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M. P. Hansen — Malling

N WRITING MY MEMORIES, I thik I should set uat my back-
pround, and my reason ol coming to Austraha

[ am one uf g fanily of eight children - s1x boys and 1wo girls
Our parents bad o osieall, poor tarme It consisted of loay acres, n
cornmon with all Denmark at Thal time when e country was still
sutfering frows the effect of the 1864 war with Genuany, and many
uther catises at that time. This ceonohtie pusiBon cantinued up to 1885
and cven later, and there was o consianl strean of people leaving
Denmark for Americi. The niiddle Stales of America were particularly
fuvuured.

As we prew ap and teft school, we five eldest boys decited thal as
soon as we condd affurd i, we, too, would go o Americi,

The fare {rom Dennatk to Now York was about 88 Another $7
wus required ul lesst 1o get to Lhe middle States of Amwernca. 11 one
had $17 in Denmark it was possthle 10 gel to the nod States of Amperica
in aboul three weeks. When we realised (hat the besl wages o young
man could get 1 Penmark al thar time was about $16 phas Reep o year,
wo knew it would oot be easy

My eldest brother gol to America in 1893, wnd my brather Christian
and 1 were saving and pluuung 1o go over in 1900, AL ibat tane, T had
a Jub oas Joreman onoa large fare, an comparison witiv farms i
Dennark.

Barly in 18080 & lelter arnved lor the man who held my position
two years carbier. His name was Hans Peler Madsen My pene is Mads
Peler Hansen, The posbiian gave me the letler and said, "They have
turned your nwne back {o front.”

The letter was from the Quecnslind Apent General o Loodon,
giving some intormalion about the Queensiand Governtnent which gave
free passage to approved Dunish farmers I alse gave a good deal of
information about Queensland.

Ar that time, ol 1 knew about Australia was what we bad dearnt
in schoal, Tt was a bie, sandy islund, inhated by Hlacks, mostly
cunmibals, bul with some while seitlers along the couslt, Waler wias 50
searce that it had o be caught in iron tunks and saved from one rainy
period L another,

The inlernuavion from the Apent General’s lewer made Austialla
appewr much betfer, and T made further quiries and coltecied all te
informution 1 nceded. 1 taiked it over with Christy, and we dectded to
try for the free ticker from London to Brishine. We were buth guali-
fied tarmers, and the only condition was tlell we were (o sidy 1L
Queensland 1oy twelve awonths, and 50 owr Uekets were granted. The
main factors for deciding on Australin were, the [ree Licker, and the
laet that Queenstand was about (he furthesl we conlid get on e globe

e lelt London vt the 9th Noveiber, 1800, wnd arpved m Brsbane
at 8 pan. on Christmas Bye, after the Itiie steaner Badd been sluck on
aomud bank 1 othe river Tor a couple of hours 11 was o hd ) tropiosld
night, and very diflerent o the Christmas we were used to, with frust
nnd snow. ILowas o week bBelure Federation

We went straighl to the Enngration Depol, whete we staved untid
the 2nd Jonuary, We fried to gel work, the wiges aftoed werne die (o
$1 20, plus Keep, per weck. We would have ke any wages we could
pussibly get, iU vnly 1o ger starled i something Some [hindish speaking
people in Brishane udvised us (o go 1o Touwoomba. Tt was possible for
us Lo get free rail fare o any place in Queensland

Arriving in Toowoomba, we went {o the Emigration Depot, which
was sltuared where the Technical College now stands.

~ On January 7, my brother got a job wilh a travelhing chatf cutier
in the Piltsworth district, Another Dane and nysell got a job at Daly
Bros., Quinalow.
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We left Toowoomba atter breakfust .and got to Jondaryan, by train,
at 1 p.m. Neither of us, of course, could speak Engiish. We had 3 letter
to Daly Bros,, Quinalow, which we showed {o people at Jundaryan, and
they directed us which way to go.

We now had to walk the rest of our jourbey, plus carrying our
heavy swig; alsuo we had had no mid-day meal. By mid-afternoon we
gol to Freemount, owned by Daly Bros' father. He directed us 1o
Quinalow, and gave us a piece of strong cheese and a plece of damper.
The cheese was old, and T did not like il, but my friend did, so T ale
all the dumper and he ate all the cheese.

We arrived at the little Quinalow Sawmili at 8 o’clock that night,
hungry and lired after carrying our swag for the 20 miles on a hlister-
ing hot afternoon.

We were to get $1.50 plus keep per week, and next morning we
started our new job. Before doing other work we had to milk the
cows. All orders and conversation had 1o be done by signs, as no ole
else spoke Danish. T was ordered to cul Bathurst Burr, but told to
only cut the big ones. I cul them all, thinking the name of the burr
wias Big--ones.

At that tiime, Daly Bros. had started the simmall sawmill, and the
next duy I was put to work there,

We had to do our own cooking, and as I couldn’t cook, 1 had io
learn from the other men.

The men's quarters consisted of two small ruoms with weather
board walls and a bark roof. There was 8 small detached fireplace.
The cooking utensils consisted of a camp oven, two Kerusene tins, one
frying pan, two billy cans, knives, forks and spoons, plus a few tin
plates and {in pannikins. There was no table nor chairs. At night, our
light waa obiained from a coui)le of fat u};hts made from 2lb. jam tins
which were filled with fat, with a piece of moleskin stuck, into the Iat,
and hanging over the side. When the moleskin was i1, it gould draw
the fat and provide a dim light. This was in early 1901, the sawmill
grew and condttions for myself improved us gradually. T wous able to
understand and converse with my work males.

It suon became clear, however, that T would never get on while
working at the sawmill, and in June, 180}, iny brolher came up from
Piltsworth and we took on a contract ringharking brigalow scrub for
Mr. J. Bruhn. We were paid 26c an acre, and hardly mude sufficient to
buy food. There was no way of cooking, and we only had a frying pan,
kerosene tin and a billy-can, plus s small amount of cutlery and
pannikins. We had a small teni, but no camp-oven. We baked our
damper in ashes. This was done by making a large fire to produce a
large amount of ashes, large enough to enable us to make a hole 1n
the middle of the ashes. We then mixed the dough and dropped it inio
the hole, and covered it up with the hot ashes. We dug i1 out when we
thought sufficient time had passed to bake it. We removed as much of
the ashes as possible before eating, but of course much wus impos.
sibie to remove. There was a saying, however, that brigalow ash wus
slo clean and white that one could nearly bake & damper without the
flour.

While doing other contruct work with the same financial resulls,
we were on the alert for suitable land to call our own. At that time,
most of the land in ihe Rosalie Shire of the big scrub was mapped out
in 180 acre blocks. TI was not surveyed, and could be selected as a
homestead in any size block up {0 640 acres at 25¢ an acre with certain
conditions of clearing and occupation.

