, 
at the age of 80. His funeral cortege left 
from his sister, Mrs Janet Wenzel’s home, 
in Harrisville for the Milbong Cemetery, 
on the 22nd May 1945. 
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JAMES CAMPBELL 

Section 4 - Grave 92 

James was the youngest son of John and Mary, (nee Ferguson) Campbell. He came into the 
world on the 8th August 1873 at Milbong, as his parents had left Redbank by the time of his 
birth. 

As with his brothers, John and Archibald, James remained a bachelor. He worked on the family 
farm, named “Highland”, until he purchased his own property at Harrisville.   

 

Several of the Campbell children suffered 
similar disabilities, in relation to their 
speech and hearing. 

James went to eternal rest on the 2nd 
October 1947, at the age of 74, and was 
interred with the other members of his 
family in the Milbong Cemetery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1943 Electoral Roll with the three brothers living at Highland 

The Campbell Family plot in the Milbong Cemetery 
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EVA MARY CAMPBELL 

Section 4 - Grave 42 

 

Little Eva Mary Campbell was born on the 25th 

January 1913 and died the same day. She was the 

ninth of twelve children to her parents, William and 

Wilhelmina, (nee Wencke) Campbell. 

Newborn Eva was buried in the Milbong Cemetery 

on the same day as her death which was a common 

practice at the time.  

 

Eva has a marker, (above) but it is not known if it rests on her grave in the Milbong Cemetery. 

 

COLIN CAMPBELL 

Section 4 - Grave 68 

Colin was born on the 26th October 1905 at Milbong, to 

William and Wilhelmina, (nee Wencke) Campbell. He 

was their sixth child, and by all accounts had been a 

very healthy lad who enjoyed his athletic activities. 

Colin’s death at 22 was one of those events termed “a 

freak accident” that occurred as he ran to open the 

farm gate for some family visitors who were departing. 

Reports of the accident state that he fell at the gate that 

swung open. He sustained a fractured skull that led to 

his demise a short time later. The unfortunate incident 

was widely reported 

in many  local 

newspapers.  

The date of his 

demise was the 16th 

March 1928. Two 

days later, Colin was 

interred in his late 

father’s grave in the 

Milbong Cemetery. 
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WILLIAM HUGH CAMPBELL 

Section 4 - Grave 71 

William Hugh Campbell began life on the 9th September 1902 to William and Wilhelmina, (nee 

Wencke) Campbell at Milbong. He was their second son and fourth child. 

His death, as a young man of only 26, was felt across the district. His loved his sport and was 

very active in many of the district’s sporting  clubs, including cricket and tennis. He also 

fulfilled the duties of Master of Ceremonies (MC) at the local dances. 

William’s passing occurred on the 1st February 1929 at the Oakdale Private Hospital. The 

following day he was laid to rest with his father, William (Snr) and brother, Colin in the 

Milbong Cemetery. His funeral service was largely attended, conducted at his home and at 

the graveside by Rev. T. Burgess. 
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MARY (NEE FERGUSON) CAMPBELL 

Section 4 - Grave 58 

Mary Campbell spent most of her 90 years living in Queensland. From Mary’s Obituary, 

published in the Queensland Times on the 2nd January 1923, we learn that she was born in 

Ayrshire, Scotland, about 1832. Her maiden name was Ferguson, but we are unable to confirm 

who her parents were. Mary shared wedding vows with John Campbell in Ayrshire when she 

was 20 years of age, in about 1852. John was born in about 1826, in Inveraray, Argyllshire, 

Scotland to Archibald and Mary Campbell. He was the eldest of their three children.  

The young couple arrived in Australia some time before 1858, so both were very early settlers 

to the Moreton Bay District. They lived near Six Mile Creek at Redbank, a thriving farming 

community between Ipswich and Brisbane.  Land grant approvals by the Government, posted 

in the Queensland Times show John purchased land in the Parish of Goodna in the early 1860s. 

The names and birthdates of their children were – John  (12th August 1858);  Thomas (22nd 

September 1860) died two days later; Mary (30th March 1863); Archibald (20th June 1865); 

David Fonteith (30th August 1867) died 26th December that year; David (31st December 1869) 

born five days after the death of his brother David Fonteith; William (28th May 1871); James 

(8th August 1873); the youngest Campbell being Janet (26th November 1875).  

The family moved to the Milbong 

district in the late 1860s, or early 

1870s, when John, Mary and 

Thomas purchased adjoining 

blocks - number 70, consisting of 

90 acres and number 24, consisting 

of 80 acres. John later purchased 

100 acres on block number 303, 

and Thomas purchased an 

additional 99 acres on block 

number 325. It was there that they 

ran their dairy herd and operated a 

mixed farming business. John, 

Archibald and Thomas worked 

together on the family farm. 

 

 

Sadly, John and Mary had to cope with the death of another of their sons when Thomas died 

from pneumonia on 24th September 1886, at the age of 26. Most likely, he was buried in the 

Ipswich Cemetery. 

Map of the Milbong district showing the Campbell land purchases 
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Tragedy struck again a year later when John fell from his dray. He was taken to the Ipswich 

Hospital but died from severe internal injuries three days later, on the 18th October 1887. He 

was laid to rest in the Ipswich General Cemetery the following day, possibly with his son, 

Thomas. 

Mary enjoyed seeing two of her children marry and raise families. Her daughter, Mary was 

joined to George Shard in 1881 and they raised a family of eight. Her son, William wed 

Wilhelmina Wencke in 1897 and they had four offspring.  None of Mary’s other sons married. 

Mary passed away on the 19th December 1922, 

on her farm at Milbong. After internment the 

next day in the Milbong Cemetery by Rev. J.T. 

Williams, who conducted the service for her 

family and many mourners, she found her rest in 

eternal peace. 

 

 

 

Death certificate for John Campbell with description of his accident 

Headstone for Mary 

Ferguson Campbell 
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TOMAS CAMPBELL 

Section 4 - Grave 35 

 

Tomas Campbell is listed on the register as passing away on the 17th February 1910, at 35 

years of age. A search of all registrations under various spellings and various dates of death 

have revealed no such registration. He remains an enigma waiting to be solved. 

 

 

 

M. CAMPBELL 

Section 4 - Grave 45 

 

M. Campbell is on the register as a nine-day-old female who passed away on the 1st July 1919. 

Could this infant be a child of William and Wilhelmina Campbell (nee Wenck), who lived in the 

area with their family and were having babies at the time? Possibly, the child died before her 

birth was registered, so the family may not have informed the relevant authorities. 

The register transcripts have this entry as – “Colin Henry Campbell born to William Henry and 

Elizabeth Hughes”. This is not correct as this Colin Henry Campbell died in 1960 in Brisbane. 

 A view of the Milbong Cemetery 
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WILLIAM AND WILHELMINA (NEE WENCK) CAMPBELL 

Section 4 - Grave 60 and Grave 104 

 

William Campbell was born on the 28th May 1871 at Milbong to James and Mary, (nee 

Ferguson) Campbell. He was the seventh of their nine children. Sadly, William lost several of 

his siblings as very young children. William would have been amongst the first pupils of the 

Milbong School when it opened in 1876. 

On 1st December 1897, William married Wilhelmina Amelia Sophia 

Wenck/Wenek/Wencke at the home of Mr. B. Taylor, Denmark Hill, Ipswich. 

Wilhelmina was born on the 3rd April 1881 to Anna Christine Wenck and Julius 

Oberlander at Rosewood Scrub. Wilhelmina’s mother, Anna arrived in 

Moreton Bay, Queensland in February 1879, aboard the ship “Charles 

Dickens” with her parents, Reimer and Katrinka, (nee Payson) Wenck and her 

nine siblings. Her mother Anna, later married Carl “Charles” August Rossow 

and had a large family of twelve. 

William and Wilhelmina settled on their farm “Highland”, at Milbong and raised their family. 

Firstborn was Irina (1898), then Isabella (1899), followed by John Brannigan (1901), William 

Hugh (1902), Violet (1904), Colin (1905), Thomas (1907), Dorothy (1909), Mary Jane (1913), 

Eva Mary (1915), Beryl (1916), with Hugh Thomas and Malcolm Charles bringing up the tail. 

Wilhelmina lost two of their children at birth, one within a couple of weeks of birth, and 

another at the tender age of two. 

William Campbell was a highly respected, active member of the community, serving on the 

Milbong School Committee for many years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anna Christine 

Wenck 

Electoral rolls from 1903 and 1922, just prior to William’s death 
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William and his sons worked their farm at Milbong, until ill health prevented him from 

continuing. William, 53, passed away on the 28th June 1924. His remains were interred in the 

Milbong Cemetery where his funeral rites took place. His obituary and death notice appeared 

in several of the local newspapers. 

 

Wilhelmina continued to live on the family farm with the help 

of her son, Malcolm and his wife, Jeanette, until her passing on 

the 11th June 1963, at the age of 82. After her burial service two 

days later, she joined husband, William and her children in the 

Milbong Cemetery. 

 

 

 

 

 

The grave of William and Wilhelmina Campbell in the Milbong Cemetery 
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DANIEL JOSEPH AND SARAH OPHELIA (NEE TAYLOR) CASEY 

Section 2 - Grave 96 and Grave 106 

Daniel Joseph Casey was born on the 20 

September 1869 at Normanby Gully 

to William and Bridget, (nee 

Costello) Casey. He was the fifth 

of their eleven children. 

Daniel’s parents, William Casey 

and Bridget Costello were 

married on the 2nd July 1861 in St 

Mary’s Church, Ipswich, after 

William had explored his options in 

Sydney. Bridget Costello was born in 

Dronkeen, County Limerick, Ireland in 

1843 to John and Catherine, (nee 

Horrigan) Costello. Bridget arrived in Moreton Bay, Queensland  in 1860 and wed William a 

few months later.  

Daniel had nine siblings. His eldest brother, Charles was born in July 1862 but died at seven 

months of age. His remaining siblings were - Bridget, Catherine, John, Daniel, William, Ann, 

Charles, Mary, Michael and Alice. Two of his sisters joined the Catholic Church as nuns and a 

brother became a priest. 

Daniel purchased a parcel of land at Anthony sometime in the 1890s. He called his property 

“Grassy Hills”, ran a dairy herd and grew some crops to supplement the farm’s income.  

On the 1st March 1905, 

Daniel shared nuptials 

with Sarah Ophelia 

Taylor at St Mary’s 

Church, Ipswich. He 

built a new home on his 

property, “Grassy Hills” 

for his family.  

 

 

Sarah Ophelia Taylor was born on the 19th March 1879 in Ipswich to Winterbottom and Sarah, 

(nee Radford) Taylor. Winterbottom and Sarah immigrated from Royton, Lancashire, England 

on the “Sultana”, arriving in Moreton Bay on the 1st November 1862 with their two children, 

Mary, aged two and Thomas, aged nine months.  Sarah had ten siblings - Mary, Thomas, 

Amanda, Robert, John, Winterbottom, Marcellus, Horatio, James and Abigail. 

 “Grassy Hills” home built by Daniel Joseph Casey at Anthony 

 

Sarah Ophelia Casey, nee 
Taylor Daniel Joseph Casey 
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Daniel and Sarah welcomed their four children - Daniel Patrick (1906), William (1907), John 

(1909) and Leona Alice (1911). 

The Casey children were educated at both the Milbong and Milora schools. Daniel Casey was 

both an eloquent, and informed speaker, and his talents were often called upon at religious, 

social and civic occasions. Daniel and Sarah had a very strong faith and often hosted the 

visiting Catholic priests when touring their parish from St Mary’s in Ipswich. 

The family expanded when son, William (Bill) married Veronica 

(Ronnie) Ryan (1938) and daughter, Leona wed Keith Kennedy 

(1940). Their grandchildren began arriving not long afterwards. 

Daniel Joseph passed away at the age of 81, on the 22nd October 

1950, after a short illness. His funeral service took place at the 

Catholic Church, Peak Crossing and he was interred in the Milbong 

Cemetery on the 24th October. His funeral was one of the largest 

attended in the district. 

Sarah was known as a very 

social person who loved 

attending the dances at 

the Milbong School, and it 

was a common sight to see 

her sulky coming down the 

road with her lantern 

swinging off the back of it.  

Sarah continued living on 

the farm for many years, 

operating it with the help 

of her son, Bill and 

daughter-in-law, Ronnie. 

She celebrated her 98th 

birthday in St Andrews 

Hospital, Ipswich.  

Sarah passed away on the 9th May 

1977 and was laid to rest with her 

husband in the Milbong Cemetery on 

the 13th May. 

 

 

JOHN CASEY 

 

Sarah and her sulky with grandson Bill 

onboard  

The grave of Daniel Joseph and Sarah 

Ophelia Casey 
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DANIEL PATRICK CASEY 

Section 2 

Daniel Patrick was the first-born child of Daniel Joseph and Sarah Ophelia, (nee Taylor) Casey. 

He was born at “Grassy Hills” homestead, Anthony on 20th February 1906. He was soon joined 

by siblings - William (1907), John (1909) and Leona (1911). 

The children were all educated at both the Milbong and Milora Schools. After leaving school, 

Daniel continued to help with the running of the farm at “Grassy Hills” until he purchased his 

own farm on Harrisville Road, Milbong. 

Daniel passed away on the 29th August 1992, aged 86 years. He was buried in the Casey 

family plot at Milbong Cemetery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1968 Electoral Roll 

At left – 

Daniel, aged 

approx. 7 

years 

At right - 

Daniel is his 

later years 

 

Above) Daniel’s plaque and the Casey 

graves in the cemetery (at left) 
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JOHN CASEY 

Section 2 - Grave 46 

John was only nine years old when his young life was cut short. 

John was born at “Grassy Hills”, Anthony on the 1st July 1909 to Daniel 

Joseph and Sarah Ophelia, (nee Taylor) Casey. He was the third of 

their four children: the others being Daniel Patrick, William and Leona 

Alice. 

His father, Daniel had purchased their property sometime in the late 

1890s and John began his schooling at Milbong. His health had always 

been poor, as he was plagued with heart problems. His parents did 

everything they possibly could to help their child, but he passed away 

on the 10th August 1918, and was laid to rest in the Roman Catholic 

section of the Milbong Cemetery two days later. A family anecdote 

relates that when young John died, his Uncle Bill rode into Boonah 

and paid 12s 6d for his plot in the cemetery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L to R. Daniel Patrick, William 

and John Casey 

John’s grave in the Casey plot, 

Milbong Cemetery 

John Casey 
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RALPH AND AGNES (NEE HORN) CLARK 

Section 4 - Grave 63 and Grave 47 

 

Ralph and Agnes were mature immigrants when they arrived in Queensland, being 51 and 48 

years old, respectively. 

Ralph was born in 1835 in Newcastle on Tyne, Northumberland, England to John and Mary, 

(nee Guthrie) Clark. He trained as a railway engine driver, and as such, travelled round much 

of England. 

On the 10th July 1857, he took Agnes Horn as his bride 

at New Monkland, Airdrie Scotland. Agnes was born in 

1838 in Kirkintillock, Scotland to David and Agnes, (nee 

Booch) Horn. 

Ralph and Agnes resided in New Monkland where 

Ralph worked on the railways.  Agnes’s father, David 

Horn (72) and her brother, David (16) lived with the couple and their baby, Agnes. By the 1871 

census, the family had moved to Golspie, in Sutherland, Scotland. The family then included 

their younger children - Ralph, John, David and baby Mary and the census paper noted a 

washerwoman was employed to help with the daily chores. 

By the 1881 census, there were two more children - Henry and Emily, and their address was 

27 Tomnahurich Street, Inverness.  

In 1886, the family left 

Scotland for Australia 

and travelled on the 

ship “Dacca”, arriving 

on the 8th March 1886. 

The ship carried 431 

immigrants, having left 

London on the 25th 

January. There was one 

death on board during 

the voyage; a single man who died of pneumonia and was buried 

at sea off Aden.  Ralph and Agnes’s two older sons, Ralph and David had already travelled to 

Queensland, arriving on the ship, “Linlithgo” on the 15th January 1884.  

The family settled in Radford for about ten years before purchasing a farm at Milbong from 

Mr. Bartlett in 1914. Ralph, Agnes and their son John were the only members of the family 

who stayed on the land. 

Their son, Henry Clark survived several years of service with the Australian Army in Europe 

during the First World War, and afterwards he was a supervisor of the Pikedale Soldier 

Settlement. He arrived home just prior to his mother’s death in 1919. 

“Dacca” - 1886 
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Agnes, 81, passed away on the 14th January 1919 after a six-month illness. Agnes had a 

graveside service conducted by Mr. D. McKenzie of the Christian Brethren faith at the Milbong 

cemetery on the 18th January 1919. 

Ralph passed away on the 18th March 1925, at the age of 90. He was buried in the Milbong 

Cemetery with his wife the following day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The graves 

of Agnes and 

Ralph Clark 

Obituaries 

for Agnes 

Clark and 

Ralph Clark 
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EDWARD JOHN AND LOUISA IDA (NEE BAUMANN) COWELL 

Section 4 - Grave 65 and Grave 87 

Edward John Cowell, a native of the rural town of Rosewood in Queensland, spent his life 

working on the land at his family’s property then his own farm. 

Edward John was born on the 13th January 

1875, to Edward and Jane, (nee Whitmore) 

Cowell. He was the eldest of eight. Edward 

and Jane immigrated in Queensland on the 

“Royal Dane” in 1873. They took up a selection 

of land in Rosewood where most of their 

children were born.  They occupied this block 

for eleven years before moving to Peak 

Crossing.  

 

On the 28th October 1903, Edward and his bride, Louisa Ida Baumann celebrated their nuptials 

at her father’s home at Peak Crossing. Louisa was one of four daughters of Carl Friedrich 

Wilhelm and Friedrike Wilhelmine Amalie, (nee Nehls) Baumann, born about 1879. Carl,  

Friedrike and their two daughters - Maria, 9 months and Anna Nehls, 3, left Hamburg, 

Germany on the 21st May 1878, aboard the “Herschel” with 336 other immigrants. The vessel 

arrived in Maryborough, Queensland on the 10th September 1878. 

 

Edward and Louisa settled on a farm at Roadvale where their other children were born - 

Maria,  Charles (1904), John (1906), Linda (1910), Arthur (1912) and Vera (1914). As students, 

all attended Obum Obum school where both parents became very involved in school 

activities. Edward served on the school committee and Louisa helped with catering at several 

school functions. Edward was still very active on the school committee, holding the position 

of Treasurer, just months prior to his death. 

Unfortunately, Edward did not live to see any of his children marry. However, Louisa did, and 

she also welcomed grandchildren. The weddings celebrated were – Arthur to Edna Kleinhaus 

(1934), Charles to Alwine Muller (1928), John to Lilly Harding (1930), Linda to Ralph Hornburg 

(1933) and Vera to Paulus Lotz (1935). 

Royal Dane voyage of 1873 

Passenger list for 1878 voyage of the “Herschel” with the Bauman family aboard 
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 Edward passed away on the 16th September 1926 

after a lengthy illness. He was only 51. He was 

interred a couple of days later in the Milbong 

Cemetery.  

Louisa, 54, died on the 15th May 1940 in the Ipswich 

Hospital. Her funeral left from the Congregational 

Church at Milbong for the cemetery where she joined  

husband in rest. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Cowell graves in the Milbong Cemetery 
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ERNEST FREDERICK WILHELM DRAHEIM 

Section 4 - Grave 33 

Ernest Frederick Wilhelm Draheim was born on the 10th February 1839 in Rollwitz, Germany 

to Christian and Emilie, (nee Kemp) Draheim. 

