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My partner Deborah Joy Johnson was my inspiration for this book. She was keen to know about her
ancestors and when we foundetter from Aunty Rita (one of the original Daintree 10 and a twin)

GK2 YSY(moBSSKI®PS LNARAGKY 9y3IftAakK: {O020GAaKX 5FyS
who were these Johnsons and how did they end up in Australia?

After a lot ofresearch mairyl through Ancesy.com and Trove the pieces of the jigsaw started to

come together. Ambrose Johnson and his family made their way from Denmark via the USA to land

on the shores of Hobson Bay (Melbourne) in 1855. Ambrose was a mining surveyor and speht a go

deal of time in Daylesford before moving north to try farming. His son Fritz Borregard took up land

I NBdzy R adzNBAffdzyol Kdé CNRGT Qa &2y . dzNI2y . 2NNBII N
trekked to the Daintree with his wifi®lerion and children. Here he became a successful dairy farmer

and his children formed the Daintree 10 in this book.

We became so excited by our research that we travelled across the country from Perth to Brisbane
and visited the many places Fritz and Burton lived in. hagéespent three glorious days in
Daylesford, Victoria travelling to the places Ambrose frequented. What inspiratiomalkjpst

Along the way we met several people who went out of their way to make us welcome and help us

with our research. We thankthe OiQa | A2 i 2NAROIFf {20ASGeT 5Fe&ftSaftz2N
Primary School and the following individuals Heather Mutifnem the Daylesford Historical

Societg . dzNIi W2 Ky azy F2NJ AAQAYy3I dza Fff KA& @ 0 KSNRA
her information and stories.

I have tried to cross reference all material and attempted to acknowledge where work has been
used from other sources.

The book has been a labour of love for the Johnson clan and | hope they learn as much as we have
about their Johnson ancestors and cherish the moments as they read about the lives of these
remarkable relations.

Anthony W. Buirchell

Heather Mutimer from the Daylesford Historical Society
assists Deborah Johnson with researching old newspaj
Photo byA. W. Buirchell
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Chapter 2 Fritz Borregard Johnson: Farmer 1858 — 1941
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Ambrose, Fritz and Burton travelled exte
Victoria, NSW and Queensland. Ambrose lande
Melbourne, went to Daylesford, Warregah River,
Grafton, Sunny Corner and Bathuasta mining
surveyor.Fritz farmed around Murwillumbaht
Dunbible.Burton born in Lithgow, laboured around
Tyalgum, trekked to Daintree with his wifiélerion and
children Burton farmed in at least 10 different location
in Queensland, then semdtired to Brisbane, Tweed
Heads and finally Nambour.
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Chapter 1

Ambrose Johnson the
Courtesy Daylesford Historical Society.

Ambrose Johnson: Mining Surveyor
1820 - 1895



Ambrose Johnson - Pedigree

Annies Jensen ——— Bertha Unknown Larsen T Unknown

Ambrose Johnson Margherita Charlotta Blancheflora Larsen

Bertha Fritzena Baby Girl Baby Girl Fritz Borregard Ambrose (Jun.)

mbrose was born in Haarlem, Netherlands in the Kingdom of Denmark in 1820. His
father was Annies and his mother Bertha. Little is known of his paaéthtaugh it does
say in Ambroseb6s Death Certificate that hi s

mbrose was well educated in Hollaadd was fluent in English, Danish and German
He also has a beautiful copperplate writing style as seen in the Memorial for
Naturdisation that he wrote (see overffrom about 1838 he gained qualifications as a Mining
Surveyorl Engi neer i n .tHerdeaandmsarriedévargheritaton tiieMareh, 1847 in
Haarlem Holland.