On the 4th August, 1901, T selected 320 acres as a homestead al 25¢
an acre and 10 years {o pay for . This is the land where the Malling
Cheese Factory now stands.
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The lund wuas waterless, and covered with a dense mixed serub. The
neprest water was al Quinalow, five miles away. (The only water
Chrisly and [ had while we were clearing was carriesdd by us {rom
Quinalow:. There was no road, nor eyen a track, nor were (here sur-
vey lines, 'The wild life consisted of dingoes, several types of wallabies,
kanguroo rats, scrub possums and ring tail possuins wha buili their
nests in bushy scrub trees like birds, There were ull types of Dbirds,
such as hlue -while headed pigevns, plus serub turkeys and o jew emus.
There were different kinds of snakes, from the large, sluw carpet snake
to the slender, tree-clunbing whip stiake,

The prickly-pear was only now cuming intu this part of the scrub,
but during the 1802 drought, when neurly two. thirds of the cattle in
Queensland died from thirst and starvation, the people living on ihe
forest and plain country joining the scrub-counfry, turned their cattle
inte the prickly pear land. It was found that prickly-pear kept the
caltle alive without waler. As the caltle moved off into the clean
serub country, they then, of course, helped the spread of the prickly-
pear seed Maihing district was the last of this scrub country to be
selected and settled, but it suon became guickly infested with the pear
Inenace.

Tu try to gel water on our lund Christy and I dug « hole with a
pick and shovel on a selected 160 acres juining my selection. When we
got & litle water in the water hoie, all the wild animals from the
serulr cRmne o drink. Some wild catile akso luook adyaniage of the
water, We finally had to erect a fence around the hole, thereby allow—
ing only the hirds to drink.

During 1902, and up to October in 1903, we gol work where and
when we could. We earned enough money 1o live amd wurk on the
selection for a tune. (1T might menfion that when 1 arrived al Quinalow
from Denmark I hod 67 cents left from Lhe money 1 had brought from
the old counlry).

We built a slab hut 20 teet x 9 fL. Alse, we erected o 100 gatlon tank.
We cleared a little mote land, and o track across country 10 uinalow.

In Oclober, 1963, Christy and I went 1o Clifton fur the whesl bar-
vest. After the 1902 droughl, the 1903 wheat crop was particulurly good,
We worked for Tnwoff Bros. first harvesting and hater following thair
threshing machine. We were patd 5 cents an hour, and our food was
given o us, it was couked {or us, and was the best we had had since
coming Lo Queensland.

We stayed with the threshey until the end of the sedson, al the be-
guing of April. 144, We saved our earnings

In the meantime, the two selections bad been surveyed, so we
knew the boundaries of our land We again started to fall scrub.

The Agnculiural Bank had opeuwed, and I applied for a loan of
$600, bt wus granted only $320 10 build & two -room house, ring-bark
150 acres and buy eight cows, and also make an 800..yard dam.

I felled 40 acres ol scrub, which by that Line was badly infested with
pear. Then I planted corn and pumpkin by hand befween the stumps
and logs. The kangaroo rals and wallabies soun discoversed what was
going on, and at night they followed along, dug up what corn had been
planted, and ate it We found that if, before planting, we dipped the
corm in Stockholm tar, then rolled it in ashes, it lost its flavour,

Christy also cenred land, planted corn and pumpkio as T had done.
As we could not alford to buy wire for fencing, we cleared a strip of
seruly all around the part we had planied with corn. we then stacked
up the fallen (rees to keep out the wallabies and wild catile.

There were two mobs of wild cattle, one {from Moola Creek, and
the other from Irvingdale; there was sbout a dozen head in each mob.
They quickly discovered the corn, and although we were alert, they
managed to gel in and destroy the comn.
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We decided sction was needed. Christy was (o be on the west
side of the corn, and I on the east, We each had a gun, and our plan
was for Christy to fire a shot when they arrived, 10 stampede thewm,
and I to fire another as they teft. The calile came at night, however,
and when we gol there they huad already arrived We each tried to get
to our original place without the cattle noticing, bur in the durk
Christy fell over a log and his gun went off. The cattle stampeded
through our scrub fence and headed straight {fur me, but I managed
to find refuge behind a targe tree trunk. [ did not get the chance to
fire my gun unti] the cattle were weli past, but they never returned.
This all huppened where the Malling School now slapds,

I got a small dwin sunk by contract, and timber from the Quina
low Bawmill for a \wo-roomed house. L wes nol lined or ceiled. The
contract price for the curpenter was $8, and I helped him as much as
I possibly could.

There were practically no dairy cows in the district, and we milked
those available. Before the 1302 drought the prce of cows was from
$4 to $6. It was difticult to obtain cows after the drought. I bought
eight cows with five big heifers. None of them would give the milk
without bringing the calves up along side of them.

The litlle butter faclory at Bismark had just started, and I had
bought an old spring carl, into which I broke my suddle horse. I also
bnufht a small separakor on terms. Two rouds had been cleared from
Malling (then known us Bax Gully) to Bismark, The ronds wore clenred
at 8 contraci price of 17 cents and 20 cents a chain, A good man could
clear two chain i une day. It was 1401 wide.

I built & crude yard, und fnow small wey T staried darying In 1906
January. My largest cheque tor u moenlth was $8, but by winter my
supply was su small the manager of Bismark fuctory told me that afier
g sample had Leen taken of the milk therv was not much left to make

ulter.

At thal time Christy forfeited his selection and left fur America.

Although our position was difficult, Mrs. Hansen and imyself siuck
to it, and gradually it improved. When the Bell railway wus opencd,
Kaimkillenbun became our rail head. We sent our pigs and a little corn
that way to Toowooinba. The pigs bought from $3 up to $425, while the
corn brought 15 cents to 20 cents per bushed,

While the Tara railway was under constraction I obtained three
horses and a German waggon. I bought the wagpon [rom the resident
engineer. I cut and carted raitway sleepers Lo Kaimkillenbun to pay
for it.

This was ahbout 1908 and in 1902 one selection (114V) which had
been selected and forfeited three times and again the fourith selector
was beaten by the prickly pear. He had done a little improvement on
the land and he sold the 170 acres to me for $160. Half of this in cash
and the rest to be paid in twelve nionths.

At that time I had got the deed for my 320 acres and 1 transferved
my account from the Apricultural Bank to the Bank of Australusis in
Oakey. This bank lent me the money to buy the 173 acres.

Al that tme my neighboup had fallen some serub and planted corn
between the stimps as I had once done. He got & good crop, pulled
and then shetled it by band into bags. Corn, however, was cheap and
he had no wuay of carling it to Kaimkillenbun. As I had horses aod
a German waggon I bought ail his corn and carted it to the railhead.
I paid him 13 cents a bushel and sold it on rail Kaimkillenbun for 19
cents per hushel.

I continued Lo ¢lear the serub and rearved most of the calves as a
meuns of u';creasmg the herd but the spread of prickly pear and the
want of water made il very difficult. We had a small dam but the
thickness of prickly pear and scrub prevenied the water from running
into it. T remember cone day when things were very bad I remarked
that we had had our dum over three years and as yet it had nol been
completely full. One of the children replied, “¥You made it too deep.”
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As the children grew older, we seit them 1o Maclagan School, a
distance ol five nules, At firse they rode on old, quiel horses and laler
they went by horse and sulky.

In 1911 in an effurt to pel sufficiant waler, I sunk u well 90 feel
feepr but got only 30 gallons of water an hour.

At that fune Rhodes grass had begun o come on really well i
the burnt scrub suil It the Rhodes grass did so well the prickly peai
did not get as much of a hold us before. Between the Rhodes grass
and the prickly pear 0f sotty i the scrub, Lhe country could carry
tore cattle per acre than 1 will now that it s all clearcg and culti-
vitled. The prickiy pear supplying the witeir which was so very scarce,

By rearing nost of the calves and selilhg oniy the sleers by 1912
I had a tair herd of milking cows, i fact T was the biggest cream
supplier to M1 Bismark buarter factory and alse Chuirman of Direetors.