On the 6th February 1866, Ernest arrived in the port 

of Brisbane from Hamburg, aboard the ship “Johan 

Cesar”. The “Johan Cesar” was a barque built in 1852 

and registered in Hamburg. She made multiple 

voyages to Australia before she was wrecked off the 

coast of Gotland in the Baltic in 1882. 

On the 13th March 1874, Ernest married Emilie Hahn. 

Emilie Albertine Hahn was born about 1859 in Germany to August and Henrietta, (nee Schulz) 

Hahn. The exact date that Emilie arrived in Australia is unknown. 

Ernest and Emilie had two sons, Wilhelm Frederick, born (2nd February 1875) and Ernest (15th 

December 1879). The family farmed at Anthony in the Fassifern, possibly with other family 

who had arrived prior to Wilhelm. The boys attended school at nearby Roadvale where their 

father, Ernest was an active member of the Roadvale School Committee. 

 

 

Ernest died on the 2nd February 1908, 

aged 72, and was buried in the Milbong 

Cemetery.  

Emilie passed away on the 29th February 

1920 and was laid to rest in the Murgon 

Cemetery.  

 

 

Ernest has no marker in the Milbong Cemetery. He is listed on the register as E. 

Dragham/Draeham. 

 

 

 

1903 Electoral roll with Ernest and Emily and their sons residing on their farm at Anthony 
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NIELS PETER EKBERG 

Section 4 - Grave 22 

 

Niels Ekberg came to Australia, never married and passed away within a short, twelve-year 

period. 

The information supplied here cannot be verified but the dates fit with what is known about 

Niels, so I have included it. 

According to the Swedish Indexed Household 

Clerical Surveys, Nils Peter Ekberg was born 

on the 20th August 1853 in Ausås, Sverige 

(Sweden). As this is a census, Niels’s parents 

have not been named. He lived in the district 

of Norra Vram, Kristianstad, possibly working 

in a grinding mill. He left the district on the 

28th October 1886 and moved to Boksklim. 

 

Niels left Ausås, Sweden on the 31st October 1887 

with his destination listed as Australia. He gave his 

occupation as “Mjölardräng” which means “miller’s 

servant”. No record of Niels’s arrival can be found. 

Possibly, Niels could have travelled to Australia, 

following his brother Alfred, as he ran a series of 

“Lost Persons” advertisements in The Queenslander 

Newspaper in 1888, trying to locate him. 

 

Niels must have had success in finding his 

brother who had settled in Milbong and followed 

him there.  Alfred had made an application for 

80 acres of land, conditionally approved in 1887, and he had written letters to the Goolman 

Council requesting permission to fence off a portion of a road leading to “Portion 10V”.Niels 

died at Milbong on the 17thDecember 1898 and was buried the following day in the Milbong 

Cemetery. 

Niels has no grave marker in the cemetery. 

Swedish Household Clerical Survey 1880-1893 – Top is  in 

Swedish – Lower is the English translation 
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JAMES EMBREY 

Section 4 - Grave 76 

 

James was the seventh child of Richard and Fanny, (nee Owen) Embrey, born on the 26th 

August 1888. James’s father, Richard had a very adventurous youth, serving in the British 

Army in India prior to arriving in Australia in 1849. He tried prospecting several times and 

fishing, neither of which progressed favorably for Richard. He married Fanny Owen on the 

19th November 1877 and had a family of eleven, three of whom died early.  

James and Isabella Campbell shared nuptials on the 17th September 1919 at Milora. Isabella 

was the second of eleven children of William and Wilhelmina, (nee Wencke) Campbell. 

William and Wilhelmina were pioneer settlers of the Milora district and are also listed as 

interred in the Milbong Cemetery. James and Isabella raised their family on their dairy farm 

at Milora. 

James and Isabella had a family of seven - Dorothy, Constance, Ronald, Percy, Dulcie, Marjorie 

and Gordon.  The children were all enrolled at the Milora School.   

James became ill and was admitted to the Ipswich Hospital, where, unfortunately, he passed 

away on the 16th July 1932, aged only 43 years. His funeral service was conducted by the Rev. 

Walker, Methodist Minister, at his home, after which his remains were taken to the Milbong 

Cemetery where his burial ceremony took place.  

1934 Milora State School photograph showing five of the Embrey children                                                                                                                     

Percy (back row - third left), Ron (back row - fourth right), Eva (second row - sixth left), Conny (third row - sixth right),                              

Gordon (front row - second right) 
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Isabella stayed on the farm for a couple of 

years but eventually she sold everything and 

moved to Grandchester where she had taken 

over a farm on a half share system from Mr. 

A. E. Mort. 

Isabella died on the 21st May 1972. 

 

 

. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Grave of James Embrey 

Documenting  history                   
at Milbong Cemetery 
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FREDERICK WILLIAM FAULKNER 

Section 4 - Grave 98 

Fredrick William was the infant son of Robert William and Frances, (nee Kersrow) Faulkner. 

Frederick died soon after birth and was buried in the Milbong Cemetery on 28th March 1953.  

He was the first child for Robert William and Frances Faulkner who were married on the 30th 

August 1950.  Robert was the son of 

Thomas William Faulkner and Abigail, 

(nee Titcomb) Faulkner. Tiny Frederick 

was their grandson. 

Frances came from Cooyar. 

 

Robert and Frances had three more 

sons - Robert, James and Sydney. 

After leaving the family farm, Robert 

and Francis moved to Lower Mt 

Walker where they worked a farm. They later shifted to Rosewood where Robert toiled as a 

machine operator. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Florin Evening in honour of the 

recent marriage of Mr. R. W. 

Faulkner of Woolooman to Miss 

Kersrow of Toowoomba will be held 

in the Milbong School Play shed, on 

Saturday September 16th. All 

welcome. So, roll along. Ladies - 

bring a cake please. 

 

Robert William Faulkner and his bride, Francis Kersrow - 1950 

A view inside the                        
Milbong Cemetery 
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GRAHAM FAULKNER 

Section 4 - Grave 86 

Graham Faulkner was the only 

son of Florence Hilda Rosabelle 

Faulkner, and the grandson of 

Thomas Faulkner and Sarah 

Ann, (nee Timms) Faulkner. 

He was born in 1930, into the 

very large Faulkner family. 

Graham and his mother lived in 

Ipswich where he attended 

West Ipswich State School and 

was a member of the West 

Ipswich Congregational Church. Graham participated in many 

school and church activities. In 1935 he took part in a fancy-dress costume parade, and at a 

church function he presented buttonholes to guests at the Rainbow Fair. 

Florence moved with her son back to 

Woolooman and stayed with her brother as 

Graham suffered from asthma and she 

thought the move to country might help his 

condition, but tragically, he was killed in a 

timber-felling accident on 5th January 1940. 

His grief-stricken mother placed “In 

Memoriam” notices for many years in local 

papers on the anniversary of Graham’s 

death. Florence never married. 

Graham Faulkner 

Florence Hilda Rosabelle Faulkner 
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The following article relates to an Inquest into the death of Graham Faulkner, held at Boonah. 
It was posted in the local newspapers. 

“BOY KILLED. EVIDENCE AT INQUEST. Woolooman Scrub Accident. BOONAH. January 25 
(1940). Adjourned from Harrisville to Boonah for the evidence of Sergeant A. Hogan an inquest 
into the death of Graham Faulkner (9), who was killed when struck by a falling tree at 
Woolooman on December 5, was resumed in the Boonah Coroner's Court to-day. Mr. L. H. 
Roles (District Coroner) was on the bench. Sergeant Hogan stated that at about 9 p.m. on 
December 5 he took possession of the body from Constable Kennedy, Harrisville. At the 
morgue a post-mortem examination by the Government Medical Officer showed that death 
was due to a compound fracture of the skull and haemorrhage from the neck. Witness 
produced the certificate showing the cause of death, and the inquest was re-adjourned to 
Harrisville. 

EVIDENCE AT HARRISVILLE. The inquest into the child's death was opened in the Harrisville 
Coroner's Court on Tuesday, when six witnesses were examined by Sergeant S. D. Kreutzer. 
The Harrisville District Coroner (Mr. E. J. Hayes) was on the bench. Constable Kennedy stated 
that he had been informed that the boy's uncle, Samuel Bertram Faulkner and Thomas Harold 
Faulkner had been felling a tree on the former's property at Woolooman for the purpose of 
splitting posts for a new fence being erected nearby by Ernest Rewald and Robert Gerkow.  

His inquiries showed that Graham Faulkner, son of Florence Hilda Faulkner, had been watching 
the men working. The tree was cut so that it would fall in the direction opposite to where the 
men were erecting the fence and where the boy was sitting. It twisted on its stump, however, 
and fell towards the men and the boy. Rewald and Gerkow just got clear, but the boy was hit 
by the head of the tree. He was carried to the home of Samuel Faulkner, and the Ambulance 
and Dr. Fraser were summoned from Boonah. On arrival at Woolooman, Dr. Fraser 
pronounced the boy to be dead. SKULL BADLY FRACTURED. 

Witness said that he and Sergeant Kreutzer went to Woolooman as soon as the accident was 
reported. In Samuel Faulkner's home he saw the boy's body on a couch. There was a bad 
fracture on the side of the head and a gaping wound between the right shoulder cap and the 
neck. Later, added witness, he, with Sergeant Kreutzer and Samuel Faulkner, went to the place 
where deceased had met with his injuries. Witness described the axe cut in the tree and the 
mark left by a wedge which had been used in an effort to fell the tree in the direction opposite 
to where the boy was sitting, and the two men were working on the fence. Witness declared, 
that as a result of his inquiries and his inspections of the tree and the manner in which it was 
cut, he was satisfied that Graham Faulkner's death was purely accidental and that no blame 
or negligence could be attached to anyone.  

Evidence also was given by Florence Hilda Faulkner, who said that she had lived in Ipswich 
until December 1938, when she went to stay with her brother. She made the change believing 
that life in the country would benefit the boy's health, as he had suffered from asthma. 
Thomas Harold Faulkner, Samuel Bertram Faulkner, Ernest Rewald, and Robert Gerkow also 
gave evidence.”  
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JAMES ARNOLD FAULKNER 

Section 1 - Grave 1 

 

James was born on the 18th May 1886 to Thomas Faulkner and Sarah Ann, (nee Timms) 

Faulkner. He was named for his older brother, James Arnold, who passed away in April 1883, 

on the ship “Duke of Buccleuch”, en route to Brisbane. He was buried at sea off Townsville.  

James (the younger brother) died on 

the 7th August 1886, at age three 

months, as a result of whooping cough. 

He was entombed, either the same day, 

or the next, in the newly opened 

Milbong Cemetery. It is thought his was 

the first burial in the cemetery. His 

grave is near the right-hand side of the 

entrance gate and there is a plaque 

(shown at left), marking its situation.  

 Death Certificate for James Arnold Faulkner which helped to solve the mystery of the lost grave in Milbong Cemetery 
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Below, is the story of how the identity of the “T. Faulkner”, buried in 1886, was established, 

as told by Paul Faulkner who carried out the research. 

THE LOST IS FOUND 

“The Cemetery Register for Grave Number 1 simply says “T Faulkner, Male, Church of England”. There is no 

date, but Grave number 2 is dated 15 March 1888. 

That was a bit sketchy, but the Family tree should help identify “T Faulkner”. Sure enough, there he was – 

Thomas William Faulkner, Son of Thomas and Sarah Ann Faulkner. He was the only T Faulkner of his 

generation apart from my Grandfather, who was born later.  

I mentioned this to my cousin Glenys, who had some of the family history of the voyage out from England 

of Thomas and Sarah. Glenys told me that I was mistaken. Thomas Faulkner, aged 4, died in 1883 on the 

ship coming from England while it was sailing up the Brisbane River. He was buried at Toowong Cemetery. 

Another brother had died at sea off Townsville.  

A check at Toowong Cemetery revealed the record for Thomas, and his grave location. 

One mystery was solved, but another was still outstanding. 

Another check of the family tree revealed James Arnold Faulkner, born and died in 1886. The date was 

possible, but the name was wrong, unless……. 

Perhaps I had committed the cardinal sin of a historian. I had jumped to conclusions. Why did the Secretary 

record the name as “T Faulkner”, rather than recording the Christian name? Presumably, because he did 

not know the name. The name of a young baby might not have been known by the Secretary. Could it be 

that “T Faulkner” was the name of the father? Could the entry simply mean “child of T Faulkner”? Only a 

Death Certificate could provide definitive proof.  

Certificate 1886/1473 did indeed provide the answer. James Arnold Faulkner, aged three months, was 

buried on 8 August 1886 at the One Eye Waterhole Cemetery.   

But where was the grave? The Council had lost the cemetery map, so this might be hard. A photocopied 

map provided by Glenys covered part of the cemetery, but much was still missing. The partial map did not 

contain Grave 1. If the grave was there, it seemed to be unmarked. 

There was one other avenue available to me. If I have a question about local history, my first port of call is 

to John Bader. Twenty years older than I am, he has a great local knowledge. John and Joyce knew where 

the grave was – go through the front gate and turn right. I found a disturbed area that could possibly be a 

child’s grave, but there was nothing definitive.  

The final piece of the jigsaw was provided by Russell Foelz who is part of a crew who do a great job in 

maintaining the cemetery. He told me the exact location, and, sure enough, there it was, quite a distance 

away from the rest of the graves.  

A long furrow mark from a single furrow plough is still visible going north-south near the main body of 

graves. Presumably it is the baseline from which the cemetery was surveyed. Perhaps the new trustees had 

not even mapped out the design when James was buried. Burials could not be delayed in those days, so the 

safest place for a child’s grave was probably right beside the fence.  

I am grateful for the help. We have now located all the Faulkner graves in the cemetery. Locating James 

made the records whole. It would have had a feeling of incompleteness had Grave 1 not been found.” 
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JAMES ARNOLD FAULKNER 

Section 4 - Grave 100 

James Arnold Faulkner was the eldest son of 

Thomas William and Abigail, (nee Titcomb) 

Faulkner.  

Born on 25th May 1907, he grew up on the 

land at Woolooman and followed family 

tradition as a farmer. A big party was thrown 

for his 21st birthday in May 1928, where much 

merriment ensued and his coming of age was 

celebrated in style. 

On the 4th April 1934, a wedding ceremony was held for James and his bride, Bertha Elizabeth 

Wegener at her parents’ home at Woolooman, at which the Rev. J. T. Williams officiated. 

Bertha came into the world on the 24th November 1915, the fourth of nine children. They 

were - George, Edith, James, Bertha, Bertram, William, Vida, Phyllis and Frederick (who sadly 

died in infancy). Their parents were Wilhelm and Agnes Esther, (Stringer) Wegener. Bertha 

and her siblings grew up in the Woolooman district, as did her husband, James. 

James and Bertha settled into their new life together and were vital links in the social fabric 

of their community. Their offspring were - Neville, Fay, Rhondda and Glenys. 

James undertook Army service within Australia during World War Two, between 1940 and 

1947, though he still had the farm to run in Woolooman. After the war he returned to his 

property. 

Tragically, on the 22 August 1954, James was killed when the brakes on his truck failed on a 

steep road in Woolooman. He left behind his widow, Bertha, and children - Neville, Fay, 

Rhondda and Glenys.  All his family were in the truck with him when the accident occurred, 

and all sustained injuries, though none were life-threatening. 

A burial service was held for James in the Milbong Cemetery on the 24th August 1954. 

James Arnold Faulkner 
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After several years as a widow, Bertha 

remarried. Her second husband was 

Herbert James Yarrow and they operated 

dairy farms at Milbong and Teviotville.  

Herbert, 78, died on the 18th August 1987 

and Bertha, 74, passed away on the 13th 

September 1990. They lie at rest together 

in the Boonah General Cemetery.  

 

 

A view in Milbong Cemetery 
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SYDNEY FAULKNER AND LILLIAN (FORMERLY FAULKNER) NEE ROSS 

Section 4 - Grave 97 and Grave 107 

 

Sydney Harold (Syd) Faulkner was born on the 7th March 1889 

at Milbong to Thomas and Sarah Ann, (nee Timms) Faulkner. 

He was the eighth of their ten children. He grew up on the 

family farm at Milbong and was a boisterous child, given he 

had a traumatic fall from a tree requiring hospitalization 

when he was just eight years old. 

In November 1916, he was granted a temporary exemption 

from active duty in the Defence Forces, along with his 

brother, Samuel Bertram Faulkner. As they were farmers, 

their skills were needed on the land during the war. 

It appears Sydney was a bit of a larrikin in his day, as in May 

1920, he and some of his relatives and friends were 

caught illegally shooting possums and were fined. 

When in his early forties, Sydney and his bride, Lillian 

Ellen Elizabeth Smith chose the 18th April 1931 as 

their wedding day. Afterwards, they resided at 

Zinglemann Road, Milbong and Sydney worked on 

the family farm. By 1934, they had moved into 

Ipswich where Sydney was a labourer.  

During this time, Lillian gave birth to a son, Sydney 

Lloyd.  Lloyd was obviously as accident prone as his 

father as he was injured in a fall, aged 3, in 1937, 

and again, in a fall from a bike, at 15, in March 1950. 

Sydney Harold Faulkner 
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Sydney and Lillian were involved with the St. John Ambulance Brigade in the 1940s at 

Bundamba, both attending many functions and awards. Given how accident prone the family 

was, this was probably fortuitous! 

They were living in Keogh Street, West 

Ipswich at time of Sydney’s passing on 

the 28th February 1952, aged 62. He was 

interred with other members of his 

family in the Milbong Cemetery. 

After Sydney’s death, Lillian married 

Wallace Alexander Ross in about 1960. 

They lived in Keogh Street, Ipswich until 

Wallace’s passing in 1966.  

 

 

Lillian then left Ipswich, moving 

several times before settling in 

Toowoomba where her son resided.  

She remained there, until her life 

ebbed away on the 30th August 1995, 

at the ripe old age of 95.  

Lillian Ellen Elizabeth, (formerly 

Faulkner, nee Smith) Ross was laid to 

rest with her first husband, Sydney 

Harold Faulkner in the Milbong 

Cemetery. 

 

 

1934 and 1943 Electoral roll for Sydney and Lillian Faulkner 

Milbong Cemetery 
entrance 
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THOMAS AND ABIGAIL (NEE TITCOMB) FAULKNER 

Section 4 - Grave 78 and Grave 101 

Thomas William Faulkner was born 

on the 27th July 1883 to Thomas and 

Sarah, (nee Timms) Faulkner. He 

was named after his big brother, 

Thomas William who died, with his 

younger brother, James on the 

voyage  to Australia. Thomas and 

Sarah hailed from Warwickshire, in 

England and immigrated in April 

1883.  

 

Thomas William Faulkner and his elder sister, Annie were soon joined by their younger siblings 

- Maud, James, William, Sydney and Samuel. They all grew up on the family farm at Milbong. 

On the 7th November 1906, Thomas  William 

married Abigail Titcomb. Abigail was born on the 2 

August 1886 to James (Jim) and Mary Ann, (nee 

Saville) Titcomb and she grew up at Cannon Creek. 

She was the second of their six: the rest being - 

Sarah, Louisa, John, James and William. 

The family farmed at Zinglemann Road, Milbong, 

and also worked the nearby Nelson farm.  About 

this time, a fire destroyed their Milbong house and 

it is possible that this precipitated their move to 

Woolooman in about 1922. There they farmed, and 

Thomas also engaged in other pursuits, including 

bullock driving, cream carting and mail delivery. 

Both were also active members of the small, but 

vibrant Woolooman and Milbong communities. 