Margherita Charlotta Blancheflora Larsghe spellings &ry in the documents encountered and the

surname Garson appeav&gs bornim Denmark in 1823She had 5 children but tveled possibly at

birth. The three surviving children weBerthal8481 1921,Fritz Borregard 1858 1941and

Ambrose (Junior) 18601869. When t he ot her two females were bc
We do know of their existence as it was stated o

Ambrose wasomevhat of a restless man and went seekiisgfortune here and there. In 1859
Ambrosewaseageito become a natalised Australian and petitiondide Governoof Victoriaand it
is in this document we find out what he and the family were doing from 1851 to(S&&$ollowing
pages for Certificate)

Four ofhis fellow miners, for he had mmigrated to Australia to seek his fortune on the Jim Crow
Diggings near Hepburn in Victoria, wurged him to
Di nkum Aewratd theddbcumenthimselfin the way of the time anldld it withessedt must

hawe had tle desired effect becaude Governor of Victoria granted the citizenship. Furthermore,
Ambrosesoon took ormore important rokein the new colony.
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He begarwork for the state of Victoria as a Mining SurveyorAugust1858and this would have
added weight to his Naturalisation application.

His family would have automatically been considered as part of the Naturalisation request and no
doubt Margherita may have let out a long sigh knowing that they would not only own thad an
house but she and her familypuld be staying in one spot ftite foreseeablfuture.

Ambrose was a restless man who wanted to strike it rich somewhere. In 1851 he packed his wife and
daughter upn Hollandand set sail across the AtlanBceanheade for the goldfields of Georgia in
the USA. Here he got a jas a mining surveyor and fdryears stuck it out.

In February 1855 he packethe familyup again and headed for New York. This was to be his
embarkation point as he had obviously heard oMiborian gold rushes and the richness of these
fields.

Still in February but many days later he brought tickets on the American ship the TARTAR. He was
bound for the Port of Melbourne, Victoria, Australia. More specifically he was out to fossick for the
rich gold on the Jim Crow Diggings in the district of Hepburn. The family arrivééeibourne

sometime inlune/July 1855.

Even though he was a fully qualified and experienced mining soirbeychose to be a miner. How
successful he was we will never kmoNe do know that he was ambitious and had the personality to
get people to believe in him. Each of the witnesses to the Naturalisation Request indicated they had
known himfor three years and readily certified he was of good character. The requesdt i3"at
February 1859.

Family life would have been interesting for Margherita and Bertha out in Austrétially they
would have lived on the mining claim in a rough wooden leat ¥oould have been a far cry from
what they would have been usedrtdheir previous locationgfter the appointmendf Ambroseas a
mining surveyothe Johnsasmoved to a propgrand a house on ShephgiBlat just a few miles
from Hepburn.

Shepher dsHepbimh vehérérizaradAmbrose
(Jun)were bornPhoto by D. J. Johnson

PR 7}‘{ : \
The Racecourse area in Hepburn where Ambrose first we
after arriving in Australia. Photo by D. J. Johnson
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In the meantime Margherita became pregnant some time in $88had already h&krthaFritzena
bornin 1848 andost twoothergirls stillborn.

A son Fritz Borregarde) was borrin 1858atS h e p h e r. Thé BorrrEdaréetappearso come

from a district or town in Haarlem Holland, where Ambrose grew up. The Birth Certificate is a

compl ete mess and shows t hisnotutndargoodby thersgstrtidsss v er si
possible that Margherita was dealing with thigisgration at the timelhe surname is given as

JENSENand mother as Fluer, BlanchHeossibly a language problem that caused the Registrar to spell

as phonetically as possibl€he Fritz Borregar@)ch r i sti an names are as used
life. There is o consistency in the spellingth the final e sometimes on, efit not.

In 1859 Margherita again fgiiregnantand she had Ambrose (Junidrde came into the erld on 3%
May 1860 a Flat Slargheritaevas@dygars old.

Ambrose was by now in full swing as a mining surveyor for the District of Hepburn. He travelled

from Shepherdds Flat into Hepburn then visited &
probably did this by horse as the terrain was steep a@hg being full of holes and overburden.

There was also a lot of sluice mining occurring especially by the chinese and so water would have

flowed in all directions. As the years past the mines became deeper and companies were formed to

mine using machinery.