The milking becume o problem and L had 1o employ a man and
sometimes two men. This was dificult as the accommodation was
pour and difficult for vs ax well as for the men. Al that time milking
machines of several different maskes were coming on the market but
Lhey all spoiled the cows after being used un (hem for sume Lime

Then Winchcombe Carson became agenls lor twe Hidd Milking
Mauchine Buckel Planl and (hey sokl me s three bucket plant with a
3 hop. Lister Engine on u deposit of $30, the balunce on PN,

[t up o crude bul senstbic Indking shed and locked atter 1hem
myself ns T snnply coudd not atford (o et them fadi They were quite
successiul snd T beheve they were the flrsl mupchines on the Downs
which did el spatl the cows. Tids was  in September. 19313, and
between the Rhodes gruss, the prickly penr. and the mitking nuachies
we did quite well durmg 1914, In (he 1915 drought we lust o callle
and sold o few head of fats o1 most Quinalow sales.

The war brought the price of caltle forward; also the price o1
buiter and cheese wenl up and we began (0 get some conliul Gver our
pusition.

In 1914, after living and working momany States of America, my
Brrother Chrisly returned (o Australia, He thought that Queensland was
the best place after all. There were plenty of forfeited prickly pear
selections available and he selected 160 acres whieh he made into a
really good farm. He lived there until he died at the age of 75 years.

By 191916 the prickly pear became so thick in the south portion
ol the Quinalow-Malling Moolu distrets that wild anunals such as
dingoes and wallabies moved ouwl 1o other parls - anly the birds and
snakes were lefi. The wallabies then becaine bad on the land we cleared.
They grew bigger and were maore destructive on the better feed.

I cleared the lust of the scruby on my bomestead and there was
nuthing to keep the wullabies oft the Rhodes grass.

There was nl lhal time a family camping at the Hemrah Dum
making a living by shooting and skinning possums and wallabies, They
asked me for permission lo ersct o wallaby yard in the corner of the
netted mn paddock. B8 wuas erected so that the wallabies followed the
fence into the yard bul could not get out. The frst night they caught
106 waiiabies in the yard. It took nearly a day to skin them.

Muny selilers in ihal heavy pear counlry borrowed money frool
the Agricaliure and other banks. They made a few unpreoveneats on
their land b the pear bear most of them and they Jeft thetr land to
the bunks as it all appeared hopeless,

In 16116 1 bought No. 13 Parish of Moola from the Bank of NS.w.
for the wmount which was owing on it I remember the day 1 went
to Qukey to settle the desl [ was on terins, There was no value on
the land as it was. I met o man who knew the place and when I told
him T was going inlo the bank to setile up tor No. 13 Moola he looked
ut me and replied, “Don't you think you should see a doctor first.”
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I brought the land, however, heavily sciubbed and prickly veared.
I got most of the scrub felied. Because of the heavy pear 1 had to pay
double price per acre tor falling. We wore long leggings and we gave
our trousers Lwo codtls of painl. This enabied us to walk through the
pear without the long prickles intruding. Bul it was hued and danger—
ous work and one man received a badly broken leg working in that
block of scrub.

The weuther was hot and dry but 1 gol most of the scrub down,
burnt and planted the land with Rhodes grass. Also managed to erect
some sort of lence around the houndarvy but there was not a bucket
of witer on the whole place. In the 1919 drought T had ahout 150
hend of miy own cattle there as well as a herd of dalry cows from
Oukey. This herd was very poor and two cows died on their journey
from Qukey. 'There were about 200 hend of cattle on 320 acres. None
of the cattle had wuter at &l for nine months but survived with the
help of the mwoisture in the pear.

In the beginning the cows were milked once a day, however,
sfter a time they were mnbked twice 8 day. 'The drought broke in
Decemnber and the Oakey herd was taken back and in reully good
condition. T had a lot of dry cuttle there snd yarded a {few head of
fats for every Quinalow sale,

The pear began to get the best of the Rhodes grass so 1 starfed
to clear and plough the land. 4 bore was put down and we had some
waler. Also made a dam and built 8 house, milking shed and yard.

I had a large stock of milking cows at home and tfrom this I
Eut a whole deiry herd oun this new place and still had a herd at
ome. A new Ridd Releaser milking machine plant was put in. This
was my second Ridd machine, I later sold No. 13 Moola with cattle
and machinery 10 my eldesl son on terms he could pay.

When the first World War started the price of all our produce
and stock elevated particularly cheese which began to be exported
from Queensland and many small cheese factories sprang up all
over the Downs. There became so many thal they took the cream
supply from ithe Maciagan Butter Factory and this factory eventually
gave up making butter and tumed to cheese instead. 4

There was at that time four or five settlers dairying scoutdd
Malling and I decided that instead of taking my inilk to Maciagan
why nol erect my own small [actory - aking also the milk from
my neighbour’s supply. I had a little over 100 gallons per day from
my own farm and I got about 80 gallons per day from the other
farms.

The factory building was crude and small but I could not afford
anything better. Although the cattle in the district ate a lot of prickly
pear the cheese was good and it was nearly sl graded first class.

The small {acioty gave us & market for our milk al home,

This was about 191%. Also at this time there were several settlers
with school-age children. Wiih the assistance {rom some families
along Moola Creek, who were much further from a school than
ourseives, we tried to get a school at Malling. I offered three acres
free for a school ground and everyone intcrested did all they could
te reduce the cost. So with the assistance of our Member, Hon. A.
E. Moore, we got the Malling School.

This school was opened on the 13th August, 1917, under the
name of Box Gully State School; later this was altered to the pame
of Malling. The attendance on the first day was 11, but by the end
of the month it rose 10 17. The first teacher was Miss M. E. Mohr.

In 1810 I put down the first bore at Malling and got a splendid
sul:ply of water. This helped us a great deal for as the newness was
going out of the ground it bscame more set and the prickly pear
on the homestead land then grew harder and more prickly, consequent-
iy it was not quite s6 good as cattle feed.

8.



In 1920 there were inore forleited scelections in this district. Some
ot them were party amproved and now taken over by the banks.
‘The vwners sunply walked off and left their land to the banks. One
of these blocks of land was partion 183V Parsh of Rosalie. 1l
contained 640 acres. Aboul 106 actes had been mure or less clenred
but the remainder was heavily serubbed  and infested with  pear.
Theve was alac un the land g smabl it and a small dam

[ boaght this block frons the Bank of NS W, for $12300 on erms

As soun as possible T had the sernb fallen by contract at 84
per acre. The price paid lor falling ciean serub - - that 13 scrub
punus the prickly pear - was §2 per acre. I had (6 gel assistance
from the bunk. This they always gave o me,

After u time this block was adlvided ino (wo  firms consising
ob 330 acres each 1 then sold ooe of these oy sun s taw wloa
price and lenos be could munage Magy  years lider in 10d4 oy
grandson bought from me the vihar farm

QUINALOW, MACLAGAN, MOOLA AND MALLING

The @Quinalow, Muaclapgan and Mualling part of (he big serun was
different to the Mouola section. The serub consisted of patches of
vine serub, brigalow and belah, and a few stony coolibah  ridges
with sume wonbark in places.