Their ten children quickly followed:  James Arnold 

(Jim) (1907), Thomas Harold (Mick) (1908), Mavis 

Ellen (1910), Violet Mary (1912), Sarah Ann (Sally) 

(1915), John Allan (Jack) (1917), Margaret (1919), 

Annie Beryl (1921), Louisa Florence (Louie) (1923) and Robert (1926). All attended the 

Milbong and Woolooman schools, depending on which was operating at the time. A busy life, 

many children and a house fire probably combined to help create an amusing situation that 

came to light in 1972. When an uncle died intestate that year, the siblings needed to obtain 

copies of their birth certificates, and five found that their ages were out by a year! 

James (Jim), Thomas and Abigail                                

with baby Thomas (Mick) 

Thomas William Faulkner Abigail Faulkner, nee 
Titcomb 
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As the siblings matured, they married folk from local families - Jim (Bertha Wegener), Mick  

(Sylvia Fawdry, the second school teacher at Woolooman), Mavis (Alf Cruickshank), Violet 

(Joseph Sheahan), Sally (Ben Johnson), Jack (Beryl Jaenke), Margaret (Ted Clarke), Annie 

(Leonard Verrall), Louie (Phillip Scott) and Robert (Frances Kersrow). 

Thomas, 52, died suddenly on the 27th April 1935, and his passing shocked the whole 

community. He was interred in the Faulkner plot in the Milbong Cemetery. Assisted by family, 

Abigail stayed on the farm until her death at 72 years of age, on the 15th March 1958. After 

her funeral service, she joined her husband in the Milbong Cemetery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Four generations 

of the Faulkner 

Family c1930 

L-R Abigail with 

baby Doris 

Cruickshank, 

Thomas William, 

Thomas (Snr), 

Mavis and Alf 

Cruickshank, and 

Mary Ann 

Titcomb 
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THOMAS AND SARAH (NEE TIMMS) FAULKNER 

Section 4 - Grave 64 and Grave 75 

Thomas Faulkner was 

baptised 20 Mar 1856 in the 

parish of St Nicholas in 

Warwick, Warwickshire, 

the son of William and 

Elizabeth Faulkner. His 

father, a labourer, had died 

by the time of the 1871 

census and Thomas, aged 

11, was already out working 

as a labourer. 

On 12th August 1878, he wed local girl, Sarah Ann Timms in the parish church of St Nicholas, 

Warwick. He was 22 years old and stated his occupation as a plumber. Sarah was 21 years old 

at the time of her marriage. She was born in about 1858 to Samuel and Hannah Timms and 

was the youngest of their six children. 

By 1883, Thomas and Sarah, together with 

their young family - Annie 4, Thomas 3 and 

James 1, decided to emigrate so boarded 

the vessel, “Duke of Buccleuch”, departing 

England on the 10th February 1883. It 

arrived in Moreton Bay on the 11th April 

1883. Misfortune was such, that their two 

sons, James Arnold, just an infant, and 

Thomas William, aged 3, both passed 

away on the voyage. James was buried at 

sea off Townsville, and Thomas was 

interred in the Toowong Cemetery, 

Brisbane (the ship was travelling up the 

The 1878 Parish Register for St Nicholas – Marriage of Thomas Faulkner and Sarah Ann Timms 

 

The “Duke of Buccleuch” at dock 

Thomas Faulkner Sarah Ann Faulkner, nee Timms 
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Brisbane River when Thomas breathed his last). Unknown are the reasons for both deaths. 

Their other child, Annie, aged 4, survived the journey. 

Thomas (Snr) worked on the old Fassifern Station before purchasing a farm in Zinglemann’s 

Road, Milbong. He and Sarah had ten children; six of whom survived to adulthood. As was 

common in those days, a younger child was often given the name of a preceding infant sibling 

who had died, hence the duplication of names amongst their children. Birthdates of their 

children and names of their marriage partners follow: 

Annie, (1879) wed Charles Henry Elsworthy; Thomas William, (1880) died (1883) on the 

voyage out, as did James Arnold, born (1882); Thomas William, (1883) tied the knot with 

Abigail Titcomb; Maud Ellenor, (1884) shared vows with William John Muddle; James Arnold, 

(5th May 1886), died (7th August 1886) – his being the first burial in the Milbong Cemetery; 

William John, (1887) took to wife Ethel May Ramsay; Sydney Harold, (1889) wed Lillian Smith; 

Samuel Bertram, (1893) stayed single and 

Florence Hilda Rosabella, (1895), also 

remained single. 

Thomas and Sarah farmed at Milbong for over 

thirty years before handing the reins over to 

their sons and moving to West Ipswich. But 

retirement meant not sitting back and relaxing 

for either Thomas or Sarah, as they involved 

themselves in community and political groups. 

Life ended for Sarah on the 15th November 

1925 in Ipswich. Thomas lived almost another 

ten years, passing away on the 27th April 1935, 

also in Ipswich. They rest together in the 

Milbong Pioneer Cemetery. 
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WILLIAM AND ETHEL (NEE RAMSAY) FAULKNER 

Section 4 - Grave 88 and Grave 91 

FLORENCE MAY FAULKNER 

Section 4 - Grave 50 

William John (Bill) Faulkner was born 

on the 8th July 1887 to Thomas and 

Sarah Ann, (nee Timms) Faulkner at 

Milbong. He was the seventh of their 

ten children. 

On the 4th July 1917, William took to 

wife, Ethel Ramsay at the home of 

his parents at Milbong.  

Ethel May Ramsay was born in 

Brisbane on the 12th June 1890 to 

John William and Emily Theresa, (nee 

Russell) Ramsay and was the fourth of their eight children. Ethel lost three of her siblings as 

infants, or as young children. 

Bill and Ethel lived on their farm at Zinglemann Road, 

Milbong. Their children were - Florence May, Jean, Edward, 

Vincent and Doris. 

Sadly, Florence May did not survive, passing away on the 4th 

August 1919 while still very young. The Bereavement Notice 

(below) mistakenly has the baby’s name as “Ethel May”, 

instead of “Florence”. 

 

 

 

When Bill and Ethel left the farm, they went to live in West 

Ipswich then later to Brassall, Ipswich. 

William John (Bill) was deceased on the 28th April 1941, at 

the age of 53. He was laid to rest, a couple of days later, 

with the other members of the Faulkner family in the 

Milbong Cemetery. 

William John Faulkner 
Ethel May Faulkner            

(nee Ramsay) 
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Ethel May Faulkner outlived her husband by two years, passing on the 21st November 1943.  

Her remains were laid to rest with her husband, Bill at Milbong, the following day. 

 

 
Some of the Faulkner Family Graves in the 

Milbong Cemetery 

Some views inside the Milbong Cemetery 
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GEORGE FINNEY 

Section 4 - Grave 32 

 

George was the fifth of seven children born to Henry (Harry) and 

Caroline, (nee Verrall) Finney on the 20th August 1880, at Redbank 

Plains. 

His father, Harry was born in 1847 in Coventry, Warwickshire, England 

immigrating with his parents, William and Charlotte Finney and siblings 

on the “Young Australia” in 1862. His mother, Caroline was born in 

1848 in the Richmond River District, New South Wales to George and 

Sarah, (nee Keach) Verrall. 

Harry wed Caroline on the 28th August 1867 at Redbank Plains, where 

the bride’s father was an early pioneer settler. Harry later took up several selections of land, 

consisting of 78 acres in 1875 and 78 and 88 acres of land in 1879, in the parish of Normanby. 

George’s siblings, and their birth years were – Thomas (1867), John (1869), William (1870), 

Charlotte (1875), Ada (1884) and Ethel (1888). The children travelled eight miles each day to 

the Milbong School as the Limestone Ridges School had not been established at the time. 

 
The family of Harold and Caroline Finney                                                                                                                                              

Left - Caroline (Verrall), William, Charlotte, George                                                                                                                    

Right - Ada, Ethel, Henry 

George Finney 
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As he grew older, George helped his parents 

run their property at Spring Vale until ill- 

health forced him to retire from manual 

work. The family believe George died from 

complications associated with diabetes. He 

passed away on the 12th August 1907 and 

was buried in the Milbong cemetery.  

Harry died on the 14th February 1923 and 

Caroline followed him on the 11th June 1933.          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Obituaries 

for Harry 

Finney and 

Caroline 

Finney 

Grave and headstone of George Finney 
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WILLIAM AND CHARLOTTE (NEE SMITH) FINNEY 

Section 4 - Grave 21 and Grave 25 

William and Charlotte Finney were early settlers of the Fassifern District, arriving in 

Queensland aboard the migrant vessel, “Young Australia”, on the 12th August 1862. 

William Finney was baptized on the 27th October 1816 in Stoke, Warwickshire. His parents 

were Andrew and Sarah, (nee Webster) Finney. On the 11th February 1838 he was united in 

wedlock with his chosen bride, Charlotte Smith in the Holy Trinity Church, Coventry. 

Warwickshire. 

Charlotte was baptized on the 12 March 1819 at St Michael’s Church Coventry, Warwickshire. 

Her parents were John and Ann Smith. The silk weaving industry was established in Coventry 

in the seventeenth century, at a time where most of the work was classified a cottage 

industry, in that, weavers used handlooms to weave silk ribbon in people’s houses. By the 

nineteenth century, half of the working population in Coventry was employed in the silk 

industry, including William and Charlotte. 

 

Their family expanded with the entrance into their lives of - Charlotte (1838), Mary Ann 

(1841), Henry (1847), Selena (1850), William (1853), Martha (1855), Thomas (1857), Arthur 

(1859) and Rose (1861). Sadly, two of the children did not survive infancy. William died in 

1854 and Thomas, in the same year of his birth, 1857.  William, Charlotte, Mary Ann, Henry, 

Selena, Martha, Arthur and Rose all arrived in Brisbane aboard the “Young Australian” on the 

12th August 1862. They were fortunate that their sea voyage was rather uneventful. Their 

William and Charlotte’s marriage entry in the Holy Trinity Church, Coventry, Warwickshire - 1838 

1851 Census for Coventry showing William, Charlotte and family 
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eldest daughter, Charlotte had married George Haughton in Coventry in 1856, and they 

remained in England. 

In 1869, William took advantage of the freehold land selection offers from the Queensland 

Government and chose two blocks in Normanby -  one being 101 acres in size and the other 

60 acres. He grew both cotton and sugar cane before converting his farm to dairying. William 

continued to work this land until his demise. 

The Finney children married into other local families. Mary Ann made a match with Robert 

Neander (1864); Henry and Rose married siblings, Caroline and George Verrall (1880 and 

1882); Selena wed Hamilton Johnston (1870); Martha and Charles Johnstone entered 

matrimony (1872) and Arthur and Mary Jane Taylor shared nuptials (1880). 

William died from 

senile decay on the 

25th May 1898, at 

82. He was interred 

the next day in 

Milbong Cemetery. 

Charlotte survived  

husband, William, 

by two years, 

entering her rest on 

the 23rd April 1899, 

aged 80. Charlotte 

was then entombed 

with him in the 

Milbong Cemetery, 

after many locals 

had paid their last 

respects at her  

funeral service. 

 

 
The damaged graves of William and Charlotte Finney  
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JOHANNES HEINRICH GESLER 

Section 4 - Grave 103 

PHYLLIS EDNA GESLER 

Section 4 - Grave 61 

 

It appears that Johannes Heinrich Gesler’s  birth was registered as Johannes Fredrich Gesler. 

Possibly, this was an error on the part of a parent. Johannes was generally known as Henry. 

Johannes was born on the 20th February 1878 to Wilhelm and Ernestine, (nee Muller) Gesler, 

possibly on their property at Boonah. Wilhelm, aged 32 and Ernestine, aged 23 were residents 

of Schmöllen, Prussia, Germany prior to emigrating. They left Hamburg on the 13th October 

1865 on the ship, “Cesar Godeffroy”. Wilhelm gave his occupation as a labourer. The ship 

arrived in Moreton Bay on the 13th February 1866 with 318 immigrants onboard. 

After their arrival, Wilhelm and Ernestine took up land in the Fassifern and  raised their family,  

beginning with the birth of Justoff (Gustoff) (1866), followed by Wilhelm (1870), Helene 

(1871), Johannes (1878), Fredrich (1882) and Christian, whose birthdate is unknown. He died 

(16th December 1885). 

Henry worked the land with his father until 

around 1912 when he took up his own selection 

at Hoya. He tied the knot with Wilhelmina Bader 

at her father’s residence on the 3rd May 1905. A 

very detailed description of their wedding was 

published under the “Orange Blossom” column in 

the Ipswich Herald on the 9th May 1905, page 3. 

Wilhemina was the third of five offspring born to 

Johann and Augusta, (nee Koop) Bader on the 5th 

April 1879, at their Milbong property. 

The couple had two children while living at Hoya.  

Phyllis came into the world on the 4th February 

1907 and Gladys entered life on the 19th March 

1914. Sadly, for the family, Phyllis passed away 

on the 7th April 1924, aged 17. 

 

Passenger list for the “Cesar Godeffroy “with Wilhelm and Ernestine Gesler listed 

 

(at left) Published Annual Meeting of the Roadvale 

School of Arts, showing Henry as its Secretary 
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Henry changed his occupation after moving to Roadvale, operating a carting business which 

lasted several years. He was a very civic minded person, being a member of the following:  

Teviotville School Committee, Mt Alford School Committee, Boonah Branch of the Qld 

Farmers Union, Fassifern Agricultural and Pastoral Association and the Roadvale School of 

Arts committee. Even so, he still managed to find time to be a very active resident of the 

Goolman Shire, attending many of their shire meetings. 

Henry and Wilhelmina had the pleasure of 

witnessing the marriage of their younger 

daughter, Gladys to Roy Jackson on the 16th 

September 1939. 

Henry’s life ended on the 3rd July 1962, aged 

84. He rests in the Milbong Cemetery.  

 

 Wilhelmina survived her husband Henry by 16 

months, passing on the 4th November 1963.  

Johannes Heinrich Gesler (Henry) and his 

daughter, Phyllis have no grave markers in the 

Milbong cemetery. 

 

 

 

(at right) A typical Arbor Day Celebration                          

Henry Gesler as a school committee member 

helped on the day. 

Milbong Cemetery view 
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CYRIL JOHN GOEBEL 

Section 4 - Grave 38 

Cyril was a nephew of Grace Bartlett who died in December 1895. Grace is also buried in the 

Milbong Cemetery in grave number 18. Grace’s sister, Ethel May Goebel was Cyril’s mother. 

Cyril John Goebel was born on the 6th September 1911 at Milbong, to Johannes Heinrich and 

Ethel May, (nee Bartlett) Goebel. He was the first of their four children. 

Johannes Heinrich Goebel was born on the 7th May 1879 at Mutdapilly to Johannes Jost and 

Auguste Friederike, (nee Webber) Goebel. Johannes Jost arrived in Moreton Bay in 1863 at 

the age of six with his parents and siblings, aboard the “La Rochelle”. Auguste Friederike 

arrived in Moreton Bay as a ten-year-old with her parents and siblings, aboard the “Herschel”. 

Johannes Jost and Auguste shared wedding vows on the 9th January 1879, possibly at her 

parents’ home, Churchbank. They had fifteen offspring, of whom Johannes was second born. 

 

Johannes Heinrich married Ethel May Bartlett on the 30th May 1911. Ethel was the fifth of ten 

girls, born to  parents William and Mary, (nee Stafford) Bartlett on the 5th January 1886.  

Johannes and Ethel settled at Rosewood where Johannes ran his farm. Cyril was their 

firstborn, in 1911, but he sadly perished on the 8th May 1912 from “congestion of the lungs, 

interception of the bowels and heart failure, after a fit of coughing”. By this description, it 

appears Cyril had suffered greatly. He had been ill for three weeks prior to his demise, being 

only eight months old. Possibly, the family was staying with Ethel’s parents, William and Mary 

Bartlett at Milbong, and that could be why young Cyril was buried in the Milbong Cemetery. 

 

 “La Rochelle” 

 

 “Herschel” 

 

Death certificate for Cyril John Goebel (Part 1) 
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Tragically, Cyril was not the only child of John and May to pass away. They had a little girl on 

the 10th September 1915, who died on the same day she was born. 

The couple did, however, have two more children - Jean Ruth (19th October 1917) and Rowena 

Bartlett (8th November 1920), both of whom reached adulthood and found marriage partners. 

Jean wed Ernest Milward (1938) and the following year, Rowena shared marriage vows with 

William Brown. 

Johannes and Edith moved to Mt Colliery from Rosewood in about 1928, then to Tallymorel, 

near Killarney where Johannes worked as a teamster. The family remained in this district until 

they retired to Wynnum in 1949. It was there that Johannes passed away, aged 75, on the 

18th March 1957. He was interred in the Ipswich General Cemetery with his daughter, Rowena 

Brown who was deceased on the 22 March 1997, aged 77. Widowed in 1957, Ethel moved to 

Tallymorel to be near her daughter, Jean, and it was there that her life ebbed away on the 7th 

July 1972. She was laid to rest in the Eden Gardens Memorial Park, Warwick. 

 

Cyril’s grave in the Milbong 

Cemetery is marked by a peg only, 

and his actual grave site cannot be 

confirmed. 

 

 

 

 

 

Death certificate for Cyril John Goebel (Part 2) 
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GEORGE AND JULIA (NEE FALVEY) GORDON 

Section 4 - Grave 44 and Grave 41 

 George Gordon’s life began on the 5th September 1834 at 

Burnside, South Lanarkshire, Scotland. He was the eldest son 

of George and Janet, (nee Kay) Gordon. At the age of 13, 

George went to sea and sailed around much of the world for 

about five years, trying his luck on the gold fields of New 

Zealand and Australia. It was while he was in Victoria that he 

met and married a young Irish immigrant, Julia Falvey, in 

Melbourne in 1867. Julia was born in Tralee, Ireland in 1845 

to Daniel and Alice, (nee Bryan) Falvey. 

George and Julia returned to 

Scotland for a family visit, 

and   whilst they were there, 

convinced George’s brother, 

Robert, his sister, Janet and Julia’s sister, Bridget to return to 

Australia with them. The Gordon family group arrived in 

Australia on board the “Young Australia” in August 1869. 

As a result of the breakup of Fassifern Station, George 
purchased portion 249, consisting of 159 acres. He called his 
property “Heatherwick”, and with his brother, Robert grew 
sugarcane very successfully, until Robert later selected his 
own property.  

George and Julia raised a large family on their farm at 
Anthony. They were - George (1869), Alice (1870), Janet 
(1873), Robert (1875), Bessie (1878), Julia Helen (1880), 
Norman (1883) and Nile (1885). The children 
attended the local Milbong School and the local 
church. 

It would appear George had an astute business 

mind, as well as being a hard worker who loved to 

tinker with new gadgets. He set up his own sugar 

mill and brewery, “Blunter Brewery”, employing 

20 to 30 men during the crushing season. When 

there was a glut of sugarcane, he began making 

treacle and travelled around the district selling his 

treacle from a wagon.  

George was also opportune, recognizing the potential of the dairy industry as better security 

for his family, so turned to dairy farming and installed one of the first cream separators in the 

district. Over the years he increased his herd, though he never milked a cow himself! 

“Young Australia” at anchor 

Passenger Ticket                                             

listing all the Gordon family 

George and Julia Gordon, nee Falvey 
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Julia was well known for her sense of humour, her cooking skills and her propensity for hard 

work. The pair were also noted for their hospitality to travellers and visitors to the district.  