Our first news of Ambrose Johnson being involved in the civic life of the Victoria was found in an

article in the Daylesford Express newspaper titled Janudry 111 8 @p#&ning ¢f Breakneck Hill

Bridged. The road from Shep mgshatlasotoffolsarssingroveoa cidek.p b ur n
Either side was flanked by higsteep banks and the road formedsabend. There was many an

accident over this crossing so to improve conditions the Yandoit and Franklan@®ardd had a

bridge designed by Ambrose Johnson built over the crossing.

fiOn January 9 1861 the Foundation stone was laidFpgincis Doveton. Those present from the

Yandoit and Frankland Road Boardslied Ambrose Johnson, Survey@ijlliam George Hart,

Secretaryand William Galt, Contractor. Mr Doveton was presented with a silver trowel and he used

this to é fispread the mortar with it beneath the
of Mr Galt, lowered to its bed with musical honors. Mr Doveton then applied the mallet, square and

plumb, and subsequently declared the stone to be well and truly laid. To consummate the good work,

oil and wine was poured upon the stone, and corn scatteredtup®remblems of peace, joy and

pl enty. o
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Ambrose Johnson owned land on both sides of Hill Street where it intersected with Cam
Street. His name can be seen written across the holdings.
Courtesy Daylesford Historical Society

Other evidence showed he was keen to buy land and become involved in local business. He bought a
guartz crusher located between Italian Hill and Daylesford. As money came in from his job he
purchased land i@amp Street on both corners of Hill Street. His name is written over these blocks in
early maps of theotvnship of Daylesford. Here Hmiilt a large brick residence with stablemsd a

A

servantsd outbuilding.

As the mining surveyor he was requiredrtakemonthly reports on the mines, the miners and the
activities taking placeHis monthly reports were published in the local newspaper along with the
reports of all the other mining surveyors. A few samplidisgive the idea of his work.

The Argus Monday 11February 1861Mining Survey or s 6 Reports for February

iHepbur n-(A Johnsangurwayor). Population Alluvial miners,2640; quartz do., 490. The
number of the mining population has not undergone anyl&istiange during the month pasfew
rushes in the vicinity of gold workind®eing all that has taken place. No increase has taken place in
steam power, but a number of claims are being prospected, and in several instances parties are in
treaty for engines. Mining matters throughout the division have, during the month, beerbsiowly
steadily progressing, and it is doubtful if any goldfield offers greater inducement to e fiiere

has beemarked change in that branch of industry. Yandoit has not been quite agfivedyal.

There has been a small rush to Butterfly Gudey.

Ambrose was a man who liked to move things along and was searching ways to improve how systems
operated. The mining reports were written up and sent to the Mining Minister at the eng/of ever

month. The Minister would pase these and then send them on to local newspapers. Ambrose was of
the opinion that the double handling was unnecessary and costly. In attempting to change this set up
he sent his January 1862 rep@ge belowjo the Daylesford Express on th&Bebruay as well as

his usual mailing to the government. The paper was in praiselohsmove but the government was

not so complementaryhe report in question is below:
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The Argus Friday 28 March 1862 (from Trove)

fiMiningSune y or s 6 Re p or t2sHepgbwnDivisloa WAL dohngon, s@v@yorMining
populationi Europeans 1890; Chinese 850. Of these there are 2500 alluvial miners and 240 quartz
miners. Steam engirfer alluvial mining 3 of 34 horse power, for quartz mining 14 of 174 horse
power. Number of distinct auriferous quartz reefs 69. 1585 tons 10 cwt of quartz yielded 949 ozs 2
dwt, 4 gr of gold. In both descriptions of mining matters have been rather brisk, and the amount of
goldprodiced very satisfactory. o

The English Oak plantéy Ambrose Johnsan
1862 to commemorate thevedding of Prince of
Wales and Danish Princess Alexandria.
Photo by D. J. Johnson

Ambrose was always seeking ways to show ieifh background and how proud he was of

Denmark. One such occasion occurred in May 1863 when he organised and led a procession to
celebrate Princess Al exandra of PdeeMilmahek 6s mar r i a
Municipal Chairman and Ambrose marched along the streets of Daylesford carrying an @aklree

Ambrose carried his for his beloved Princess and Rétler for the Prince of Wales. His wife,

Margherita and the three children, Bertha, Fritz and vasd (Junior) would also have been involved.