The lund was selecled mostly as homesteads in oareas from 160
acres ta 640 acres. The selectors wetre mosily single men and came
from England, Ireland, Scotland, Benmark and Germany.

We were all withonl money or valuables of any kind There were
also some men from NSW., Victaria and South Austrabia and various
parts of Queensiand. Some of these settlers had families.

Thuse of us from the other counlries knew nothing of this
climate nor how Lo pet water by sinking wells Bores were not
thought ot then in this part and besides we had noe money 1o pay
for them. We were about lwenty-five miles from Jondaryan and none
ol us had corts or wagons. Meny had a good horse and saddle and
of course many of the first seitlers soon forfeited their selection.

About 1827.28 the Governmen! nade an effort to gel people
on the pear Jand. Some land in the Malling district which had been
selected and forferled several nmes was made availuble free and
4 bonus of $1 per acre freehold for any part of it which was cleiced
and kept clear of prickly pear [or a cerlain time. A {ew seleclions
were taken on these farms, but were all eventually abandoned

At that time portion 530V Parish of Moola containing 1104 acres
wis made available al & smadl ren! and when certain conditions
were ¢omplied with could he made reehold at 60 cents per ovig,

This block of land had been selected years belore when there
was 1ittle pear but 11 bhad been forfeited fur years,

It was all heavily timbered and had pear. No improvemwents had
heen made and there was no water. TL was known as the big pear block.

In 1928 T selected it under the conditions stated. At that nne
I only had my usual wuay of ¢learing by Iractor and cioghung. 1
had smashed three tractors in the scriub and pear T wlso had four
teains of plough horses -- six hurses 10 a team. Fo clear 130 aeres
of green scrub and prickly peal was a b job.

It was at this time the Government bought ol the coclinead
and the cactubiastis and I was ong of the fivsl 1o ger bold ol (hens
in this district.

The depression was coming o and labour was plentitut, 1 paid
good wages and employed a 1ot of men. One day | counted ali my
cimployees --- there were at thal lime thirty-ene. They consisted ot
cheese factory hands, shave farmers, funcers, ringbarkers and soine
men clearing land [or ploughing. I had a lut of men using axes
and they all wunted the best of axe. On calling theiny gl togeiher
[ found [ had sixteen men using axes.
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“They cleared a wilderness
and created the stepping stone,
Let us honour, as well as reap,

that which has been sown.”

ORIEL HARPER
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M and Mrs. ML P Hansen, Malling
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When the scrub wias fallen and parctly bornt it killed a lot of
pear and this alluwed the Rhodes grass to grow. It wias tlus prass
and the young pear which then sprung up that made such good
feed for lhe cattle — the pear also providing the moisture. Of
course as the ground setiled and the pear became older and harder
and more prickly the feed value fell again. This tonk approximalely
two years and if not cleared and ploughed again one was back in
the original position.

The fallen scrub and young pear became ftull of mice and frogs
etc. This of couwrse was ideal for the snakes and ihey came in great
nuinbers — all sorts and sizes. While Lringing the cows out of
the paddocks fur milking it was common to see u dozZen snakes
on the cattle tracks. They were so fat and lazy it was an etfort for
them t¢ crawl out of the way of the cattle. In all the years, we
had no more than five or six head of cafttle killed by snake hite.
As the land was cleared the snakes disappeared and it is seldom
we see a snuke now.

I provided each of my farms wilh Lhe necessary machinery, all
bought on the best terms I could manage to oblain. I also provided
a team of horses.

Bures and a dwn were nlso provided [ur each place. They
were over 300ft. deep. Al this and windmills etc. were costly and
the number of P.N. were constant and heavy.

In 1924, 42V of the Parish of Moola was for sale. It had been
improved with fences, buildings and clearing. But 1 slhipped
back badly when I got it. I paid $8 per acre and had to gel the money
from the hank. I had sufficienl milking cows to stock this ptace
and I put in my filth Ridd Milking Plant. 1 also supplied 3 team
of horses and necessary machinery. It was of course the easiest
place I had started and when I had it in ressonuble working order
1 sold il to my second son on terps he could manage.

By the time I had most of the scrub fallen or ringbarked on
the 1100 acres the cactoblastis had most of the pear killed and
the dead pear made a greal budy of material for carrying a fire
and made the clearing of the ground cheuper and cusier,

I divided the 1100 acres into three dairy farms. One small farm
of 10 acres and one timber reserve of 35 acres,

I buill the house, cow yards, milking shed and, other sheds
and put in Ridd Milking Machines, This being my sixth lot of
milking machines, I also had suffictent dairy cows withoul runniog
short on the other farins, T had a good supply of water in a bore
on this farm. This place started in Navember, 1830,

I kept rearing all heifer calves and by October, 1932, I had the
second farn in this block ready with a goud bore and all necessary
buildings and machinery and 1 put in my seveuth Ridd Milking
Machine.

After somne years when I had made the farm freehold and in
working order I sold it tg my son-in-Jdaw al a4 price and terms he
could manage.

The milk from these fanns came to the Malling Cheese Faclory
which had been made bigger. A Fasteuriser had been instalied and
a bore had been sunk and water laid on lo the facltory. Our
cheese was mostly good and we had gut a few small suppliers
from Moola Creek way. The Malling Factory was no longer the
smallest factory in the surrounding district.

My own huuse contained ten rooms plus out-buildings. There
were also quurters for the factory employees and a house for the
factory manager.

In 1824 I was elected a member of the Queensiand Cheese
Manufacturers Associalion and the Queenstand Cheese Board. The
Malling Factory then won a prize of $50 at the Brishane Exhibitian
for Cheddar cheese and it was the first time such & prize was
given. We did not show any more Cheddar cheese, however, as
1 did not think it the best cheese for this climate,
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I suftered o few acendents and had several tuens o hospial tor
various complaints mosily due to sirain. The {amily also had their
troubles and bad heaith and in 1934 we ost our youngest daughter, a
bright girl, wilb double pneumonia. In 1935 T had a really bad time with
several complaints but afier a maonth in bospital I gradually got aver it.

Just after this, I remmember une marning there were 812 gallons
of milk from my own cows on several farms. I Kept ali the whey
from all these farms on the home farm where T kept a lot of pigs
including 35 breeding sows.

By this time the prickly pear which had once covered all the
new land had prachceally disappeared and it became necessary to
cumpletely alter our way of working.

I still had one farm 10 start on the 1100 acres bul before
I conld do se 1 bad to ger sufficient water. [ got some waler by
horing and I boughl a crawier tractor, plow and scoop and made
dams., I built a house, sheds, milking shed and yards. I also
installed my eighth Ridd Milking Plant. Although we lost some
cattle in the 1936 drought I had sufficient cows (0 put a herd on
this new farm. After making il freehold and having il i working
order T sold it to my son-in-law al a price snd terms he could
manage.

The disappearance of the prickly pesar made the land valuable;
and [ remember one block of land whnich had been selected under
the freehold and bonus terms but was left and forfeited, was again
open for selection. There were almost 300 applications. There was
also about the same number of applications for any land open for
selection at 1hat time There was nu more forfeiting and reatly
good progress was made in {he Quinalow, Malling and Moala districts.
Mactagan had never been as badly alfected by pear as other parts
of the country.