George and Julia watched their family mature, all marrying into similar pioneering families in 

the area. George married Lucy Sarille (1903), Alice wed Edward Weise (1893), Janet married 

Frederick Panitz (1895), Bessie and Richard Leonard shared marriage vows (1904), Julia Helen 

tied the knot with James Barlow (1906), Norman married Ellen Mullins (1907) and Nile shared 

nuptials with Georgina Berry (1908). 

Julia’s life ended on the 1st July 1913, at the age of 71, and she was laid to rest in Section 4, 

Plot 41 of the Milbong Cemetery. George died in February 1916, at the age of 81½ years of 

age, and was interred in Section 4, Plot 36 of the Milbong Cemetery. 

THANKS – “The Family of the late George Gordon desire to tender 

their heartfelt thanks to all the kind friends who sympathised with 

them on the occasion of the death of their late father, also all who 

sent messages of condolence, especially Mr and Mrs D.J. Casey 

and Mr E. Oakhill and family”. 

 

 

Graves of George and Julia Gordon 



82 
 

LORNA GORDON 

Section 4 - Grave 102  

 

Lorna Gordon was born on the 13th February 1909 at “Heatherwick”. 

She was the eldest child of five born to Nile and Georgina, (nee Berry) 

Gordon. Before taking over his father’s property, Nile and his wife 

Georgina worked a property at Munbilla. Their children attended the 

Milbong School. Lorna continued to live on this property for several 

years. 

Lorna involved herself in the Milbong district, serving on the Ladies 

Committee of the Congregational Church, as well as many of their sub- 

committees, including the sports and show committees. Lorna and her 

brother, Berry remained on the family farm, developing their skills, 

and giving special attention to presenting their prize-winning cattle. When war was declared, 

Berry enlisted and was away for several years, leaving Lorna to support their parents in the 

day-to-day running of the farm. 

When their father, Nile died, Lorna and Berry took over the running of “Heatherwick”. Lorna 

bred beef cattle on “Heatherwick”, and she continued to use the “GGO” brand that her 

grandfather registered in 1873. Lorna and Berry opened their home every year for a “Gordon 

Family Reunion” which was always well attended. 

In her later years, Lorna was assisted in the running of the property by her nephew, Gordon 

Lewis, and by his family. Lorna never married. 

Lorna passed away on the 14th May 1989 and her ashes were laid on the grave of her parents, 

Nile and Georgina Gordon in the Milbong Cemetery. 

 

 

 

 

 

Lorna Gordon 
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NILE AND GEORGINA (NEE BERRY) GORDON 

SECTION 4 - Grave 102 and Grave 95 

Nile Gordon was born on the 20th March 1885 at 

“Heatherwick”, Milbong. He was the youngest of seven 

children born to George and Julia, (nee Falvey) Gordon. 

Nile attended the local state school of Milbong.  He was a very 

accomplished cattle breeder and was present at many a local 

show with his prized Jersey cattle. 

On the 15th September 1908, Nile and Georgina Berry wed in 

Ipswich, Queensland. Life for Georgina began on the 12th 

September 1884; her parents being James and Janet, (nee 

Gordon) Berry. Janet was also the sister of Nile’s father, 

George, and his brother, Robert.  Georgina was the fourth of 

James and Janet’s six children. 

Nile and Georgina lived at “Heatherwick” with his parents and took over the running of the 

farm after their deaths. Nile and Georgina had a family of five - Lorna (1909), Berry (1910), 

Doris (1913), Eva (1917) and Janet (1922). The couple lost Janet at just two days old. Janet 

was also buried in the Milbong Cemetery, in Section 4, Grave number 57.  

Nile and Georgina were very involved in the local 

community, assisting in the church and various 

other activities. Nile was also very vocal with his 

concerns about the state of services within the 

local council. He continued to show his prize cattle 

for many years, and after gaining much respect 

from show committees, was invited to judge the 

various cattle classes. 

As the years passed, their children matured and 

began to make their way. Eva married Gordon 

Matheson and lived in Oxley, whilst Doris and Wallace Lewis wed and lived in Ipswich. Both 

Berry and Lorna remained single and continued living on the family farm. Georgina died, aged 

64, on the 23rd September 1948. Nile was 76 when he passed away on the 11th October 1961. 

 He rests side by 

side in Milbong 

with Georgina.  

  

 

 

 

(at left) Graves of 

Nile and Georgina 

Gordon in Milbong 

Cemetery 

One of the many reports in the local papers of 

Nile’s wins on the show circuit 

 

Nile Gordon 
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ROBERT AND BRIDGET (NEE FALVEY) GORDON 

Section 4 - Grave 36 and Grave 62 

Robert Gordon was the third 

child of George and Janet, (nee 

Kay) Gordon born at Burnside, 

South Lanarkshire, Scotland on 

the 12th August 1838. Robert 

proved to be rather a bright 

child who experienced some of 

his schooling in Ireland where 

he showed ability in chemistry 

and agriculture.  

 

Robert’s elder brother, George 

decided he wanted to leave Scotland, so he travelled widely round the globe. On his return to 

Scotland with his new wife, Julia, George convinced his brother, Robert and his sister, Janet 

to return to Australia with them. Julia’s 13-year-old sister, Bridget, in Ireland, also joined the 

group, before leaving to board their passage back to Australia. They arrived in 1869.  

After making landfall, the group headed to Queensland and George selected some land at 

Anthony, later moving to the Milbong district. Robert helped his brother George on his farm 

for several years before taking up his own selection at Milbong, choosing lots 182 and 181B, 

consisting of 118 acres. Robert named his homestead, “Gibraltar”. 

In 1875, Robert married Bridget Falvey, 

Julia Gordon’s young sister who had 

travelled with the Gordons from Britain. 

Bridget was born to Daniel and Alice, (nee 

Bryan) Falvey on the 18th February 1855 in 

Tralee, Country Kerry, Ireland. 

After their marriage, Robert and Bridget 

involved themselves in community life. 

Robert and a neighbour, Peter Nelson were 

instrumental in the construction of the 

Milbong School, supplying the timber 

needed for building. Robert and Bridget 

were also much involved in the establishment of the Congregational Church in Milbong and 

Robert nurtured the Sunday School there for almost forty years. He also grew cotton for many 

years on his property and enjoyed some very profitable years. 

Over time, Robert and Bridget raised eight offspring - Robert Berry (1878), Philip Henry (1883), 

John Albion (1885), James Alexander (1887), Rosabella Mabel Bridget (1889), Charles Edwin 

(1892) and Stanley (1894). Sadly, their third child, Daniel (1880) died at the age of two.  

Painting of Gibraltar homestead 

 

Robert Gordon 
Bridget Gordon, nee Falvey 
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As the children matured, they found life partners - Robert and Ellen Smith (1905), Phillip and 

Harriett Butwell (1909), John and Elizabeth Lander (1915), James and Mary King (1921), 

Rosabell and Daniel Frey (1917), Charles and Aileen Nelson (1923) and Stanley and Lylia 

Mathers (1927). Some worked the land while others realized different walks of life. 

Life ended for Robert on the 28th May 1911. He 

was 72. Bridget lived on until the 27th November 

1924. She reached the age of 69. The couple rest 

together in the Milbong Cemetery. There is no 

memorial marking their graves.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Robert and Bridget Gordon             

with their children 

Back: James, Robert, Phillip, John 

Middle: Bridget, Robert and Rosie 

Front: Stanley and Charles 
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ARTHUR AND EMILY (NEE ALFORD) GRAY 

Section 4 - Grave 79 and Grave 90 

Arthur Phillip Gray was born at Mutdapilly on 

the 27th March 1879, the sixth child of 

Walter and Eliza, (nee Garrett) Gray. Walter 

and his brother, Silas grew up in Somerset 

England and married two sisters, Eliza and 

Jane Garrett who also happened to be their 

cousins. Walter, Eliza and their children, 

Mary Jane and Joseph emigrated from 

Somerset on the barque, “Storm King”. They 

were accompanied by Walter’s brother, Silas, 

his wife, Jane and their two children, Clara and Walter. The families arrived in Moreton Bay 

on the 2nd May 1873. 

Arthur grew up in the Mutdapilly area and attended the Normanby State School (later known 

as the Mutdapilly State School). Arthur probably worked on his father’s farm, and that of his 

neighbours, until he had gained enough experience to take up a selection of his own. 

On the 22nd February 1905, Arthur married Emily Ada Alford at her father’s home at Anthony. 

Emily was born at Bundamba on the 23rd August 1883 to George and Maria, (nee Solway) 

Alford. Emily was the second of their seven children. She spent her early years in Ipswich 

before her father took up a selection in the Teviotville district. Emily’s grandparents were 

neighbours of the Gray family at Mutdapilly, and this is possibly how the young couple met. 

It was not long before their family began arriving with the first of their five girls – Thelma, 

(1905), followed by Edna (1906), Reta (1908), Phyllis (1910) and lastly, Myrtle (1913).  

It would appear from the various places of birth of the children that Arthur and Emily moved 

around the district share farming, working and living on other people’s farms and sharing the 

profits. They eventually settled at Woolooman where they grew small crops, milked dairy 

cows and raised pigs.  Arthur 

also worked in the local 

timber industry. He was well 

known in the district for his 

superior skills operating his 

team of plough horses, 

which he had trained to 

respond to his commands by 

using a unique system of 

tongue clicks. 

Gray family home at Woolooman 

 

Arthur Phillip and Emily Ada Gray, nee Alford 
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The girls were educated at different schools over the years, but in the main, their education 

occurred at Tylerville where Walter worked in the timber industry. Arthur and Emily watched 

their girls mature and marry some of the young men of the district. Thelma married Andrew 

Beitzel (1931), Edna wed David (Goff) Llewellyn (1930), Reta shared nuptials with George 

Clarke (1927), Phyllis wed Jeffred Taege (1935) and Myrtle married John Topel (1936). 

Arthur’s life came to an end 

on the 24th January 1936, at 

their home in Woolooman, 

as a result of carcinoma of 

the stomach. He was 

interred in the Milbong 

Cemetery two days later.  

Emily remained on her own 

for several years before 

marrying a widower, Louis 

Thieman, from Nanango.  

 

They lived in the Gray family home at Woolooman. Emily and Louis were only married for two 

years before Emily died on the 13th October 1943 from a malignancy. She was laid to rest with 

her first husband, Arthur Gray in the Milbong Cemetery on the 14th October 1943.  

Louis went to live with Edna and Goff in Ipswich for a time, 

before shifting back to Nanango where he moved into the 

Orana Rest Home. He passed away there, on the 9th June 

1973. He was buried in 

the Taabinga Cemetery, 

Kingaroy. 

 

The Gray sisters - Reta, Thelma, Myrtle, Edna and Phyllis 

(Below) Grave of Arthur 

Philip and Emily Ada Gray 
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JAMES AND MARY (NEE MEIKLE) HANSON 

Section 4 - Grave 72 and Grave 66 

 James Peter Hanson was born in 1841 in 

Denmark to Jens and Cecelia, (nee 

Pearson) Hanson. His mother passed 

away when he was quite young, so James 

was reared by friends.  

James is thought to have come to 

Australia in 1871, as the only person 

found with that name was onboard the 

“Clanranald” as a seaman, arriving in 

Sydney on the 11th August 1871. Family 

hearsay claims he began his journey in 

Copenhagen, travelled to Glasgow, 

boarded  the vessel “Clanranald” there 

and sailed for Australia, finally jumping ship in Moreton Bay, Queensland. 

In the Colony, James found work in the mines at Redbank. During the time he lived there he 

met his future wife, Mary Meikle, a native of Waterside, Ayrshire, Scotland.  Mary was born 

on the 25th March 1850 to William and Mary, (nee Brown) Meikle. William, Mary and their 

children - William, Malcolm, Jane, Janet and Mary arrived in Queensland in 1861. 

James and Mary shared wedding vows at Riverview, on the 29th December 1874 and lived at 

Bundamba for a couple of years. They then took up Lot number 206, consisting of 286 acres 

at Milbong, naming their property “Rais Views”. In time, they welcomed  Mary Cecilia (1875), 

Jane Matilda (1877), William George (1879) Janet Meikle (1882) and James Peter (1884). 

 A busy day on the Hanson property at Milbong 

 

Mary, (nee Meikle) and husband James Hanson 
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As years went by, the Hanson offspring attended Milbong School and Milbong’s 

Congregational Church; their  dynasty extending as most of them wed life partners - Mary and 

Julius Top (1890), Jane and Ernest Hornburg (1894), William George and Mary Muller (1904), 

Janet and Albert Hornburg (1901) and lastly, James and Martha Baumann (1909). 

Sadly, two of James and Mary Hanson’s children predeceased them - Mary Cecilia on the 14th 

January 1898 and James Peter on the 7th March 1921. 

Mary Hanson’s life ended on 

the 10th May 1927, following 

a short illness. After an 

ailment that lasted several 

weeks while in the Ipswich 

General Hospital, James 

followed her two years later, 

on the 14th June 1929. The 

couple rest at peace together 

in Milbong Cemetery. 

 

 

 

 

 

(at right) James 

and Mary 

Hansen with 

some of their 

children and 

grandchildren 

The weatherworn grave of 

James and Mary Hanson 
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JAMES PETER HANSON 

Section 4 - Grave 55 

JAMES CHARLES HANSON 

Section 4 - Grave 39 

A young man who died in the prime of his life is how we would look at the death of James 

Peter Hanson. He was the youngest son of James and Mary, (nee Meikle) Hanson born on the 

27th September 1884 at Milbong. Along with his siblings, he attended the Milbong State 

School and the local church. 

On the 26th May 1909 he married Martha Baumann, possibly at her family home in Boonah. 

Martha was one of five daughters born to Carl Frederick William and Frederike Wilhelmine, 

(nee Nahls) Baumann on the 20th May 1882. Carl and Frederike arrived in Maryborough on 

the “Herschel” in 1878 with their first child, Maria who was nine months of age at the time.  

After their marriage, James and Martha settled at Milbong. Their first child born was Linda 

Dorothy (1910), followed by James Charles (1912) and George  (1914). Sadly, they lost James 

Charles at eleven-days-old. He was buried in grave number 39 of the Milbong Cemetery. 

 

 

 

Over the next few years, James and Martha continued to farm at Milbong. It must have been 

a tragic day for Martha when James died on the 7th March 1921. He was only 36 years old. He 

was buried in the Milbong cemetery two days later, very close to the grave of his young son. 

Linda Dorothy, their only daughter, wed Samuel Muller on the 12th June 1929 and moved to 

Roadvale where she and her husband operated a farm for many years.  

Martha and her son George continued to farm at Milbong until her death on the 8th March 

1975. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

1925 Electoral roll for Moreton (James had actually 

passed away in 1921 but was still on the roll 

1954 Electoral roll for Moreton                                       

for Martha and George 

Hanson family plot 
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PERCY HOBBS 

Section 4 - Grave 24 

Young Percy Hobbs lies in an unmarked grave in the Milbong Cemetery. Percy was born on 

the 26th May 1898 to Richard and Johanna, (Voight) Hobbs. He was the fourth of their six 

children. Percy passed away at Milbong on the 15th January 1899 at the age of 7 months. He 

was buried in the Congregational section of the cemetery the next day. 

Richard Hobbs began life on the 15th March 1863 in 

Micheldever, Hampsire England to Jacob and Ester, (nee 

Tibblen) Hobbs. He immigrated to Queensland in 1874 

on the “Royal Dane” with his parents and siblings - 

Charles, Fanny, Ann and Thomas. 

Upon arrival, the family settled at German Station 

(Nundah). Richard wed Johanna Caroline Voight on  the   

27th October 1886 at German Station. Johanna entered 

life in 1866, at German Station, to Wilhelm and Luise 

Caroline Emilie, (nee Heinrich) Voight. Wilhelm and Luise 

emigrated on the “La Rochelle” in 1863. The family 

settled at German Station as it had quite a large German 

population where work was easily obtained.  

Richard and Johanna 

eventually took their 

family to the district 

of Rosewood where 

they stayed for about 40 years. Their offspring were - 

Walter (1892), Stanley (1893), Elsie (1894), Cecil (1900) 

and Gladys (1905).  

It is not known why the family was at Milbong at the time 

of Percy’s death, but his last resting place in Milbong 

Cemetery is marked only by a peg with the number 24 on 

it. Also unknown is whether it is situated on Percy’s grave. 

Both his parents died at Rosewood. Richard passed away 

on the 19th January 1934 and was laid to rest in the  Stone 

Quarry Cemetery, Rosewood. His mother, Johanna died  

on the 20th June 

1950. 

 

Royal Dane  

 

The La Rochelle 

 

Grave 

marker for 

Percy in 

Milbong 

Cemetery 
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JOHANN CHARLES AND ELIZABETH KATHERINA (NEE HAIS) IHLE 

Section 6 - Grave 6 and Grave 34 

Johann Charles Ihle, known as John, a native of Wiensberg, Wurttemberg, Germany began 

life on the 27th May 1835; his parents being Andreas and Christine Margarethe, (nee 

Bohrkircher) Ihle. John and his brother, Andrew left Hamburg on the “Johan Cesar” in October 

1854, arriving at the Port of Adelaide, South Australia in January 1855.  

From there, the ship sailed on to 

Moreton Bay in Queensland. 

Mostly, the passengers were 

German immigrants with skills in 

the wine making industry. At the 

time, this activity was burgeoning in 

both South Australia and South East 

Queensland. John worked for a time 

as a vine dresser at German 

Settlement (Nundah) for a Mr. C. 

Gerler. 

Family folklore relates that John heard a ship had arrived carrying new immigrants, so he 

headed to the dock, approached a group of young ladies and asked, “Who would be willing 

to take a chance and marry me?”  Elizabeth Katarina Hais is said to have accepted his offer!   

Elizabeth was born on the 22nd September 1831 in Lippen, Germany to Andreas and Mary 

Elizabeth, (nee Rassel) Hais. It is thought Elizabeth sailed to Australia with her brother, Phillip, 

his wife Catherine, and their children on the “Diana”, in May 1858. 

John and Elizabeth celebrated their wedding on the 30th May 1858 

in the Wesleyan Chapel, North Brisbane. The marriage certificate 

states Johann’s occupation as a “Bushman”, and their conditions  

noted as “Bachelor” and “Maiden”. Not long afterwards, the young 

couple removed to Cressbrook  then to Mt Brisbane. Their eldest 

child of three was named Philip Charles, born (30th May 1859) at 

Cressbrook, followed by Sophia (31st May 1860). No doubt, 

heartbreak was felt on the 21st July 1860 when Sophia succumbed 

to complications of influenza at just 7 weeks old.  She was laid to rest 

at Cressbrook. Their next child, a  girl named Isabella Smith would 

have brought the family much joy when she arrived the following 

year, on the 16th August 1861 at Mt Brisbane.  

Later, the family relocated to Fernvale, where John operated a store 

and farmed a sizeable tract of land. In 1887, they moved to Milbong, 

following their daughter, Isabella and her husband, William Brown 

who were joined in wedlock in 1885 at Ipswich. 

Philip Charles and his 

sister Isabella Smith 

Johann Charles Ihle Elizabeth Ihle, (nee Hais) 
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At Milbong, John set up his store 

again, with his son Philip handling the 

delivery side of the business. Two 

years later, on the 7th August 1890, 

John died from heart disease, aged 55. He was laid to rest the following day in the Milbong 

Cemetery by the Rev. C.T. Roper, possibly following a service in the Milbong Congregational 

Church.  After John’s demise, Elizabeth and her son Philip continued to manage the shop and 

delivery business for several years. 