INTRODUCTION OF THE AYRSHIRES
ln 1911 F BOUGHT my first Ayrshire buli. I found the Ayrshue
best  suited to our conditions. In fact 1 think they were
as good as pioneers as ourselves. Since then I have had nothing
but Ayrshires. In 1911 I joined the Ayrshire Herd Book Society.

At that time what is now Maling was called Buox Guily, It was
called this from the gully running down through Wonga Plains
although there werg no box trees. When { joined the A HB Society
I had 1o give my place a2 name so I called it Malling. There
is a place in Englsnd and also Denmark called Malling aud the
short, pliin nane appenled to me.

INTRODUCTION OF THE TRACTOR
lN 1915 OR 1916 the IH.C. brought out the tirst one man
tractor  working on  kerosene — it was called the Mogil
I bhought the first of these tractors o come wesl of Brisbane —
on a depusit of $50
1 had a triangle Jog 1o pull behind the tractor ‘This way [
attacked the prickly pear and fixed the tractor so it would climb
Lthe pear. This way I broke the pear down. Although [ broke up
three tractors and lurned one over s0 the back wheels pointed
right up in the ait on the side of a pear 8 {o 6 feet high. 1 cleared
the peur by uhe tractor - trlangle method however.

MALLING CONTINUED
N 1938 THERE WERE TWO PROPERTIES for sale un the
Mool Creek. They were portion 1317TA  Parish of Moola,
consisting of 276 acres and 1318 Parish of Moola about 550 acres.

T bought the 276 acres with house and a good deal of other
improvements. My son-in.law bought the 550 acres. There was nol
much improvement on the land - - no bulldings or clearing und it
was a big job to make a dairy farm of it
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To wssist my son-in-faw I pl i oa complete Ridd Milking
Plant — this being my ninth — for which be paid when he was able.

I got the 276 acres in working order with new house, fences
and clearing. Also put in a Ridd Milking Plant; this being my
tenth and I expect my last,

I brought this land because it had a double front to the Moola
Creek which 15 a dry creek running only afler heavy storms. The
creek is sbout 20 feet deep and the 100 chain ol ereek in the place
it was 20 ft. deep This would hold a lot of water i datnined,
There were good lucerne flals all along the creek and irrigation
from the creck would help these flats.

I applied to the Irrigation Department for a license. The application
was advertised in the usual way and received no objeclions. In
fact all the people along the creek were just ds keen as 1 was to
see the creek dummed.

But when the Irrigation Department applied their conditions the
lay-out of the creek did not meet with these rules. The conditions
were as follows: The creek must be down al least 7 feet from the
top of the bank, leaving only the small narrow bottom of the creek
to hold water. Also T had to put a valve In the botiomn of the
dam so0 the Depariment could aullow the water to run if it were
required further down the creek.

After arguing about the terms for a couple of years I gave up
and there is no water conserved in the Moola Creek. As I could
not use the farin as I intended and had really mare than I could
look after and my health became affected, I eventually sold this
farm. I was disappointed I did not get the chance to carry through
my irrtgalion plans. :

I eventually sold also the (artn of 3656 acres which was the
first one I got into order on the 1100 acres in Porlion 50v. I sold
too, the small fuarm of 10 acres with house ele., leaving me only the
35 acres of good timber country as « thnber reserve for the factory
and farm.,

Now that the land was cleared it became a most important
catchment area. The clean paddocks and sloping gmuné provided a
great body of waler during beavy storms. This water not only ran
away, thus being of no use, it also took a lot of top soil with it
and gouged out gullies in the paddocks,

Although most farms had sufficient water fur stock it was clear
we would never have irrigation even in a small way unless something
was done about it. More dams were needed. Most hollows and gullies
in the district had yellow clay sub-suil which held water really
well, A small area of lucerne kept alive during drought by irrigation
would provide just what the dairy herd heeded,

In 1937 I bought my first crawler tractor, suitable plough and
scoop. I made dams and conserved water as much as possible. I
made the dams In positions where it was nol canpulsory to obtain
& licence from Drrigation Commission for thut purpose,

But it was not until after the Second World War that real
progress was made. I bought a bulldozer and construclted dams

“on ali the farms 1 owned, particuiaily on the home farm. Lucerne
was sown close by the largest datns and I irrigated in dry luines
to provide feed for the dairy herd.

The lack of green vegetables lucally and in Dalby suggested
that a vegetable garden in the scrub soil with irrigation would
be a good idea. I surveyed 30 acres and buill a house, packing shed
and provided the necessary machinery and irrigation plant. Tt proved
an excellent place to grow vegetables and there was a poud market
locally and in Dalby. My trouble was to get labour which understood
vegelable gardening.
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MALLING CHEESE

\j,’l‘}{ﬂl](jli WE COULD make Cheddar cheese as able a8 any

! uthey tactory on the Downs, 1T tid nol thank it the cheese
best suited to the Australian clinate, Also one type ol cheese did
nut suil everyhody.

T 1927-28 T started 1o study the makinng of  other types of
chevse. T was particutarly mlerested in the low acd 1ype ol cheese.
I procrred information and samples from America and Europe. I
miacte small iots of Edain, Norwepinn whey cheese, American Brick,
Culifornian yan cheese and others 1 found that only whai is known
as a hard type of cheese was sutled to this chmate and evers thep
this could not be hade I just the way 0 was made in other countries.

After o lew yeurs T began 1o make a Swiss lype of Gruyere
cheese, T employed a0 Swiss mun who bad made cheese n his own
country. In 1830 I put up more buildings and plant and we managed
as well as we could, We had no trouble selling this cheese and the
next vear [ decided to extend the plant and I put in a 4 ton
refrigerator and erected proper insulated cold rooms,

We had learnt 1o taske a cheese to suit the Quesnsland climate
Lo some extent and the cheese was pood and uniform,

Selting 11 then, however, became a problen. The public could
not understamcl that there could be more than one type of cheese
and when told that this cheese was a good deal more expensive
npbady wus interested.

The seusen was goud and we maude a lurge amount ol cheese.
We had on hand about 25 ton of Gruyere cheese and my Brisbane
agents told me they could not sell it. I fried other agenis buwt
with no better resulls.

I decided it the agents cowdd ot sell it I would have 1o do it
myself. I got assistance from one agent and 1 wenl as far porth
us Cairns. I had samples and advertising psmphlets with me.

I called on everybody who handled cheese from Rockhampton to
Cairns and sold cheese for debivery from 1010 upwards, 1 discovered
many people in the nurth knew of Gruyere cheese and fhey were
pleased to get M. I puid 10 comvmission and made it worth while
for cealers to handle it. The price did not seem to worry thg
public when they became interested. Six months after 1 weant north
and later south, as far as Melbourne, our slock was all cleared
and we could not rulfill all orders. But it was a desperate position
with all the other work I had in progress and hud the bank stopped
my ¢redit 1 would have gone out wilh nothing.

As our cheese became known and (o keep our customers interested
in the north 1 took another treip up thel way the following year.
One day I was in the office of Samuel Allan and Sons, Cuirns. The
manager showed me an order Jor o siorekeeper from  Mareeba,
After ordering rnany store poods, the storekeeper finished off wilh
and one cheese like a grindstone’ - meaning Gruyete cheese!