The 22nd February 1909 would have been a sad day for 

the family as Elizabeth passed away, aged 77 years. She 

was buried the following day in the Milbong Cemetery 

with her husband. The Rev. J.T. Williams from the 

Congregational Church conducted the funeral service. 

Misfortune struck again when son, Philip was taken ill 

with cellulitis and was admitted to the Ipswich Hospital. 

Complications developed and Philip died from his 

condition, and that of heart failure, on the 20th June 

1909. He was buried in the Ipswich Cemetery on the 

22nd June by the Rev. Frank Duesbury of the Methodist 

faith. 

1909 was certainly a year of grief, especially for 

daughter Isabella, William and their family. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The grave plaques for Johann 

and Elizabeth Ihle 
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CATHERINE KERSLAKE 

Section 3 - Grave 28 

Catherine Kerslake is one of many infants buried in Milbong Cemetery. 

Catherine began her short life on the 6th January 1900; her parents being Thomas and 

Christina, (nee Jesberg) Kerslake. Unfortunately, Catherine lived a short eight months. She 

was deceased on the 4th September 1900. 

Her father, Thomas Kerslake was born on the 6th March 1857 in Okehampton, Devon, England 

to William and Grace, (nee Madderford) Kerslake. The 1861 census has William and his family 

living at Brightly, Okehampton, Devon. William supported his wife, Grace and children, John, 

Mary, William, Thomas, Charles and Jessica by working as a labourer, and taking in boarders 

at their home. 

By the 1871 census, Thomas had left home and joined the workforce as a 14-year-old servant 

in the home of Robert and Elizabeth Brook, an established farmer who worked 122 acres and 

employed three servants. By the time of the 1881 census, Thomas had a trade as a mason and 

was boarding in the home of John and Mary May. Thomas left England from the Royal Albert 

docks, London, on the 10th March 1884, together with 331 fellow immigrants and 20 saloon 

passengers aboard the “Almora”. The ship then sailed through the Suez Canal, into the Red 

Sea, heading to Australia. She arrived in Cooktown, North Queensland on the 29th April 1884. 

On the 10th September 1891, Thomas wed his 

bride, Christina Jesberg. Christina was born on the 

22nd January 1873 in Schlagfritz, Hesse Cassel, 

Prussia to Jacob and Christina, (nee Kronin) 

Jesberg. The family sailed from London on the 

“Dunbar Castle”, together with 293 other 

immigrants. After travelling 101 days, the ship 

arrived in Brisbane on the 24th October 1880. 

The pair began their large family of ten in 1891 

when John arrived. He was followed by William 

(1893), Mary (1895), Ester (1898), Catherine 

(1900), Annie (1901), Christina (1904), Thomas 

(1906), Gladys (1908) and Herbert (1912).  

1861 Census for the Parish of Okehampton Devon listing the Kerslake Family 
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Thomas and Christina first settled at Dugandan then moved to Milbong where they resided, 

until Thomas passed away on the 30th March 1918. 

Baby Catherine’s siblings all grew to adulthood and chose marriage partners - John (Maud 

Curling,  1915), William (Ada Barrett, 1915), Mary (Gustov Schostakowski, 1914), Ester (Ernest 

Downs, 1917), Annie (William Shard, 1918), Christina (Richard Brooks, 1921, and after 

Richard’s death wed Leslie Woodford), Thomas (Ada Niethe, 1933), Gladys (Allan Schneider, 

1934) and Herbert (Ruby Freeman, 1931). 

Their mother, Christina stayed close to the house at Milbong for several years before spending 

time with her children in their various homes. She eventually settled in Woodend, Ipswich 

where she passed away on the 25th January 1954, aged 82. She rests in the Ipswich General 

Cemetery. Baby Catherine has no marker on her grave in the Milbong Cemetery. 

Below, is an interesting account of the voyage from Plymouth to Mackay in 1884, of the ship 

“Almora”, published in the Mackay Mercury and South Kennedy Advertiser on 10th May 1884, 

page 2. The transcript is as written in the newspaper. 

VOYAGE OF THE MAIL STEAMER “ALMORA” FROM PLYMOUTH TO MACKAY 

“The following particulars of the last run of the ss Almora from Plymouth will be read with interest by 

many of our readers, who possibly preserve a lively recollection of the discomforts experienced by them 

in years gone by when first they honoured the Antipodes with a visit, and to whom the present almost 

perfect state of discipline and comparative luxury nowadays maintained on board the vessels of the 

well-known companies plying between England and this colony must seem like a dream. The ss Almora 

sailed from the Royal Albert Docks, London, on the 10th March, arriving at Plymouth on the following  

day, and having embarked 331 emigrants, in addition to 20 saloon passengers, most of whom were 

already on board, she once more put to sea, and although she experienced some very heavy weather, 

she made Port Said on the morning of the 26th, all being well, and no accident of any importance having 

occurred.  Having discharged her mission so far, the anchor was once more weighed, and at 4.30p.m. 

on the 27th, the passengers were afforded an opportunity of seeing the Suez Canal, which is so famous 

for having given name to the greatest engineering enterprise of modern times. A splendid  run down the 

Red Sea followed and took the good ship to Aden,  where the mails were duly taken on board, and 

having ministered to the vessel's requirements in the matter of coals, not forgetting the livestock for 

whose necessities stores and water were likewise shipped, the Almora again left for Batavia early on. 

the morning of the 2nd April. All being well and happy on board in the interval, Batavia was reached 

in 14 days and the usual routine— viz:, discharging cargo, shipping stores, etc , having taken place on 

the evening of the 13th April she once  more departed for Thursday Island where the weather proving 

favourable, she dropped anchor on the morning of the 26th. The following morning she started for 

Cooktown, which was  reached on the 29th and here, having transferred her mails those bearers of 

good or evil tidings which we all look forward to so eagerly, to the Governor Blackall, she once more 

turned her head towards Townsville at 8.30 on the morning of the 30th, and dropped anchor inside 

Magnetic Island on the 1st May. Left on the 3rd, and arrived at Mackay on the 8th at 4 p.m. An incident 

occurred which may be mentioned to illustrate the discipline preserved on board, and especially 

amongst the officers and crew. On the 31st April in lat. 12° 13' N. 49° 57' E., a man fell overboard at 9 

am and although the ship was going full speed ahead, the engines were immediately, reversed and the 

man picked up, apparently none the worse for his ducking, only eighteen minutes having elapsed until 

the boat was back in the davits. Where all was apparently so happy and comfortable, it would be 

invidious to  mention names, but the fact that testimonials signed by all the passengers were  presented 

to the captain, doctor, and doctor’s assistant, thanking them for the kind and courteous manner in which 

they had discharged their several functions needs no further comment”. 
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FELIX KINGSTON 

Section 1 - Grave 2 

 

The internment of Felix Kingston may have been just the second one for the Milbong 

Cemetery. He is listed on the registers as “grave number 2”, an unmarked grave. 

Felix was born on the 6th February 1888 to Thomas and Sarah, (nee Statham) Kingston, but 

sadly, lived just four weeks, passing into eternal sleep on the 15th March 1888. His parents 

laid their infant son to rest in the cemetery the same day. Felix was their eighth-born of nine.  

Thomas Kingston was born on the 25th May 

1841 in Chew Magna, Somerset, England 

to Edward and Elizabeth Kingston. He was 

christened on the 20th June 1841 in the 

Parish Church of Chew Magna. His father 

was a clock and watchmaker by trade 

which would have afforded a reasonable 

living for his family of eight children. One 

of Thomas’s brothers was also named 

Felix. I wonder if he was a favoured sibling, 

so named two of his sons after him. 

Thomas arrived in Queensland prior to 

1869, as he married Sarah Ann Statham, 

possibly at her father’s property at 

Redbank, near Ipswich. Sarah’s parents were John and Ann, (nee Tuffield) Statham and Sarah 

was their third child. She was born on the 18th August 1847 in Chesham, Buckinghamshire, 

England. At just eleven months old,  Sarah travelled to Australia in 1848, aboard the “Royal 

Saxon” with her parents, and  two siblings named William and Mary.  

Chew Magna Parish Register for 1841 with Thomas 

(highlighted) 

Passenger listing of “Royal Saxon” for John, Ann Statham and family  
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In 1869, Thomas received Government approval for the purchase of 200 acres in Alfred (I am 

unable to confirm the exact location of this property). In 1876, he also received approval for 

the purchase of two parcels of land in Rosevale - 112 acres and 488 acres. 

The older children were probably born at Alfred and the younger ones at Rosevale. Thomas 

was born (1870), Edward (1871), Martha (1874), Harriett (1876), Richard (1879), Edith (1881), 

William Felix (1884), Felix (1888) and Benjamin (1889). 

By 1913, William and Sarah moved south with some of their children, to Baan Baa in New 

South Wales. It was at Baan Baa, on the 25th January 1915  that Thomas entered his eternal 

rest. His family interred him in the Boggabri General Cemetery, New South Wales.  

 Sarah passed away on the 3rd August 1921 and was 

buried in the Baptist Cemetery at Rookwood.  

Their infant son, Felix has an unmarked grave in the 

Milbong cemetery. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

Passenger list for the Royal Saxon 1848 

1913 Electoral roll for Baan Baa in New South Wales 

Unkempt view in 
Milbong Cemetery 
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CONSTANCE MABEL KROPP 

Section 4 - Grave 17 

Constance Mabel Kropp was the youngest child of 

August and Ann Ellen, (nee Brook) Kropp, born on the 

9th November 1894, at Blantyre.  

Her father, August Kropp was born on the 15th May 1852 

in Damlos Kriess, Oldenburg, Schleswig-Holstein, 

Germany to Peter and Johanne Kropp. He came to 

Queensland as an eleven-year-old with his parents and 

siblings aboard the “Beausite”, arriving on  the 5th 

September 1863.  

 

 

August first worked for Sir Joshua Peter Bell at Jimbour on the Darling Downs, and later was 

employed as a bullock driver and cattle drover in the same area. 

August Kropp wed Ann Ellen Brook on the 6th October 1875 at Pine Mountain. Their firstborn 

was Ann who entered life on the 9th December 1856 at Platts Farm, on the Brisbane River. 

Ann Ellen Brook’s parents, John William and Elizabeth, (nee Harrison) Brook were natives of 

Yorkshire, born in 1821 and 1830, respectively. The family immigrated to Moreton Bay on the 

“Black Fryer” in April 1855 with three of their children.  

After their marriage, August and Ann travelled to Dalby where August worked as a carrier. 

Later, they moved back to Pine Mountain, then to Blantyre where August worked his farm, 

During their roving years, eight children were born to them - Anna Elizabeth (1876), John 

Peter (1879), Emma (1881), Thomas James (1884), William (1886), Henry Charles (1887), 

Winifred Grace (1889), Friedrich August (1890) then finally, Constance, number nine, was 

born at their Blantyre farm.  The couple lost William in 1886, at one month old, then, on the 

5th September 1895, Constance passed away at just ten months. The following day she was 

laid to rest in the Milbong Cemetery. Constance has no marked grave. 

After leaving the Fassifern area, August and Ann continued their roving ways. They moved to 

Ormeau then to Coomera, and later spent some years in Brisbane. Sometime later they 

returned to Coomera where they resided for another seventeen years. 

“Beausite”  passenger list dated 5 th September 1863 - and “Beausite” ship 
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August Kropp’s life 

ended suddenly on 

the 30th January 

1936, at Southport, 

aged 84 years.  

His widow, Ann 

survived him by 

fourteen years, 

passing away at the 

esteemed age of 

94, on the 29th May 

1950.  

August and Ann lie 

at rest together in  

Southport General 

Cemetery. A grand-

daughter, Kathleen 

has since joined 

them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grave of August and Ann                

in the Southport General 

Cemetery 
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JOHANN CHRISTIAN LAMPRECHT 

Section 6 - Grave 3 

Johann was one of our early, hard-working German settlers who 

helped lay the foundation of Queensland. 

Johann was born on the 5th April 1829 in Bassdorf, Brandenburg, 

Germany to Johann Christian Friedrich and Louise, (nee Liemann) 

Lamprecht. He was the eldest of their five children. 

In 1855, he married Friedericke Wilhelmine Charlotte Walther. 

Friedericke was born on the 14th August 1822 to Friedrich and Anna 

Maria Walther in Germany. Their first child, August Friedrich Wilhelm 

was born on the 5th August 1857, and a second, Christian Otto Herman 

was born in 1861 but was deceased the same year.  

In 1865, Johann made an application to the 

Government to leave Germany and 

immigrate with his family to Australia. On 

the 5th August, Johann, his wife, Friederike 

and son, August left Hamburg with 472 other immigrants, bound for Australia. They arrived 

in Moreton Bay in December 1865, aboard the “La Rochelle”. Initial shipping reports were of 

a favourable voyage, however, later reports tell of sixty-two deaths on board and the ship 

was ordered into quarantine!! Johann applied for and was granted naturalization in 1871. 

Whilst farming at Rosewood Scrub in 1873, Johann had a very public altercation with his 

neighbour, whose cattle were breaking fences and damaging his crops of corn and potatoes. 

(Court report next page) 

In 1876, Johann purchased 150 acres of land at Walloon in a Government Auction. His wife, 

Friederike went to her rest on the 19th September 1883, possibly at Walloon. 

 

“La Rochelle” – 1865 Passenger manifest with August, Friedericke and 

son August listed 

 

Johann Christian 
Lamprecht 
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After his wife’s death, Johann moved to 

Milbong. We know this from a court case 

after his death, regarding probate of his 

estate. Apparently, Johann had asked 

Mrs. Mary Giese to move into his home 

as his housekeeper on the understanding 

she would inherit the farm upon his 

death, in lieu of wages.  

On the 24th March 1888, Johann suffered 

a stroke, and as a result, sent for two of 

his neighbours, James Peter Hanson and 

Robert Gordon to help him draw up a 

Will, leaving his Estate to Mrs. Giess; and 

to witness it, which they did. 

Johann died on the 10th September 1887 

at his home in Milbong and was buried in 

the Milbong cemetery.  

 

After Johann’s demise, a case was brought against his son, August, by Mrs. Giess when he 

tried to prove invalid, the Will of his father. The testimonies of both James Hanson and Robert 

Gordon were called upon, and after deliberation, the judge found that Mrs. Giess had a valid 

Will written by Johan and witnessed, even though it had not been written by a lawyer. The 

judge found in favour of Mary Giess and Probate was granted to her. 

Johann Christian Lamprecht does not have 

a marked grave in the Milbong cemetery. 

 

Court report on Johann Christian Lamprecht’s                        

altercation with his neighbour 

 

(at right) lEntrance gate to track leading 
into the Milbong General Cemetery 
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BERTRAM AND ABIGAIL (NEE TAYLOR) LE GRAND  

Section 1 - Grave 93 and Grave 99  

 

Bertram’s father, Robert William Le Grand was a well-travelled gentleman before he settled 

down with his family on his 840-acre property “Wooyumboong” at Milbong, in 1873. 

Robert William Le Grand was born on the 31st March 1834 at St Georges Boro, Surrey, England 

to John William and Mary, (nee Harvey) Le Grand. Robert first came to Australia in the early 

1850s as a young lad of seventeen seeking his fortune on the Victorian goldfields. Having a 

moderately successful adventure, Robert returned to England and set up a contracting 

business. He wed his bride, Annie Caroline Yerbury in April 1867, in West Ham, Essex. Annie 

was born in 1839 at Aldgate, London to John and Ann Yerbury. 

In 1871, Robert, Ann and 

their three sons, Albert 3, 

Sydney 2 and Moritz 1, 

embarked as Second Saloon 

passengers on the “Royal 

Dane” for Queensland. It 

would appear they were 

accompanied by two of 

Robert’s siblings, Rosa and 

James. 

Upon arrival in Queensland, 

Robert and Annie settled on their Milbong property. It was there that the first of their 

Australian children were born - Bertram (1873), Alfred (1875), Romeo (1878) and Leopold 

(1881). 

On the 7th December 1904, Bertram and Abigail Taylor were joined in matrimony in the 

Central Congregational Church in Ipswich, by the Rev. A. E West of the Rosewood 

Congregation. Abigail was the second youngest of twelve children born to Winterbottom and 

Sarah, (nee Radford) Taylor. Winterbottom and Sarah immigrated from Royton, Lancashire, 

England on the “Sultana”, arriving in Moreton Bay on the 1st November 1862 with their two 

children - Mary, aged two and Thomas, aged nine months. The family increased substantially 

with the arrival of ten more children between 1863 and 1885. Winterbottom and Sarah were 

early settlers of the Fassifern region. 

By the time Bertram married, he and his brothers had begun a succession plan for the 

property which Bertram eventually purchased in 1904. Their father had introduced grapes to 

the district, and eventually produced award-winning vintages. He also introduced Spanish 

merino sheep, but the farm was primarily developed as a dairy farm. The well-known stone 

and timber homestead was also built by Robert. 

“Royal Dane” Passenger listing for the Le Grand family - 1871 
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Victorine Harvey Radford Le Grand 

was the first of Bertram and Abigail’s 

four children, born on 3rd September 

1905. Next was Garfield Llewellyn,  

13th December 1907, followed by 

Catherine Josephine, 29th July 1910 

and the youngest, Jean Patti Yerbury 

(Jill) on the 28th October 1920. 

Bertram continued with the dairy 

farm and the growing of crops to 

supplement his income and feed his stock. He was also heavily involved in community projects 

involving the school, local churches and the local cricket club by supporting and hosting many 

social and fundraising events. As well, Bertram apparently liked to tinker, and created a “chain 

tape” where each of the 100 links were of equal measurement. Modern measuring devises 

have been adapted from this early method of measuring length. 

Tragedy struck twice when two of their 

children, Garfield and Catherine (Cassie) 

died in 1919 and 1921, respectively. 

Victorine was the first to marry, on the 

22nd November 1924. She wed Albert 

Henry Sears.  Another bright light was the 

marriage of Jill to Roy Swain, on the 28th 

June 1941. 

Bertram passed away at the age of 72, on the 18th January 1946, at Milbong. Abigail followed, 

also at age 72, on the 19th October 1953. They lie at rest together in the Milbong Cemetery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Le Grand family at home 

Bertram on the plough c 1903 

The members 

of the Robert 

Le Grand 

family c 1903, 

with Bertram 

on the far 

right 
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CATHERINE JOSEPHINE LE GRAND 

Section 1 - Grave 56 

 

It was just two years after they had suffered the sudden loss of their son Garfield, that 

Bertram and Abigail Le Grand faced the sudden and tragic death of their 12-year-old daughter. 

Catherine, or Cassie as she was known, was the third of four children of Bertram and Abigail, 

(nee Taylor) Le Grand. She began life on the 29th July 1910 at Milbong. Like her brother 

Garfield, Cassie attended the local Milbong School.  

On the fateful day, Cassie, her sister Harvey, a 

young employee named Mary Lusk and their 

Uncle Moritz went for a swim at the local water- 

hole. They bathed  for about half an hour before 

the two younger girls stepped out of their depth 

and got into difficulties. Harvey was able to pull 

Mary to the edge but lost sight of Cassie. By the 

time their uncle had removed his artificial leg and 

calipers, Cassie had submerged. It took Moritz 

several attempts to retrieve her body and move 

her to the bank where resuscitation was 

attempted. Tragically,  she could not be revived. 

Her death was ruled a very sad accident which 

affected all those involved. The incident was 

widely reported in the press. 

Catherine Josephine Le Grand died on the 30th 

October 1921. She was buried with her brother, 

Garfield in the Milbong Cemetery. 

                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

Le Grand            

Family Plot in 

Milbong 

Cemetery 
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GARFIELD LLEWELLYN LE GRAND 

Section 1 - Grave 49 

Garfield Llewellyn Le Grand was born on the 13th December 1907 to Bertram Maximillian and 

Abigail, (nee Taylor) Le Grand. He was the second of their four children. 

Garfield’s illness came upon him very suddenly and progressed very quickly. All medical help 

was sought but there was nothing that could be done for the boy. Sadly, he passed away on 

the 6th June 1919 and was laid to rest in the Milbong Cemetery. 

Garfield was an eleven-year old student at Milbong State School. 

For his fellow students at a small country school in 1919, having one of their classmates pass 

away would have been a very emotional time.  I’m sure Garfield’s classmates would have 

been much impacted by his early, untimely and sudden death. 

 

Grave of Garfield Le Grand in the family plot, Milbong  

(above and right) Added views inside Milbong 
Cemetery 
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PHILIP LLEWELLYN 

Section 4 - Grave 85 

It was an unfortunate circumstance that Philip Llewellyn was born prematurely, in a time 

when post-natal treatment for such babies was poorly understood. This meant survival rates 

were low. 

Philip was the second child of David Godfrey and Edna Amy, (nee Gray) Llewellyn, born on the 

19th April 1939. Philip lived only eight hours, passing away in the early hours of the 20th April, 

at St Andrew’s Hospital, Ipswich. 

 

His father, David Godfrey (known as Goff) Llewellyn was born on the 12 February 1906 at 

Redbank Plains to Thomas and Margaret, (nee Wall) Llewellyn. Goff was the tenth of their 

thirteen children. They were: Harriett (1889), Lillian (1891), Rose (1892), Cecilia (1894), 

Llewellyn (1896), Mary (1897), Thomas (1898), William (1901), Alfred (1902), Goff (1906), 

Agnes (1910), Caradoc (1912) and Morgan (1914).   

The mining industry was one of the primary employers in Ipswich at the time and Thomas 

worked in the coal mines which were mostly situated in the Redbank /Goodna area.  

Death certificate for Philip Llewellyn – Parts 1 and 2 
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Edna Gray was born on the 12th August 1906 to Arthur Phillip and Emily Ada, (nee Alford) 

Gray. She was the second of five daughters born to the couple. The Gray girls born were 

Thelma Mabel (1905), Edna (1906), Reta Clarice (1908), Phyllis Alford (1910) and Myrtle 

Cynthia (1913).  Arthur worked in both the timber and farming industries.  

Goff and Edna married at the Central Methodist Church, Ipswich on the 15th March 1930. They 

built their first home in Menzies Lane, Ipswich. 

Young Philip had an older brother, Garth born in 

1933 and a younger brother, Ross born in 1940. 

In 1936, Goff was retrenched from his job in the 

mines, so the young family moved back to Milbong 

where they purchased four acres then proceeded to 

build a shop from timber purchased from another 

shop in Ipswich, after dismantling it. They then 

rebuilt it at Milbong. The Llewellyns owned and 

operated this shop until 1947, then sold it to the 

Roberts family before moving back to Ipswich. 

The pair then built a home in Rex Street, Eastern 

Heights and lived there for fourteen years, before moving to a new home in Dell Street. On 

returning to Ipswich, Goff worked for Queensland Rail as a porter at the Ipswich Railway 

Station. After the marriages of their sons, they welcomed six grandchildren. 

Goff and Edna celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary 

on the 15th March 1980 at their son, Garth’s home. 

Goff passed away on the 13th March 1986 and was buried 

in Warrill Park Lawn Cemetery. 

Edna survived Goff by ten years, passing away on the 13th   

August 1996. She was laid to rest with him in Warrill Park 

Lawn Cemetery. 

Their son, Philip was buried in the Milbong Cemetery, 

next to his grandparents, Arthur and Emily Gray. 

 Philip’s grave and headstone in the Milbong Cemetery 

Goff and Edna Llewellyn, nee Gray 
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JOHN AND AGNES (NEE CRAIG) MCLUCAS 

Section 4 - Grave 89 and Grave 81 

MARY AGNES MCLUCAS 

Section 4 - Grave 80 

 

When the ship, “Caroline” berthed in Moreton Bay, Queensland on the 14th of November 

1853, it carried a young Irish couple, together with 376 other Government immigrants. The 

couple - John, aged 21 and Sarah Ann, (nee Watson) McLucas, aged 24, from Donegal, Ireland  

were looking for a new life and more opportunities in the colonies. 

The family settled at Bundamba, Ipswich where their children were born: William (1854), 

James (1856), John,  born and died (March 1858), Joseph, ( born February 1859, died March 

1859), Robert (1860 - possibly died early though not recorded), John (1862), Andrew (1864) 

and Robert (1866). 

John McLucas, born on the 28th July 1862, took Agnes Craig as his wife on the 1st June 1882, 

in Ipswich. 

Agnes was born around 1861 in England, possibly London, to Robert and Agnes, (nee Grace) 

Craig. Agnes Craig came to Queensland sometime around 1877 but this cannot be  confirmed.  

By 1881, John and Agnes, together with John’s brothers, Andrew and Robert, took up the 

offer of land at One Eye Waterhole (Milbong). It was there that John and Agnes’s only child 

Mary Agnes was born on the 18th August 1882. Mary grew up on her parents’ farm at Milbong. 

Mary remained single, a quiet person by nature who was esteemed by all who knew her. 

Passenger listing of the ship “Caroline” of John and Sarah McLucas - 1853 
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Sadly, Mary,  aged 56, passed away in the 

Ipswich General Hospital on the 6th 

November 1936, after making her Will 

two months previously, on 24th 

September. Mary was laid to rest in the 

Milbong Cemetery the following day. 

 

 

Her mother, Agnes McLucas was not a well lady in the sunset years of her life, and it could 

have been the death of her daughter, Mary that affected her very deeply; possibly 

contributing to her death a few months later, on the 14th February 1937 in the Boonah 

General Hospital. She was laid to rest in a grave beside Mary in the Milbong Cemetery the 

following day. 

Her  husband, John remained on his farm, living to the age of 81 before his demise on the 31st 

July 1943. As was the custom of the time, he was interred the following day in the Milbong 

Cemetery with his family. 

The McLucas family have no grave markers. 
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SARAH ANN MCLUCAS 

Section 3 - Grave 7 

 

Sarah Ann McLucas was born on the 16th November 1890. Her parents, Andrew and Matilde 

(nee Wieland) were both children of pioneer settlers of the Fassifern District. 

Sarah’s father, Andrew was the eighth child born to 

John and Sarah, (nee Watson) McLucas on the 10th 

September 1864 at Bundamba, Ipswich. Her 

grandparents were young Irish immigrants who 

arrived in Queensland on the “Caroline”, in 1853. 

Her mother, Mathilde Caroline Wilhelmine 

Amanda Wieland was the youngest of nine 

offspring of Frederick and Catherina, (nee 

Diederrich) Wieland. 

The Wieland family came to the Fassifern in the era 

of the late 1880s, whilst the McLucas boys came in 

the early 1880s. Andrew and Mathilde celebrated 

their wedding on the 12th July 1886. 

Andrew and Sarah’s children were - Sarah Ann 

(1890), Matilda Mabel, (1899), Beatrice Eveline 

(1902), Ethel May (1905), William Andrew (1905), 

John Stanley (1907) and Ernest Leslie (1909). The 

younger children were born in Milbong and the 

older ones at Greenview, where the family moved 

to, in 1901. 

Baby Sarah died on the 27th December 1891 when 

the family was living at Milbong. She was taken to 

the Milbong Cemetery the next day and interred. 

The family left Milbong around 1901 and settled in 

the Wide Bay district, near Kilkivan. Andrew 

worked his farm there for the remainder of his life. 

As well, he became a very active member of the 

shire council of Wondai, holding various positions 

over the years. 

Andrew was deceased on the 12th October 1932, 

followed by wife, Mathilde on the 15th July 1947. 

They lie at rest together in the Wondai Cemetery. 

Baby Sarah Ann McLucas does not have a grave 

marker in the Milbong Cemetery. 
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PETER AND JANET (NEE MEIKLE) NELSON  

Section 4 - Grave 43 and  Grave 70 

Peter Nelson was born in Elsinore, 

Denmark, in 1842 to Andrew and 

Christine, (nee Peterson) Nelson. 

Peter is descended from a long line 

of farmers so it seemed only 

natural that he would also follow 

in their footsteps. A yearning for 

adventure had Peter sailing to 

Australia, possibly around 1857. He 

spent several years working on the 

gold fields of Victoria then tried his luck in 

New Zealand.  

 

 

Returning to Australia in 1868, he began exploring his options in Queensland. He lived in the 

Goodna area and worked in the local coal mines at Redbank. It was probably while working 

there that he met his future wife, Janet Meikle. 

Janet was born on the 9th September at Waterside, Ayrshire, Scotland to William and Mary, 

(nee Brown) Meikle. William, Mary and their children - William, Malcolm, Jane, Mary and 

Janet arrived in Queensland in 1861. Peter and Janet shared nuptials on the 5th August 1869 

at the home of the bride’s father at Riverview, a suburb nearby where the young couple lived. 

Soon, Peter applied to purchase Lots 73 

and 205 at Milbong. Both consisted of 

160 acres each. Peter called his 

property “Waterside” after his wife’s 

birthplace. Their family increased over 

the following years with the arrival of: 

William (1870), Christina (1873), Mary 

Brown (1875), Andrew (1878), Jane 

(1880), Grace Meikle (1883), Frederick 

(1885), George (1888), Andrea (1890), 

Neil (1893) and Aileen (1895). 

During their years at Milbong, Peter and 

Janet worked hard and were active members of their community. Peter not only operated his 

dairy farm but also ran the local store and Janet became the local post mistress. They also had 

the reputation for being genial hosts to those travelling through the small township. Peter 

was a member of the Co-operative Cattle Dip Company and of the local State School 

Committee. 

Nelson family home “Waterside” at Milbong 

 

Peter Nelson Janet Nelson, nee Meikle 
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Peter and Janet’s offspring all found marriage partners: William (Frances Young, 1896), 

Christina (John Roberts, 1897), Mary (George Lochel, 1900), Jane ( Matthew Bloomer, 1913), 

Grace (Herbert Shaw, 1921), Andrea (Matthew Mullins, 1912) and Aileen (Charles Edwin 

Gordon, 1923). 

Peter and Jane lost their first son, William on the 28th December 1917; also, their youngest 

son, Neil (Pte. 5437 of the 9th Battalion) on the battle fields of France on the 11th August 1918. 

Possibly, it was at the Battle of Amiens which began on the 8th August, lasting three days.  

 

Peter passed away on the 6th December 1915 after a long illness, and his remains were 

interred in the Milbong Cemetery the following day. 

Janet outlived her husband by several years, passing away on 3rd December 1928. She rests 

with her husband in the Milbong Cemetery, following her interment the next day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The grave of Peter and Janet is covered by the famous “Milbong Rose”. 

The grave marker 

of some of the 

soldiers lost at 

Amiens (at left) 

Neil now lies in 

the Heath 

Cemetery, 

Harbonnieres 

The memento 

sent to the family, 

commonly known 

as “dead man’s 

penny” (at right) 
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MARY (NEE MAHER) O’DAY 

Section 2 - Grave 13 

 

Mary was born in Clane, County Kildare, Ireland to Patrick and Rosa, (nee Hickey) Maher and 

baptized on the 22nd October 1827 in the Parish Church. Clane is a small town in Kildare, 

whose history probably goes back to the Clane Friary which was founded there around 520 

A.D. by Aibe of Emly, Bishop of Ferns. Ruins of old monasteries and churches can still be seen 

in the area today. 

On the 28th June 1856, Mary married Denis Day/O’Day in the Parish Church of Edenderry, 

County Kildare. Denis was born around 1825 in Kings Country, Ireland to Denis and Mary, (nee 

Egan) O’Day. They had two little girls born in Ireland – Marianne (1857) and Julia (1858). The 

family took the opportunity of assisted passage to Australia, and so sailed on the “Hannah 

More” which arrived in Sydney, New South Wales on the 6th May 1860. Denis gave his age as 

33, his occupation as labourer, and he could read and write. Mary was 33 and could read only.  

Their voyage was not happy as their eldest daughter Marianne died while in transit. 

Upon arrival in Sydney, the young family made their way to Moreton Bay, and subsequently 

settled at Pine Mountain, before moving to Milbong which had recently  become settled with 

the breakup of the Fassifern Station.  Denis chose Portion 109, consisting of 158 acres.  

Further children were born to the couple over the years – William (24th May 1860), Dennis 

(Jnr) (22nd July 1862), Patrick (22nd February 1865), Roseanna (3rd February 1868) and Michael 

(6th December 1871). Sadly, Michael died as a toddler (16th November 1872). 

Denis (Snr) and Mary watched as their family matured over the next twenty years or so, in 

the Milbong area.  Patrick selected Portion 10V of 56 acres and wed Mary Koop (1886). 

William took up Portion 138, consisting of 155 acres and wed Winifred Sarah Kelly (1885). He 

Parish Register from Clane, County Kildare with the baptism entry for Mary Maher in 1826 

Parish register of Edenderry, County Kildare with the 1856 marriage of Denis and Mary Day/O’Day 

The passenger list of the Hannah More, with the notation of the death of Marriane during the voyage 
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passed away (December 1901) and was laid to rest in the Milbong Cemetery. Rosanna and 

her beau, William Butwell shared nuptials (1887). Dennis (Jnr) remained single, and of Julia, 

no record of her life can be found. 

Denis (Snr) took a great interest in local government, attending meetings, and making his 

point known if he did not agree with a decision passed by the council. He also wrote letters 

to the editor of the local paper to voice his opinions.  

  

Mary O’Day succumbed on  the 27th December 1893, at the age of 66 (although the records 

state she was 70). She was laid to rest the next day in the Roman Catholic section of the 

Milbong cemetery. Mary has no marker on her grave. 

Her husband, Denis (Snr) passed away on the 22nd February 1895. His burial place is unknown. 

 

 

A lone grave in Milbong cemetery 
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PHILIP PETER RASSELL 

Section 6 - Grave 20 

 

Philip Rassell’s life story is very much a mystery, though some details about him became 

apparent on purchasing his death certificate. 

He has been entered in the Queensland Death Register as Philip Peter Russell, but I feel this 

may be a transcription error, due to a misunderstanding of the information supplied by the 

informants. The heavy German accents of immigrants often distorted their spoken English, 

and this created confusion when recording the names of places and people. 

On studying the details of the death certificate, it is noted that the informant was Philip 

Charles Ihle, the eldest son of Johann and Elizabeth Ihle. Philip Charles Ihle stated he was the 

“grand step-son” of the deceased. I am not sure how to interpret this connection. 

 

 

Death certificate for Philip Peter Russell/Rossell – Parts 1 and 2 
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Philip Charles Ihle declared that Philp Peter Rassell was born in Lippern (Lippen), Germany 

and spent forty years in Australia, making the date of his arrival around 1855, at age 44. He 

also stated that Philp was married in Lipporn (Lippen), Germany to Katherine Husch but the 

age at marriage was unknown. They had one child who was deceased at the same time of 

Philip Rassell’s death. 

A death entry for George Philip Rossell was registered in Queensland in 1901, which states his 

parents as Katherine Husch and Philp Rossell.  I feel he is the missing son. 

 

Also, Philip Peter Rassell was 

the witness to the marriage of 

Johann and Elizabeth Ihle on 

the 13th May 1858 at Nundah, 

Queensland.  

Elizabeth was born in Liparn 

(Lippen), Germany to Andreas 

and Mary, (nee Rassel) Hais. Is 

it possible  Philip Peter Rassell 

could be related to Mary 

(Rassell) Hais? A particularly 

large number of immigrants 

named “Hais” arrived in 

Queensland during the 1850s. 

As more records become 

available, we may be able to 

fill in the vital gaps which 

connect these two people. 

 

 

Philip Peter Rassell / Philip Peter Russell went to his rest on the 30th January 1898, aged 84.  

Philip has no marker for his grave in the Milbong Cemetery. 

 

 



117 
 

GRACE ROBERTS 

Section 1 - Grave 40 

Grace Roberts was only five when her life was suddenly cut short on the 13th January 1913, 

at Milbong.  

Life began for Grace on the 8th February 1907 at her family property, “Morningside Farm”, 

Back Plains on the Darling Downs. She was the fifth child of six, and her parents were John 

and Christina, (nee Nelson) Roberts. 

Father, John Roberts was born on the 20th March 1872 to John Spry and Elizabeth Jane, (nee 

Kellett) Roberts at Allora, Queensland. He was the eighth of their ten children. John grew up 

on his family property named “Morningside” at Back Plains, where his father had taken up a 

selection in 1874. Grace’s mother, Christina, nee Nelson was born on the 24th January 1873 

to Peter and Janet, (nee Meikle) Nelson at their family property, “Waterside” at Milbong. She 

was the second of their eleven children and she was raised at Milbong. 

John and Christina celebrated their union on the 29th March 1898 in Toowoomba. They met 

when Christina was the head teacher of the State School at Ellangowan, a little town near 

Back Plains, and John had returned to the family property in 1897 on the death of his father. 

After their marriage, John purchased the farm adjoining their family property, in about 1900. 

Their six children were born in relatively quick succession, beginning with - Gladys (1989), 

Algernon (1900), Jean (1903), Edwin (1904), Grace (1907) and Mervyn (1910). 

While on holiday with her grandparents - Mr. and Mrs. Peter Nelson at Milbong, young Grace 

became ill. She was taken to the chemist at Munbilla and he thought she would be okay. 

However, her condition deteriorated quickly, resulting in her demise on the 13th January 1913. 

It is not known what caused this sudden, very sad outcome. Young Grace was laid to rest the 

following day in the Milbong Cemetery. 

 

Grace’s siblings grew to adulthood, married 

and had children of their own: Edwin wed 

Sybil Ford (1935); Gladys married William 

Stubbs (1937) and Mervyn chose Edith 

Russell (1940). 

Tragically, John Roberts was killed in a 

farming accident in 1946 which was widely 

reported. Christina Roberts died in 1963 at 

the home of her son, Algernon at Gatton. 
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Memorial (above) and grave (below) of Grace Roberts, Milbong  

Cemetery 

(at left) 
Documenting 
data from a 

headstone in 
Milbong 

Cemetery - as 
research for 

this book 

Cattle grazing in Milbong 
Cemetery grounds  
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MICHAEL JOHN SEELEY 

Section 4 - Grave 26 

Michael John Seeley 

was born on the 25th 

August 1883 at Deep 

Creek, near Esk, to 

William and Margaret, 

(nee Nelson) Seeley. He 

was the seventh of their 

eight children. 

William, a native of 

Ballynahone, County 

Derry, Ireland was born 

in 1851 to Michael and 

Jane, (nee McConkey) 

Seeley. He immigrated 

to Australia in April 1870, aboard the “Maryborough”.  He 

began his working life in Queensland as a farmer and 

continued in this occupation for several years, prior to being employed by the Queensland 

Department of Public Instruction as a teacher. He met his future wife while working his farm 

at Indooroopilly. Margaret Nelson was born in 1841 in Tullylish, Gilford, County Down, Ireland 

to James and Elizabeth, (nee Priestly) Nelson. After their wedding on the 7th May 1873, 

William and Margaret took up selection number 92, at One Eye Waterhole (Milbong). 