Gravere cheese can only be made when (he giass 15 green ahd
in weather which is not teo hol, Also it can only bhe made from
mourning  wilk: the evening milkk having s too high acid content
by the following mormng OfF course, the Gruyere cheese ook ondy
parl of our milk Al lhi tae oaly Cheddar cheese was subject
[ Equalisaticn; this gave us the chaunce of getting the bhest resulls
trom any cheese Gihier than Cheddar.

I lried 1o make Roman cheese  This 1s an Dalian type of
Carly dry cheese sutled for grating and cooking,. We soop found
that we could nul ke it like the Ttalinn Rorman cheese but we
could make a Roman cheese to suit lhe Australian ¢limale and
conditions.
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I remember the Departinent of Commerce at that time had
inquiries from New York and they asked me for samples to be sent
to New York which T gave them I Lhen received a letter from
the !irm in New Yuork stating they could not undersiand why
Australinns made Roman cheese from cow's milk when sheep were
s0 plentiful in Australla. Some Roman cheese in Italy is made from
sheep's milk.

Although our Gruyere and Roman cheese was reasonable it did
not comply with a low acid cheese al a reasonable price for every
day tuble use which wus my plan. Muny attempis had been made
to make this type of cheese particularly in Victoria but with negative
results.

I kept perservering and some limes thought I was successtul.
One lot of cheese which I sent to mature in Brisbane cold stores,
turned out 10 be faulty., I found s poultry farmer 1o take it free
of charge. Thinking I had learnl something from the failure ¥
kept on until I felt sure I was right. I made quite a quantity of
cheese — it was n cheese without a cheese cloth and rimless,
about 7lb. in weight.

Once again I sent this to a Brishane cold store to mature,
however, when [ thought it should be ready for marketing I discovered
faults T did not expect and it was uscless. This position was as
Iollows: I paid for the milk and made the cheese, then I paid for
cartage plus railage and cold storage. I then had to pay for a
carrier to take it from the cold storage 10 the railway and have
it sent back to Peranga. I then carted it home and fed it to the
pigs. It was a total loss.

Thinking I had learnt the reason for the fatlure I contmued to
make small lols of cheese and as they matured I thought them
right for market and sent them to Brisbane to my agents.

This cheese proved successful and every week my apenis asked
for more cheese. The agent and myself were sure we had found
the cheese we had been aiming for, for many yeuars.

To make the cheese distinct in appearance I waxed it red and
it obtained the name of Mulling Red Cheese. 1 liked itnis cheese
myself and found the more I ate the more I wanted to esl. I
heartt the same from everyone who tried the Mulling Red Cheess.

This was about 1933-34, At thut tune only Cheddar cheese was
taken into Equalisiltion and we had only to see that our price
for the cheese would pay the extra cost of making and selling
our cheese.

I paid 10°, commission on sl our cheese. It was the only way
to  prove profitable for the agents finding new markels, which
they did. They procured orders not only from all over Australia,
but we got regular monthly orders from Manilla, Hong Kong,
Batavia and Singapore. We found we could not supply all the orders.
This was the chance to enlarge and improve the [aclory which 1
did. T then visited America to see if I could learn something which
would help us tu improve our checse. 1 did not learn anything new,
however, the trip was interesting and educating.

When the Second World War started, suppliers of cheese were
cut off from all eastern tnarkels and representlatives came Lo
Queensland in an effort to find cheese in place of discontinued
supplies, Two representatives called at the factory and wanted 1o
take all the cheese we could produce at our price, One firm from
Batavia wanted to place a slanding order for 10 tons of Gruyere
cheese per month, taking delivery and payment in Brisbane.

These conditfons kepi on through 1940, The Department of Com
merce received many requests for various types of cheese. They
passed many of these requests on to me asking us to do our best
to supply these orders from the east, We did our best in the small
wWeY we couid.
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At thal thne, we receved word from the Egualisation Commitiee
thut we were nol exporting our guaia of cheese (o England and
that we were regquired L make Cheddar cheese (o expurt 1 explained
this could not be done as the faciory was nol equipped to make
different types of cheese and that o this wus done iU would destroy
all that had been accomplished to make our own lype of cheese.

This explanation did not satisfy the Gouverument, nor the Eguul
isation Commiltes, and in February, 1941, I received orders from
the Federal Governmeni that they reguued 500 of ali my cheese
manufactured during February They stated [ was to deliver the
cheese at Birls Cold Sores, freipht and all expenses pald 1 had
to pay cold storage and I might be paid something if the Govermmenl
sold my cheese. It, however, there was any joss, it must be paid
by mysell.

Cur type ol cheese was such that it was uupuossible o send
fu cold stores until 2 to 4 months old, 1t takes three months o sall
a Cruyere cheese and after that il bes to be turncd regularly f[or
sometime. The order [ received from the Government therefore meant
that any cheese 1 sent to cold swres would go rotlen and be a
total loss. ‘This, T expiamed o (he Guvernment, but they insisied
that T comply with the order.

I vigited Canberra and with lhe assistance ol our Memnber, suw
the Minister for Commerce, Sir Huarl Page. He told me he did not
know anything ubout it although he had signed the original order
at the recommendalton of the Dairy Produce Board Sir Earl Page
then advised me 1o o to Melbourne 1o visit the DP.B. which 1 did
but there T was told the Board and the BEgualisatton Committee
were meeting in Sydney. They phoned Sydney and asked the meeling
to see me the [ollowing day. When I arrived at the meeting, however,
the secretury, Dr. Cross was sent to inform me the meeling would
not see me.

I had to retwan bume withouwl  any  satisfaction at all Each
month I received notice Lo deliver cheese to Birts Cold Stores. This
continued  four eight months - each month 1 received the same
notice and 1 rephied ench month that T could not comply (o the
orders. § never sent cheese to the cold stores,

The position for our type of cheese was very ditficult during
and after the war Pirsuly, labour was controlled and as our cheese
required extrn labour this was nol allowed us, Some of the lgbour
which was allowed 10 us had never seen cheese made.

Then when the Subsidy was commenced it was paid on green
cheese instead of butlerfat, This was unfulr and because I uvhjected,
e Subsidy tu all my milk suppliers was withheld for lwo years
thus amuuniing to $11,000. Later when the Egqualisation fixed the
price of cheese for processing, al that tme 1id  per lb. n favour
of the processor, I objected and ihe Subswly was sgain withheid
for lwo ywrs The tolsl of witbheld Subsidy then being  $22,000.
Later Lhus was all paid but [ felt the linancial strain, I was forced
10 finance the factory from my farm account o the amount of
$36,000. There was also a Joss on cheese spolled hy rail transporing
all this luss was su heavy thal bad T not had the fann to finance
the factory the latler would have been closed yesrs ago.

Up tu 1950 the roads in the Malling distniet were slways in bad
condition. Then road construction by the Rusaile and Wambo Shives
was carried out and we are now served by mostly  abl-weather
roads. We have distnet road transpor! from Malling 1w Brisbane
and we Uso transport our cheese, by voad, to Sydney. Tais means
out cheese arrives in the city in the same condition in which it
left the factury.

We have the ity electricity supphied (o the Mailing  disinet,
proving of greal value and the production of the distret is very good.