William began his teaching career at the Provisional School at Fassifern Scrub (later Kalbar), 

before being transferred to Mt Brisbane Provisional School, near Esk.  Their children were 

born in various parts of the state. Their first was Thomas, (1874), followed by William (1876), 

Elizabeth (1878), Margaret (1879), George (1880), Robert (1882), Michael (1883) and James 

(1887). In 1889, William and Margaret were transferred 

back to the Fassifern district where William taught in 

the new State School at Roadvale. 

On one Sunday while riding to church, the couple’s 

sixteen-year-old son, Michael was thrown from his 

horse; his head hitting a tree stump. Tragically, he 

sustained life-threatening injuries. The local doctor was 

summoned, and despite every effort, the young man 

passed away on Tuesday, 22nd August 1899. He was 

buried in the Milbong Cemetery the following day. 

William Seeley 

Margaret Seeley 
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Their remaining children grew to adulthood, married and raised their own families. Thomas 

wed Maria Zillman (1895), William and Charlotte Finney celebrated vows (1896), Elizabeth 

and William Reading were united (1896), Margaret exchanged vows with Wilson Irvine (1899), 

George married Jane Jackson (1904), Robert wed Bertha Albion (1906) and James tied the 

knot with Janet Caskie (1914). 

William continued to teach, until ill health 

forced his early retirement. Life elapsed for him 

at his New Farm home on the 6th November 

1922, and his body was interred in the 

Toowong Cemetery. Margaret passed away on 

the 5th November 1932. She joined her 

husband at rest in the Toowong Cemetery. 

 

 

 

 
Grave of Michael Seeley in Milbong Cemetery 
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HAROLD MERVYN SHARD 

Section 4 - Grave 51 

 

Harold Mervyn Shard was born on the 1st December 1919. He passed away on the 2nd 

December 1919 from issues relating to his very difficult birth. 

Harold was the second of five children born to Francis William (Bill) 

and Annie May, (nee Kerslake) Shard.  Harold was named in 

honour of his uncle, Harold Shard (as were several others), but he 

was the first boy born after his uncle’s return from service in the 

First World War. 

Bill was born on the 21st December 1892 to William and Agnes, 

(Solway) Shard on their property at Anthony. William and Agnes 

are also noted in the story of Roy Shard, Bill’s younger brother.  

Annie May Kerslake was born on the 30th April 1901 to Thomas 

and Christina, (nee Jesberg) Kerslake. She was the fourth of their 

eight children. Thomas Kerslake was born in 1857 in Oakhampton, 

Devon, England and arrived in Moreton Bay aboard the “Almora” 
Harold Shard (Snr), brother 

of Bill Shard 

Death certificate for Harold Mervyn Shard – Parts 1 and 2 
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on the 12th December 1883. Christina Jesberg was born in 1873, in Schlagpfütze, Germany 

and arrived in Moreton Bay aboard the “Dunbar Castle” on the 26th October 1880. Annie’s 

older sister, Catherine Kerslake is also buried in the Milbong Cemetery. 

Prior to his marriage, Bill lived with his parents, and was employed as a cream carter. Bill and 

Annie married on the 28th May 1918 in Ipswich.  Their first child, Thomas William arrived in 

1918, followed by Harold (1919), Gladys May (1921), Annie Beatrice (1923) and Jean (1932).  

Over the years of their marriage, Bill and Annie moved several times. They shifted to Ipswich 

for a couple of years then to a property, “ Logandell’ at Jimboomba where they operated a 

dairy farm; later moving to Washpool, then to Anthony on a farm, before retiring to Ipswich. 

Their eldest, and only surviving son, Thomas William 

Shard married Gladys Krueger in July 1942 while 

serving in the military. Tragically, Thomas was killed 

in an aircraft accident when returning to Brisbane in 

an American military plane from service in 

Townsville. The plane crashed on Canal Creek 

Station, near Rossmoya, north of Rockhampton in 

December 1943. Thomas’s widow, Gladys then 

married a cousin of her late husband, Dave Shard. 

Bill and Annie’s other children married also. Gladys 

May wed Robert (Bob) Watson, Annie Beatrice 

(known as Beatty) married Harry Batterby (1943) and 

Jean wed Kevin Mocker (1952). Later, Jean married for the second time. Her new husband 

was Gerry Profke. 

Annie Shard’s life came to an end on the 24th February 1976, at the age of 74. She was laid to 

eternal rest in the Ipswich General Cemetery. Her husband, Francis William Shard followed 

on the 16th March 1980, aged 87 and was interred in the Ipswich Cemetery with wife,  Annie 

and their daughter, Gladys who was deceased in 1962. 

Harold Mervyn Shard has no headstone or grave marker in the Milbong cemetery. 
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ROY SHARD 

Section 1 - Grave 16 

 

Roy Shard was the second 

youngest of thirteen children of 

William Henry and Agnes Simpson, 

(nee Solway) Shard, born on the 

10th June 1894, at the family farm, 

Anthony. 

William Henry Shard was born in 

1853 to Henry and Emma, (nee 

Smith) Shard. He was native to 

Coventry, Warwickshire, England, 

and emigrated with sister, Emma 

aboard the “Warren Hastings” on 

the 20th June 1864. They came out 

to join Henry’s parents who had arrived in Queensland on the 6th 

August 1862 with their three younger children, aboard the immigrant vessel, “Theresa”. 

In 1877, William selected portion number 280, consisting of 99 acres, close to his parents, 

Henry and Emma Shard who occupied portion 191, nearby. On the 15th February 1877, 

William married sixteen-year-old Agnes Simpson Solway in St Paul’s Church, Ipswich. 

Agnes Simpson Solway was the firstborn of Samuel and Elizabeth, (nee Houston) Solway, on 

the 19th September 1860,  in Ipswich.  Samuel was born in East Coker, Somerset and Elizabeth 

was born in Crail, Fife, Scotland. They consecrated their union in Ipswich in 1859, sharing 

similar aspirations for a prosperous and happy life together. They had four more daughters. 

William and Agnes settled on William’s selection, named “Primrose Hill” and proceeded to 

have fourteen offspring in quick succession - Emma (1878), Elizabeth (1879), Agnes (known 

as Tilly) (1881), an unnamed child (1882) who died shortly after birth, William (1884), Feamy 

(1885), George (1887), David (1888), May (1890), Janet (1891), Francis (known as Bill) (1892), 

Roy (1894) and Harold (1896).  

Death certificate for Roy Shard – 1895 – part one 

William Henry Shard 

Agnes Simpson Shard,                      
(nee Solway) 

Death certificate for Roy Shard – 1895 – part one 
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In January 1895, tragedy struck the family when seven-month-old Roy became very ill, 

suffering from “diarrhoea and teething”. His condition gradually worsened, until he 

succumbed two days later, on the 29th January. The young child was gently laid to rest in the 

Milbong cemetery the following day. 

  

Heartbreak continued for the family when 

William was severely injured in an accident as he 

went to help a neighbour cover his hay prior to a 

rainstorm. William died from horrific abdominal 

injuries the following day, the 17th November 

1896. His family interred him in the Mutdapilly 

Cemetery.  

Fortunately for his widow, William had had the 

forethought to make a Will prior to his accident, 

leaving her, and his children, the beneficiaries. 

Two years later, Agnes married Clement Frederick 

(Fred) Anyon, in 1898. After eight years together, 

Agnes became very ill with cancer. Knowing she 

was dying, it was Agnes’s desire to go home to 

family to die, so it was decided that four men 

gently carry her on a stretcher, by “walking 

ambulance”, from the Ipswich General Hospital to 

her parents’ home at Mutdapilly; which they did.   

Not long after arrival there, Agnes passed away, 

at the age of 45, on the 29th June 1906. She was 

interred with her first husband, William in the 

Mutdapilly Cemetery. 

Their son, Roy Shard has no headstone or grave 

marker in the Milbong Cemetery. 

 

Death certificate for Roy Shard – 1895 – part two 
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DANIEL AND MARY ELIZABETH (NEE JONES) SHEAHAN 

Section 2 - Grave 74 and Grave 82 

 

Daniel Patrick Sheahan came into the world in 1861, at Glenbigh, Kerry, Ireland to Patrick and 

Mary, nee (Costello) Sheahan. County Kerry was one of the most affected counties during the 

“Irish Famine” and is one of the prettiest parts of Ireland to visit today. Another factor which 

highly impacted the population of Ireland, post famine, was emigration. Huge numbers of 

Irish residents left the country in the hope of finding better lives for themselves and their 

families in the colonies of both Australia and America. Daniel was one such person, albeit 

towards the end of the mass exodus of the 1850s and 1860s. He left Ireland around 1897, 

arriving in Moreton Bay some months later. 

 

On the 12th January 1897, at St Mary’s Church Ipswich, Daniel Sheahan took Mary Elizabeth 

(Minnie) Jones’s hand in marriage. Mary, born in 1863, was the eldest daughter of John 

Campbell and Alice, (nee McCabe) Jones. Mary’s father was a barrister who worked for 

several years in America. He was teaching at Milbong when his daughter met and married 

Daniel. Mary had five brothers and sisters, and six half-brothers and sisters. Her sister Kate 

attended her on her wedding day.   

A newspaper description of the wedding of Daniel Sheahan and Mary Elizabeth (Minnie) Jones  
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Daniel first took up some freehold 

land at Peak Crossing and remained 

there until 1901 when he purchased 

92 acres in Milbong. Daniel called his 

property “Glenbigh” after his birth 

town in Ireland.  

Daniel’s wife,  Minnie bore him two 

children - Alice Mary (8th February 

1889) and Daniel Joseph (1st June 

1902). Both attended the Milbong 

State School. 

Daniel’s name appeared in the local 

paper (shown at left) on the 2nd July 

1930, when he had an unfortunate 

accident in his horse and cart on his 

way home.  He made a full recovery 

from what could have been a serious 

incident. 

Their daughter, Alice Mary wed Charles Brown (1925) and son, Daniel Joseph married Violet 

Faulkner (1934).  

Daniel and Minnie resided on 

their farm at Milbong until their 

deaths.  

Daniel’s occurred on the 12th 

December 1930, at the age of 87 

years and Mary Elizabeth’s on 

the 26th March 1937, aged 78. 

They rest in peace together in 

the Milbong Cemetery. 

      

Name plate inscriptions for Daniel and Mary Elizabeth Sheahan on their graves in the Milbong Cemetery 
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THERESA MARY SHEAHAN 

Section 2  

 

Theresa Mary Sheahan was born on the 29th July 

1936 at Milbong. She lived with her parents, 

Daniel and Violet, (nee Faulkner) Sheahan. 

Daniel Joseph Sheahan was born on the 1st June 

1902 to Daniel and Mary, (nee Jones) Sheahan at 

their family property “Glenbigh”, Milbong. He 

and his sister, Alice grew up there. 

On the 17th July 1934, Daniel and Violet Mary 

Faulkner exchanged vows at St Mary’s Church, 

Ipswich. Violet was born on the 26th December 

1912 to Thomas William and Abigail, (nee 

Titcomb) Faulkner. Violet had nine siblings. They 

were – James, Thomas, Mavis, Violet, Sarah, 

John, Margaret, Annie, Louisa and Robert. The Faulkner children flourished in the Milbong 

area and married into other local families. 

Daniel and Violet settled on their farm “Glenbigh” and raised their family of six children. They 

were - William Joseph, Theresa Mary, Kathleen Margaret, Keith Sylvester, Rita Elizabeth  and 

Hazel Anne.  

Theresa died on the 3rd August 1942 in the Boonah Hospital from septicemia. It would appear 

Theresa cut herself and the wound became infected, eventually leading to systemic sepsis. 

Theresa was just a little girl of five. Her mother, Violet became very anxious for the safety of 

her other children and grandchildren from this time onwards. 

Theresa was laid to rest the following day with her grandparents in the Milbong Cemetery. 

She has no grave number mentioned in the cemetery registers.  

Her mother, Violet passed away 

on the 20th June 1978 and her 

father, Daniel died on the 31st 

December 1988 at Booval. Both 

parents are at rest in the Warrill 

Park Cemetery.  

 

 

 

 

Theresa’s 

grave in the 

Milbong 

Cemetery 

Theresa Mary Sheahan 
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MARTHA STRINGER 

Section 1 - Grave 11 

 

1864 was Martha Stringer’s year of birth. Her parents were Richard and Agnes, (nee Easton) 

Lancey and Martha’s place of birth was Goodleigh, North Devon, England. Martha’s surname 

has been spelt as Laney/Lacey/Lancey in different government records. 

 Martha and her brother, Thomas Stringer 

travelled to Australia on the “Scottish Hero”, 

arriving in February 1883. They left London on 

the 19th November 1882; their voyage reported 

as “rather pleasant, with favourable weather and 

no sickness of note”. Five births and four deaths 

were recorded during the sea journey. 

On the 4th July 1885, Martha married James 

Stringer whom she met on board the “Scottish 

Hero” during her voyage to Australia, three 

years earlier. James was born in 1856, at 

Balton Le Moor, Lancashire, England. 

James was a carpenter/cabinet maker who 

worked around the Ipswich district.  He could 

have been labouring as such, while in the 

Milbong district, as he purchased Portion 14V, 

consisting of 123 acres, in 1896. It was when 

he and wife, Martha were in the district that  

their four children came into their lives. Agnes Esther arrived (1886), William Edward (1887), 

Erasmus James (1890) and lastly, Milbong, ( 8th May 1892).  

Ship – “Scottish Hero” 
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It was the birth of Milbong which 

caused the death of Martha, as she is 

listed as passing away on the 8th May 

1892 and was buried in the Milbong 

Cemetery on the same day. She was 

only twenty-nine years old.  How 

hard that must have been for James 

and his other children.  

By 1912, James had left the district 

and he then owned a cabinet-making 

business in Brisbane Street, Ipswich.  

He also held a ferry license to 

operate the ferry on the crossing of 

the Brisbane River for several years.   

In the 1930s, he moved to Esk where 

he worked as a carpenter. It was 

here that James passed away, in June 

1936. His death was a lonely one, at 

his home in Esk. It was reported in 

the Queensland Times on the 22nd 

June 1936.  

The children of Martha and James all 

married and had families. Agnes 

chose Wilhelm Wegener (1908), 

William wed Mary Verrent (1914), 

Erasmus and Louise Badke shared 

vows (1913) and Milbong married 

Leonora Dahler (1922). 

Frederick Wegener also 

rests in the Milbong 

Cemetery. He is a grandson 

of Martha Stringer 

Martha has no grave marker 

in the cemetery. 

 

  A view                  
inside                 

Milbong 
Cemetery 
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ROBERT EDWARD CLINTON TAYLOR 

Section 4 - Grave 15 

Young Robert Taylor was only one year old when his life ended at Milbong on the 7th August 

1894. Possibly, he was visiting his grandparents’ home in the company of his parents at the 

time of his death. 

Robert Edward Clinton Taylor was the first child of William and Alice Maude, (nee Cullen) 

Taylor, born on the 7th August 1894, possibly at Milbong. 

His father, William Taylor was one of eight sons born to Winterbottom and Sarah, (nee 

Radford) Taylor. For some reason, William’s birth does not appear on the government 

registers. According to various records searched, his date of birth is 1867, and another son, 

Winterbottom Robert is registered the same year. Could they have been twins and one missed 

being registered? It does not appear to be just a change of name, as Winterbottom Robert 

has a separate record trail. An enigma for his descendants to unravel at some stage.  

 Marriage certificate for William Taylor and Alice Cullen - Parts 1 and 2 
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On the 30th November 1892, at the Manse, Dugandan, William and Alice Maud Cullen shared 

their nuptials.  Alice was the daughter of Edward and Lydia, (nee Green) Cullen. She began life 

on the 12th October 1872 at Dugandan, one of their nine children. 

Both William and Alice’s parents were pioneer settlers of their respective districts: the Taylor 

family settled Milbong, whilst the Cullen clan chose Dugandan.  

William and Alice’s happiness felt at the birth of their son, Robert on the 9th June 1893, must 

have been shattered with his death on the 7th August 1894, at just fourteen-months-old.  

Tearfully, they laid him to rest in the Milbong Cemetery two days later. The following year, 

(1895) Evelyn was born, followed by Cyril (1896), John (1899), Lorna (1904) and Linda (1905). 

Sadly, they lost Lorna at only one day old, on the 11th July 1904. 

In the early years of their marriage, William worked as a teamster, and Alice as a dressmaker. 

They moved around, following job prospects, spending time at One Eye Waterhole (Milbong), 

Dugandan and Marburg, before heading north to Petrie where William worked in the 

burgeoning timber industry.   

Son, Cyril, married Jane Patterson (1920), and they moved around Queensland with the 

railway department; Evelyn wed Walter Cole (1917), residing at Yeronga where Walter was 

employed as a jeweller; Linda  and Norman Robertson shared marriage vows and moved to 

Mareeba and John, who remained single,  was also employed with the railway department. 

Alice died on the 29th September 1939 at 

Buranda. Her internment took place in the 

Ipswich General Cemetery. 

William followed his wife, Alice three years 

later, on the 10th October 1942, at Petrie. He 

lies at rest in the Gympie Cemetery. 

 

Robert Edward Clinton Taylor has no headstone or grave marker in the Milbong cemetery. 
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MARY CECILIA (NEE HANSON) TOPP AND MARY AGNES TOPP 

Section 4 - Grave 19 and Grave 27 

 

Mary Cecilia Hanson was born on the 15th December 1875 at Riverview to James and Mary, 

(nee Meikle) Hanson. She was the eldest of their five children. James emigrated from 

Denmark around 1871 and Mary from Scotland, with her parents and siblings in 1861.  After 

their marriage in 1874, they lived at Riverview and Bundamba for ten years before taking up 

land at Milbong in 1884 where they were amongst some of the early settlers.  Mary and her 

siblings attended the Milbong State School which had been established in 1876. 

On the 12th January 1894, at Milbong, Mary exchanged vows with Julius Ernst Heinrich Topp,  

fourth child of Wilhelm and Emilie, (nee Liebrenz) Topp. Julius was born on the 16th May 1875 

in Steinhöfel, Brandenburg, Germany.  The family emigrated from Germany on the “Merkara”, 

leaving London on the 23rd September, and arriving in Brisbane on the 18th November 1884. 

 

Upon arrival, the Topp family worked for the Schneider family on their farm before renting a 

property at Kulgun from Bill Dau.  They purchased their forty-acre Milbong property in 1902. 

The electoral roll of 1900 shows Julius was living on a property in Milbong where he was 

enrolled in July 1898.  He was possibly living at Milbong with Mary from the time they wed. 

 

 

Mary bore Julius three children - Jane Cecilia (18th October 1894), Alice Hilda (22nd March 

1896) and Mary Agnes (31st October 1897). 

Sadly, Mary Cecilia Topp passed away on the 14th January 1898, at Milbong, aged only 22, and 

entered her rest in the Milbong cemetery the same day. 

“Merkara” passenger manifest, and the steamship ”Merkara” 

1900 Electoral roll for Julius Topp 
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Also, sadly, her youngest child, Mary Agnes Topp died at the tender age of not quite three 

years, on the 15th August 1900, and joined the young mother, Mary Cecelia Topp in the 

cemetery the following day. The child’s cause of death is not known. 

Julius remained a widower until 1909 when he married Julia Ann Kuss on the 9th January. Julia 

was the eighth of nine offspring,  born on the 4th December 1876 to Carl and Caroline, (nee 

Schultz) Kuss. Julius and Julia settled on a 

farm at Helidon.  They had a family of three:  

Harold, Edna and Gwendoline. 

Julius and Julia moved around over the 

following years; residing at Kunkala 

(Rosewood) where Julius worked as a 

labourer, then Bundamba where he was 

employed as a fettler.  Julius retired to 

West Ipswich in the late 1940s. 