I think it has been a great experience in my lifetime to see
the eventunl progress from the fat Jamp to city electricity.
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MACLAGAN
N 1800 THE ONLY BUILDING where Maclagun now  stands
was # small bark hut on the bank of the creek. It belunged
to Mr. Bruhn and was used by him when he brought his sheep
along Lhe creek bank.

There were a few more settlers along the cieek and a bush
track running down from the mouniains o Quinalow. There were
also a few roads cleured on the east side of the creek but only
one on the wesl side leading from Quinalow to Lewis on  the
Moola Creek.

In 1901 Mr. J. Bruhin built the first timber house ar Maclagan. He
started a small store to serve the new settlers on the scrub land.
But it was not until 1005 when Mr. J. Warran a storekeeper from
Clifton, arrived at Macligan — then called Bismark —— that an
attempt was made 10 creute a centre of the place. Mr. Warran
started a store and post office and finsnced a small co-op. butter
factory., A small amount of bulter was made and transporled by
spring cart to Jondaryan and then railed to Brishane. This was
continued until 1913 when the railway frum Toowoomba to Coovar
was opened. The butter was then transported to Rosalie Plains
and later to Peranga.

By 1804 a number of famllies had settled in the ML, Bismark
district and a school was built aboul 2 miles from the butter faciory.

It is a fact thal Mr. Warrah is the falher of Maclagan. Huving
established the store and financed the butter factory he also gave
store credit to assist the settlers — including myself.

The scrub portion of the Maclagan district was never as badly
infesied with prickly pear as the Malling and Quinalow districts,
therefore the number of settlers leaving their selections was small,

In 1890 sume seltlers from the .Brymaroo district selected land
on the range north of DBismark. Cne of these was Fred Wockner
of Bender. While taking caftle along the Quinalow Creek he passed
the large hill north of Bismark and Mr. Wockner calied it Mt
Bismark. This name applied (o the district until the first world war
when the Germun nume of Bismark became very unpopular. Mr.
Warran moved (o have the nume changed to Muacisgan. This was
the npame of a Scot generwl who was killed. So the dislrict of
Bismark or Mt. Bistnark became known as Maclagan.

Maclagan has become the maln centre for & large populated
country district and from the small bark hut on the edge of the
creek, when I first saw it, it is now ihe makKings of & small town,

QUINALOW

CAN GET NO RELIABLE INFORMATION us {0 how Quinalow

acquired its nume. Apparenily the name was first given
to the creek when it was part of Rosalie Station It has been
suggested the name is of Irish origin.

Quinalow is the oldest of the four districts mentioned in these
writings. Only a poruon of Quinalow was a part of the big scrub
country. The creek and creek flats were setected early in 1880 for
grassing. Late in the eighties Iraly DBros. starled dairying and
cheese making. With the assistance of the Department of Agriculture
they erected, what at. that time, was one of the most up-to-date
cheese factories in Queensland.

The timber for this factory was cut on the factory site. Thas
site is on the side of the hill about half a mile from where Quinalow
now stands.

The squuare timber was cul by pitsaw and the boards were
cut by a small circular saw. The building is still standing on the
original site.

Daly Bros. milked a rather large herd and also bought milk
from other settlers along the creek.

18



Daly Bros. were sunccessful with cheese moking.  1n 1881 they
received a sperial prize Tor the best prosbiiced @uaeensland  chee
al the Brisbune Bxhibition. This is believed to be the first price
of s kind given 1 Queensland. The Daly Rros. still have this
certificate in 1helr possesston,

In 189849 Dwaly Bros. staried a saw mill on the bank o
Quinalow Creek. In ihe beginning it was small but sooen improved
and by 1903-4 il became quite large with hoop pine coming from
the mountzins north of Maclagun and the hardwood from the scrub
land in the district.

The saw mill and other undertakings by Daly Brus  assisled
in bringing settlers to the district and m 1901 a smull schoui was
opened. A Slate election wus held during 1902 and the school was
made a polling hooth, There were twenty-ong voles, seven for Labour
and fourteen for the Conservalive Parly.

In 1202 Daly Bros. built and opened (he Quinalow Hotel with
store and pust office.

A few years ldater stock sale yards were erected and  sales
gt_n:lmenced. This made Quinalow the main business centre in the
istricy,

As (he hoop pmine disappeared from the mountains and lhe
prickly pear muade It impossible to gel Lhe hardboard out of (he
scrub, the saw mill was closed. The cheese factory also was closed.
Practically all that remained of Quinalow was the school, hotel
and sale yards.

A small cheese factory, however, wuas starled by Mr. Dongld
Mcintyre of Goombungee, which wus sold to the Queensland Co-op.
Dairy Associantion and again sold to My, T Dure.

Mr. Dare built & new factory and later sold 1o Krafl Fooml
Piy. Ltd. Il s to Krall Foud Piy. Lid., that Quinalow owes its vresepd
important position in the district. Quinalow now has one of the
most  importand and  advanced cheese  tactories i the  State I
also has the largest State School s rhis part of the countryside.
with a school bus collecting children from some distance,

There is alsu the hotel, o store, large gorage and repalr shaop,
with quite s number of dwellmgs all supplled with city electricily.
Also an excellent sports ground.

MOOLA

I\IOOLA CONSISTEL OF ONE LARGE BLOCK of scrub land

A with no water and the seclion joining Ringing Plains and
Nungil was thick with prickly pear.

In 1898 the Governiment had two 12 foor 1racks cleared from
the Hemrah Road (o Ringing Plains. Also the Governmenl sunk
three dams o induce settlers to select land.

Blucks of 640 acres could e had, but 160 acres to 320 acres
proved most suitible. The price was 25 cents per acre with cettain
conditions applying. The portion within the Rosalie Shire was mapped
atit in 160 acre blocks but one could select four Mocks as a homestead.

The portion in the Wambo Shire was not mapped and in 1901
the whole block  was  reserved for o pgroup of Russians  from
Bessarabia. They intended to grow red roses tor pertume as they
were doing in Bessarvabia and Rumania Repeesentatives were send
ant and Lthey were satisfied the land uand price would soit. Howevet,
when lhey returned 1o Russia, the governinent would npot  allow
them to take maney or goods out of Russid.

Al that time a group of farmers [rom the Snowy River in
Viclorla made inguiries about land in Queensland and the Lands
Departiment sent them Lo Dalby.

They inspected the Moola scrub land and the portion reserved
for the Russiahs was in turn reserved for the Snowy setllers,

Before this occurred however, o man called Findilay and his
family had selected a block contaming 320 acres for each member
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of his family. Mr. Findlay was the contraclor sinking the Government
dams in Movla and the Findlay family had made a good start
(':Ieal\;g;g the scrub when the Sunowy settlers started on their blocks
in .

This was the year of the big drought and the hardships caused
by this, plus the prickly pear, was such that the position could
hardly be described. Families such as Watts, Allans, Ascrofis and
McKenzies and others will always be prominent as the ploneers
of the Moola scrub district.

In 1903 or 1304 a school was started in a room ab Mr. Findlay's
place, then called Myra. The room was built with brigalow saplings
for walls and plastered with clay. It served as a school and Miss
Findlay was the teacher. ghe is now Mrs. J, Duncan of Kaimkitlenbun.