The Topp children prospered, and all chose marriage partners: Jane Cecilia and Johann 

Schumacher (1915), Alice Hilda and Christoph Wolter (1917), Edna and Herbert Freeman 

(1924) and Gwendoline 

and John Byrne (1938). 

Julia Ann Topp died on the 

29th January 1947 in 

Ipswich and Julius followed 

later, on the 25th March 

1961, also in Ipswich. 

Mary Cecilia, (nee Hanson) 

Topp and her daughter, 

Mary Agnes Topp have a 

numbered marker but no 

memorial. It cannot be 

confirmed if the marker is 

over the correct grave. 

 

 

 

 

The second family of Julius Topp                                         

Julius, Julia, Edna and Harold. Gwendoline (inset) 

Cemetery marker for grave of                                                       

Mary Cecilia and Mary Agnes Topp 
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ARNOLD WILLIAM VERRALL AND STEWART VERRALL 

Section 4 - Grave 73 and Grave 54 

 

Arnold William Verrall was born into one of the early pioneer families of the Fassifern district, 

that being the Verrall family. Arnold’s birth occurred on the 6th May 1882 to William and 

Elizabeth, (nee Scarborough) Verrall at Limestone Ridges. He attended the Limestone Ridges 

School from 1889.  

On the 10th May 1917, Arnold and his bride, Ivy Parcells celebrated their union at the Church 

of St. Edmund at Lake Clarendon, Gatton. Ivy never knew her birthdate, so she used the date 

of her admission to the orphanage where she was admitted as a four-year-old; the 27th April 

1896. After their marriage, the couple settled at Arnold’s farm at Limestone Ridges. He had 

farmed this property for several years prior to their wedding. 

 

 

 

One year later, twin boys, Arnold and Leonard arrived 

on the 22nd May 1918. Within fourteen months, there 

was an even bigger surprise with the births of triplets: 

Pansy, Lilly and Stewart on the 27th July 1919. Ivy must 

really have had her hands full with five children under 

three. Luckily, she had the support of family and 

friends. Unfortunately, tragedy befell the family with 

the death of baby Stewart on the 16th December 1920, 

at the age of 17 months. Stewart was laid to rest in the 

Milbong Cemetery. 

Arnold Verrall nursing Stewart and holding the hand of Leonard,                                                                                              

young Arnold standing in the middle and Ivy nursing Lilly and Pansy 
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Tragedy struck the family again in 1929 when 

Arnold (Snr) became ill and passed away suddenly 

in the Ipswich Hospital, on the 6th July, aged 47. 

Arnold suffered from myocarditis pectoris angina. 

He joined his son, Stewart in the Milbong 

Cemetery. The twins, Arnold and Leonard were 

only eleven years old  when their father died, and 

Leonard was called on to leave school to help his 

mother on the farm. Ivy continued to work on the 

farm as she had the help of her boys and the 

support of family members. 

Her family grew as each of her children wed life partners: Arnold and Elma Tillack (1945), 

Leonard and Annie Faulkner (1939), Pansy and Percy Staines (1939) and Lilly and William 

Beckwith (1939).  

On the 4th July 1942, after 13 years of widowhood, Ivy married Otto Grünow, a widower from 

Boonah. Otto’s wife, Minna had passed away in 1940. After her re-marriage, Ivy sold her 

family farm and moved to Mt French’s Road, Dugandan, near Boonah where Otto had a small 

farm. Otto owned and operated a butcher shop in Boonah at the time of their union. 

In about 1954, when Otto had retired, they sold this property and moved into Ipswich where 

they lived until both became residents of nursing homes. 

Otto lived to the ripe old age of 99, passing away on the 19th August 1974 at the Salvation 

Army Home, Riverview. He was interred in Warrill Park Lawn Cemetery. 

Almost one year later, Ivy died in Lauriston Nursing Home in Ipswich. The date was the 25th 

July 1975 and she was interred with Otto in Warrill Park Lawn Cemetery. 

 

. 

The grave marker number 54 which was baby Stewart’s 

grave number. It is not known if this is his grave. 
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FREDERICK CHARLES WEGENER 

Section 4 - Grave 67 

 

Frederick Charles Wegener’s young life ebbed away at just eleven weeks of age, on the 5th 

January 1928. It would appear the infant had suffered an illness for a time prior to his death 

as his mother had been with him in the Ipswich General Hospital. 

Frederick was born about October 1927 to Wilhelm and Agnes Esther, (nee Stringer) Wegener 

at their home at Woolooman. Wilhelm was born circa 1878 in Germany to Johann and 

Wilhelmine, (nee Peder/Peter) Wegener. It is unknown when Wilhelm arrived in Queensland. 

Agnes Esther Stringer was born on the 18th February 1886 to James and Martha, (Lancey) 

Stringer at Milbong.  Wilhelm and Agnes exchanged marriage vows on the 29th January 1908. 

George was their firstborn, (1908), followed by Edith (1910), James (1913), Bertha (1915), 

Bertram (1918), William, Vida, Phyllis and Frederick. The children attended the nearby 

Woolooman school. 

Wilhelm was most unfortunate as he suffered several 

accidents which were reported by the local 

correspondent to the Queensland Times. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Accident report from QT 8.11.1929 

Accident report from QT 5.03.1940 
Accident report from QT 15.08.1935 
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Wilhelm and Agnes were very active within their local community, as many a report under 

“Social” in the Queensland Times describes morning teas, afternoon teas and other social 

gatherings hosted by Mr. and Mrs. W. Wegener. As well, Wilhelm was often called on at social 

fund-raising events to be a Master of Ceremonies. He also served on the Woolooman School 

Committee. 

George was the first of their children to marry when he wed Olga Gerkow. The others 

followed. They were - Edith and Wilhelm Taege, Bertha and James Faulkner, Bertram and 

Shirley Morris, Vida and Cyril Hornburg and Phyllis and John Gillett. 

Wilhelm died on the 26th January 1959, aged 80 and Agnes died on the 10th February 1969, 

aged 82. They rest together in the Lutheran Section of the Boonah General Cemetery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frederick’s grandmother, Martha Stringer is also buried in the Milbong cemetery. 

Frederick Charles Wegener’s grave in the Milbong Cemetery 
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ERNEST WIELAND 

Section 6 - Grave 10 

 

On the 29th September 1882, Ernest Wieland became the eighth of nine offspring to Ernst and 

Catherina, (nee Diederrich) Wieland.  

His father, Ernst Friedrich Wilhelm Wieland was born circa 1844 in Woddow, Uckermark, 

Brandenburg, Germany to Johann and Constance, (nee Leonhardt) Wieland. His mother, 

Catherina Igine Christiana Diederrich, was born circa 1841 in Dhron, Bernkastel-Wittlich, 

Reinland-Pfalz, Germany to Johann and Catherine, (nee Bonatz) Diederrich. 

Dates are not known when  

Ernst and Catherina Wieland 

landed in the colonies, but 

on the 20th October 1864, in 

Ipswich, they pledged their 

marriage vows with  Julius 

and Anna Kadow as their 

witnesses. At the time, both 

were resident in Ipswich 

where Ernst worked as a 

brickmaker and Catherina 

was a dressmaker. 

Subsequently, nine children 

were born to the couple:  

Ernest Frederich (known as 

William) (1864), Matilda 

Augusta Amanda (1867), 

Catharine Eugenie Christine 

(1869), John William 

Layandart (1872), Annie 

Milinda (1874), Henry Adolf 

(1877), Paulina Louise 

(1879), Ernest (1882) and  

finally, Mathilde Caroline 

Wilhelmine Amanda (1883). 

 

 

Ernst purchased 40 acres of homestead land in Walloon in 1874, later taking up land at 

Milbong. He served on the Milbong school committee, the cemetery committee and involved 

himself in the politics of the district. 

Marriage certificate for Ernst Wieland and Catharina Diederrich - 1864 
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It would not have been a 

happy Christmas for the 

family in 1891. Young 

Ernest was admitted to 

the Ipswich Hospital on 

23rd December suffering 

from the dreaded typhoid 

fever. Regrettably, he succumbed to the disease on Christmas Eve, aged just nine. His family 

then had the sad task of laying him to rest in the Milbong Cemetery on Christmas Day. 

Nine years passed then Catherina died. The date was the 20th March 1900, but it is not known 

where she was interred. After the death of Catherina, her husband, Ernst resigned from all 

the positions held in the Milbong community and moved to Kilkivin in the Wide Bay area 

where he purchased “Fairview Farm”. Most of his family accompanied him in this move as 

they were all living in the Wide Bay area around the 1900s. 

Ernest Frederich (William) married Louise Kachel (1887) and moved to Kilkivan where Ernest 

found labouring employment. Matilda Augusta wed Bernard Luck and they resided at 

Blackbutt where Bernard worked as  a labourer. John William chose Annie Utzenger as his 

bride (1903). He was employed as a painter in Nanango. Annie Milinda and Joseph McLucas 

exchanged vows and worked their farm at Murgon. Henry Adolf took a wife, Mary Lederle 

(1909). He did labouring jobs around Maryborough. Paulina Louise married Richard Short 

(1898), a labourer of Boonara, near Kilkivan and Mathilde Caroline and Andrew McLucas (the 

brother of Joseph McLucas) shared marriage vows (1886), and worked a farm at Greenview, 

near Wondai. 

Ernest Friedrich Wilhelm Wieland’s long life of 88 years came to an end on his property at 

Boat Mountain Road, Murgon, on the 25th September 1932.  

He had suffered from 

senility and heart 

failure. The following 

day he was interred in 

the Lutheran Section of 

the Murgon Cemetery. 

Young Ernest Wieland 

has no marker in the 

Milbong Cemetery. 

 

 

Minutes of the Ipswich Hospital Board published 9.01.1908 

1906 Electoral Roll for Kilkivan Wide Bay 

 

Another view in the Milbong Cemetery 
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FREDERICH CARL WENZEL 

Section 6 - Grave 5 

Frederich Carl Wenzel was the fourth Australian child born to Carl and Wilhelmine, (nee Wolf) 

Wenzel on the 20th August 1886, at Milbong. 

Carl Friedrich Ludwig Wenzel was a native of Germany, born about 1850 to Wilhelm Carl and 

Caroline Wilhelmine Maria, (nee Wolf) Wenzel. Birth details for Wilhelmine Ernestine 

Frederike Wolf are unknown. They married about 1875 in Preussen, Germany. The couple’s 

first three children - Albert, Otto and Clara were all born in Germany and travelled with their 

parents to Australia in about 1880. 

Not long after arriving, their family began expanding with the births of Hermann (1881), 

Auguste (1884), Anna (1885), Frederich (1886), Heinrich (1888), Robert (1889), Johan (1892), 

Ernestine (1895) and Ernst (1896). 

Frederich Carl Wenzel’s life ended on the 25th March 1890 at Milbong. He was younger than 

four when laid to eternal rest in the Lutheran Section of the cemetery on the following day. 

His parents, Carl and Wilhelmine Wenzel farmed at Milbong from the time of their arrival in 

Queensland, until they left the district around the year 1912. 

 

Around 1912, Carl and Wilhelmine moved to Memerambi, a farming district about ten 

kilometers north of Kingaroy. Some of their children accompanied their parents on this move. 

 

The other children had married and stayed in the Fassifern or moved to other farming districts 

with their partners. Clara wed Thompson Beckwith (1904) and farmed at Roadvale, Otto 

married Matilda Grauf (1911) and farmed at Myrtletown, near the northern bank of the 

mouth of the Brisbane River, Hermann and Janet Hertwick  shared wedding vows (1905) and 

farmed at Harrisville, Auguste chose James Bennett as her bridegroom (1903) and farmed at 

1909 Electoral Roll for Moreton 

1912 Electoral Roll for Wide Bay 
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Yarraman Creek on the Darling Downs. Anna shared nuptials with Wilhelm Kamp (1906) and 

they operated a dairy farm at Rosewood. 

The younger children chose marriage partners from local people after the move from the 

Memerambi area. Ernestine wed James Penning (1914), and lived in Crawford, not far from 

Memerambi where James laboured as a timber getter. Ernst chose Dorothea Hogg as his bride 

(1916) and farmed at Memerambi. 

Carl Friedrich Ludwig Wenzel passed away at Memerambi on the 13th April 1922. His wife, 

Wilhelmine Ernestine Frederike Wenzel died on the 7th February 1931. They rest together in 

the Memerambi General Cemetery. 

 

 

 

Young Frederich Carl 

Wenzel does not 

have a grave marker 

in the Milbong 

Cemetery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Grave marker for Carl and Wilhemina Wenzel at Memerambi Cemetery 

Cattle roaming free in the Milbong Cemetery 
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MILBONG CEMETERY MAP 

Grave sites are only approximate if no headstone is present. 
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ANECDOTES OF MILBONG 

Prior to the council taking control of the cemetery, the graves were all dug by volunteers. 

When someone died, the call went out and generally anyone available would come down and 

help to dig the grave. 

I remember talking to Alfie Westfall, who was the council grave digger at the time of Ernie 

(Johannes) Gessler’s death and asking what he thought he might find in the grave of Phyllis 

Gessler, who died in 1924, as her father was being buried with her. He said, “I’ll let you know 

when I’ve dug the grave”.  Alfie told me later that when his pick hit something hard, he knew 

it was Phyllis Gessler’s coffin and it was as solid as the day it was put in the ground. 

          John Bader  

     oooOOOooo 

End of year school picnic. The excitement when the ice cream arrived in a round canvas bag 

surrounded with dry ice was palpable. A real end of year treat. 

The dances in the school play shed were such a community event. During the supper break 

we children used to have so much fun sliding from one end of the shed to the other. Better 

than any ice rink. 

Poor Uncle Joe Sheahan and his blooper. At the dance, supper tea was served in large metal 

teapots – black, or black with sugar, white, or white with sugar. I don’t know how it happened 

but at one dance Uncle Joe accidently put salt instead of sugar into the teapots. After many 

twisted faces the cause was discovered, and new pots of tea had to be made in a hurry. 

I remember clearly being punished, with the cane, by one of my teachers for accidently 

pushing one of their children off a swing.  I was just giving her a ride and pushed too hard and 

she flew off. She was not badly injured, but I certainly paid for it. 

When we left the district, I was given a little necklace with three blue birds on each side of a 

tiny blue flower. I have never seen anything like it since. I loved it. 

        Hazel Wendt (Sheahan) 

     oooOOOooo 

My earliest memories of Milbong are going up to the reserve and watching my uncles, Joe 

Knehr, Bill Knehr and Jack Sweeney play cricket. We didn’t actually watch the cricket, as when 

all my cousins got together, we just went down to the creek and spent the day there, having 

so much fun, even the dire warnings of “don’t get dirty” were ignored. 

Another memory I have, is when we went with my Uncle Digger (Graham Clarke) to watch 

him check his hives which he kept amongst the trees in the paddock below the cemetery, and 

while the adults sorted out the bees, we children explored the cemetery. My very distant 

childhood memory recalls a lot more graves being identifiable than are there today. 

                   Carmel Bell (Clarke) 
     oooOOOooo 
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Many years ago, I attended Limestone Ridges State School and I remember our ‘Interschool 
Sport’ where we played vigoro and cricket against Milbong State School on the oval opposite 
the school. Our transport to the reserve at One-Eye Waterhole was in Charlie Taege’s pig and 
calf truck.  The seats were taken from our school room – no safety issues in those days! 
 

        Mary Wilks (Casey) 

     oooOOOooo 

The school, church and shop were all central to the Milbong community. As was often the case at country 

schools, many students rode their horses to school, especially from the Woolooman area. I did my first two 

years of schooling by correspondence until I was old enough to ride. 

Over time, the number of riders dwindled. For the last few years of my schooling I was the only one – 

ending in 1963. It was a great way to get to school, but of course there was always the walk up to the horse 

paddock to catch the horse at the end of the day. One way to make the walk shorter was to always have a 

sandwich left over in your lunch box. If the horse was at the gate, she got a treat. If I had to walk up the 

back of the paddock, I ate it myself.  

The School play shed was the venue for many district social events – dances, wedding receptions, concerts 

etc. In the 1912 photo of the Milbong Band, the play shed had open sides. Later, the shed was enclosed, 

and a crow’s ash dance floor was constructed. There was even a ticket window in the corner, although in 

my time the ticket facility was usually a small table at the front door.  

The floor made it suitable for indoor school games – badminton, various ball sports etc. The slippery floor 

also made it ideal for a form of “chariots”. The “horse” pulled the “chariot” by a short rope. The “Chariot” 

was another student hanging on to the rope while crouching down on strips of cloth. Two teams, with the 

object being to knock the other team over. A lot of fun, but I am not sure that the teacher ever knew about 

that particular game.  

        Paul Faulkner 

     oooOOOooo 

I remember riding with Norm Taege on his cream cart to school three days a week and then 

on the other two days being carried piggyback style down the road by Dorothy Hornburg as I 

was generally too slow and would make the others late for school. When I got to school, 

Digger Clarke would put me up on his shoulders because the grass was too long for me to see 

my way. When I got older, I then rode my horse to school. 

My first job was to help Charlie Burton build the new school building. I have memories of 

playing cricket with many of the locals of the time and joining in tennis socials which were 

held on the reserve below the cemetery. 

I also remember Mary and Kate Knehr (later Clarke and Sweeney) taking a short cut, riding 

their horses across our paddock to the dances. Always heard them coming as they laughed 

and chatted all the way. 

        Bill Sheahan  
     oooOOOooo 

Casey’s purchased the old Dairy Co-op building from its site in Milbong and moved it up to 

Grassy Hills where it was re-erected, but always with a lean. It eventually fell over. 
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Norm Taege was the local cream carter and later had the fuel depot where he worked as a 

home trained mechanic which was very handy for the locals. His eyesight was not the best, 

but he could feel his way around most engines and find his tools just by their touch.  

        Bill Casey 

     oooOOOooo 

Fun days were held for the War (World War II) Patriotic Fund in the early 1940s on the 

Milbong Reserve with races and greasy pig chases. 

Ted Clarke used his old German wagon to cart gravel from our quarry in Cummins Road down 

to repair Bader’s Road. 

Fred Wilken used to call at our farm every two weeks and delivered fruit and groceries. 

The Rawleigh man used to call, riding his pushbike, every so often selling chemist lines. 

The school children used to go down to the play shed whenever there was going to be a dance 

and spread sawdust with hessian bags on the dance floor. What fun we used to have. 

Sarah Casey used to come by our place in her sulky to pick up Mum and myself to go to the 

dances. I was given the job of carrying the lamp from home to the dance and back again.  

        Peter Gordon 

     oooOOOooo 

I remember having to double my sister on my horse, Santa, five-and-half miles to school at 

Milbong. Unsaddle my horse and paddock him for the day, then catch him after school and 

double my sister back the five-and-a-half miles home. Our teacher at the time was Mr. 

Gilchrist. 

        Gayle McKenzie (Verrall) 

     oooOOOooo 

I remember the day, while polishing the dance floor at Milbong, Bill Sheahan was sliding all 

over the floor and managed to get a huge splinter in his shoulder. The dances used to go from 

community to community, week about. 

As kids we went to Sunday School at the Church. One of teachers was Mervyn Cummings. I 

was later married at the Church in 1959. It was the first wedding for several years. Our boys 

were also christened and went to Sunday School there. Three of our grandchildren have also 

been christened there. The Church has since been closed and sold as a private residence. 

       Margie Woodforth (Johnson) 

     oooOOOooo
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