As the seillers got some control of their land, with clearing,
fencing, plus dairy stock, they erected a hall and church.

When the then Mt Bismark Butter Factory was sturted a cream
run commenced through Moola. Later a small cheese factory was
erected by the Laidlow Bros. This fuctory became a branch of the
Bismark factuory until it was taken over by the Moula Co-op.
Dairy Association.

The Moola part of the big scrub was the easiest and quickest
portion to be cleared and eventually farmed due io comparatively
susy clearing of brigalow and belah plus the fact that most of
the settlers had a little money of their own and were ubie to
borrow from the newly formed Agricultural Bunk.

A fact worth entioning is that Mr. E. W. Watl, a son of
Mr. J. A. Watt tuok a contract to fall 100 scres of brigalow and
belah scrub. This he did in %4 days. Also 500 acres was burnb in
one piece. It burnt in about three hours and the noise it made
was Jike a great wind storm, It was in this burnt scrub soil that
Rhodes grass was first sturted and for some years was the mainstay
pf the Moolu district. ’

The Rhodes grass was started by Mr. . Gouley iromn  seeds
out of a small paper packei. These seeds he sowed in a small
pluce about three yards sguare and he collected ihe seed as soon
as it was ripe selling it at 10 cents an ounce.

M. P. HANSEN — IN CONCLUSION,

N CONCLUSION I would mention I have uoften been asked

what I know of the aborigines and this district. The fact
that therc was no water in this large area of scrub made it
impossible for the aborigines to camp here. Although lhe scrub was
full of food, I have seen no evidence of their camps. We have found
many tomahawks and the toe marks, nmade by these, on trees
showing thalt hunting was done here but when [ arrived there were
only five or six aborigines in the whote district.

Referring to the whole of the large scrub area which was once
waleriess and what then appeared useless [or any purpose, il has
been settled and develuped inte what I think is a most valuable
portion of the Durling Downs. My reason for thinking this is that
the soll is rich, free and easy to work. In bad seasons it responds
eagsily to showers and provides feed whereas similar showers would
prove useless in other types of country,

Most of this scrub land has a yellow clay sub-soil which in
dry seasons will keep the Rhodes grass and lucerne alive.

I consider this country can still be Improved by conserving
more water. Dams in every catchment, big or small. The yellow
clay will hold water well. The soll can be made to hold and absorb
more moisture by using some of the new implements now availabie,
particulariy the Ripper which will open the ground to allow water
and air inlo the soil.

I consider some parts of the big scrub country, in particular,
Moola, have been cleared too clean and tree planling in suitable
places would be an advantage.

20



CONTENTS

M. P, Hansen, Malling ... v v s o s cons
Introduction of the Ayrshires .. ...
introduction of the Tractor ... ... w v s
Malling continued ... . v s e e s s
" MBIHNG ChEBSO ... v e s arier et srne cvane sostne
MBCIBGAN . i e e e s e o
QUINAIOW e e e v e

1o Te] - I

M. P. Hansen, in canclusSion ... ... .ae s s

Page 13
Page 13
Page 13
Page 15
Page 18
Page 18

Page 19



*

2 o8 o R R B
Dalby Herald 2rint

* &k B % B B ¥

FER

S &R






Names List

A
Allan Family, 20
Ascroft Family, 20

B
Bruhn, J Mr, 4, 18

C
Cross, Dr, 17

D

Daly, Mr Snr, 4

Daly Bros, Quinalow, 3,
4

Dare, Mr T, 19

Duncan (Findlay), J Mrs,
20

F
Findlay, Mr, 20

G
Gooley, C, Mr, 20

H

Hansen, Christian, 3, 5,
6,7

MP, 1,2, 3

Mads Peter, 3

Mrs, 6

Hansen,M P, Mr & Mrs,
11

Harper, Oriel, 1, 10

Index Created June 2023

QFHS Inc.

|
Indoff Bros, 5

M

Madsen, Hans Peter, 3
Mclntyre, Donald

(of) oombungee Mr,19
McKenzie Family, 20
Mohr, M E

Miss, 8

Moore, A E Hon, 8

P
Page, Earl Sir, 17
Snowy Mtns Settlers, 19

R

Russian Settlers,
Bessaabia - Romania,
18

S
Snowy Mnts Settlers,19

w

Warran, J
SorekeeperMr,18

Watt, E W Mr, 20

J A Mr, 20

Watt Family, 20

Wockner, Fred (of)
Bender,18



Schools
Box Gully State
School, 8
Maclagan School, 7
Malling School, 6, 8

Farming
Ayrshire Herd Book
Society, 13

Bank - Agricultural, 5

Bank of NSW, 7

Birts Cold Stores
Brisbane, 17

Bismark Butter Factory,
6

Brisbane Exhibition, 12,
19

Cattle Sales

Quinalow, 7, 8, 19

Cheese

Cheddar, 12

Gruyere, 15

Italian Roman, 15

Malling Red, 16

Swiss, 15

Dairy Produce Board, 17

Daly Bros

Dairy & Cheese making,
18

Quinalow Creek Saw
Mill

& Cheese Factory, 19

Quinalow Hotel, 19

Equalisation Committee,
17

International Harvester
Company

Mogil Tractor, 13

Irrigation Department,
14

Kraft Food Pty. Ltd

Quinalow, 19

Laidlow Bros

Bismark factory, 20

Moola District

Co-Op Dairy
Association, 20

Mt Bismark Butter
Factory, 7, 20

Prickly Pear, 5, 7, 8, 13,
19

Queensland Agent
General

London, 3

Queensland Cheese
Board, 12

Queensland Cheese
Manufacturers
Association Plant, 12

Rhodes Grass, 8

Ridd Milking Plant, 7, 8,
12, 13, 14

Samuel Allan & Sons

Shopkeepers Cairns, 15

Stock

Ayrshire Cattle, 13

Winchcombe Carson, 7

World War 1, 8

World War 2, 14

Places

Box Gully, 13

Brymaroo District, 18

Cairns, 15

Clifton, 5

Dalby, 14

Denmark, 3, 5

Emigration Depot, 3

Freemount, 4

Hemrah Dam, 7

Irvingdale, 5

Jondaryan, 4, 9, 18

Kaimkillenbun, 6, 20

Lewis on Moola Creek,
18

Maclagan, 18



Maclagan Butter
Factory, 8

Malling, 13

Malling Cheese Factory,
4,12

Malling District, 5, 9

Malling Homestead, 13

Moola Creek, 5, 14

Moola District

Hemrah Road, 19

Nungil, 19

Ringing Plains, 19

Oakey, 6, 7, 8
Peranga, 16, 18
Pittsworth, 3, 4
Quinalow, 5, 18
Quinalow Saw Mill, 4, 6
Rockhampton, 15
Rosalie Shire, 17
Moola District, 19, 20
Rosalie Station, 18
Toowoomba, 3, 4
Wambo Shire, 17, 19
Wonga Plains, 13



	Header
	Front Cover
	Portrait M P Hansen
	Memories
	Quinalow, Maclagan, Moola, Malling
	Portrait Mrs & Mrs M P Hansen
	Introduction of Ayrshires, Tractors ; Malling continued
	Malling cheese
	Maclagan
	Quinalow
	Moola
	Mr P Hansen - In Conclusion
	Contents
	Publisher
	Names List
	Schools, Faming and Places List