They planted the oaks in what was to become the Wombat Hill Botanical Gardens

After the parade and planting bonfire was lit of 1000 tons of wood and was consigéngthe
proud people of Daylesfortb bethe biggest bonfire in Victoria to celebrate the Royal Marriage of
the futureKing Edward 7. To top the celebration a barbecue was held for all who had joined in.

One of the oaks remain among the huge collection of trees that eventuatilantasl undeCurator
Gascoine. A photograptf the existing oalis above

Ambrose had a good Samaritan side tach&acter and this is borne out alongwegy. The first
glimpse ofwe getoccurredon 26 Jue 1862 when it warecorded imhe Argus (Mdbourne, Vic:
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18481 1957) Thursday 28 January1862that heoffered a donation to a widow whoseshand had
perished when the iflated Royal Charter ran aground in the Irish Sea. The ship had been bound for
Liverpool from Melbourne when foul weather suddenly fglon it and there was little the captain or
crew could do. Many lives were lost.

fiMrs. Hughes and the wreck of the Royal Charter, to the editor of the Bigu&ccept,as below,
our humble contributionis aid of thewidow of the Rev. S. R Hugh&é&sA mbr os e £1dl®d ns on
€ .0

Ambrose was considered not only the mining suovéyr the Victorian Governmerdut clearly
worked for the 8ire of Hepburn as well. So he had tjgbs, onea colonialgovernment appointment
the other fotocal government

In The Argus newspaper on Wednesday 19 Novendl8&2 his name is found in an advertisement
for tenders to supply slate:

fi @&nlyon Slate Quarry CompariyTo Slate Quarrymen, Splitters &cTenders are invited for
raisingandsplitting slatesat per thousandnd slabs &at per superficial foot. Tenders be
addressed to A. JohnsonEsg mi ni ng surveyor, Daylesford é.20

Further evidence that Ambrose was baiining and shire surveyor carireThe Star (Ballarat,
Victoria 1855/ 1864) Wednesday 13 Juli/864 where tenders we called by the Yandoit and
Franklin Road District to build a bridge:

fi €ndersare invited for the construction of a Bridge and approactiesthe Deep Creek, below
Kelle $Hotelnear Blanket Flat. Plans and specifications can be inspatcthd office of the
surveyor , Ambrose Johnson, Esq, Camp Street, Day

Disputes andanflicts came and wentduringAmr osedés wor k on the Hepburn
overcome and people moved. One such dispute howeveit ke lasting bitterness bgeen former

friends. At the Council Meeting of2December, 186Peter Mille, who was a Councillgbecame

agitated.

This conflict betweelmbrose and Peter Milldrad festered after a dispute as to the alignment of
BleakleyStreetin Daylesford Ambros wanted it to go across the causewBWombat Flat (now
Daylesford Lake)curve up and join Camp Street. This would have given him easy access to his
resicence in Camp Street. Peter Millas owner of a shop in Vincent Stregmanded the extension
curve into Vincent Street. From current maps it would seem likely Réitier won the fight but the
underlying animosity continued to simmét.the council meeting the interjections and verbal
slanging match arose from a letter that Ambrose wrote to Caldemyling that he had written a
Report regarding the Courthouse site.

Ambroseis quoted irDaylesford Express, ¥2une, 1862 Council Meeting“December:il beg t o
acknowledge the receipt of your instructions this morning, relating to a copy of some report to the
Government, recommending site for courthouse. In reply, | own that | have not the remotest idea of
ever furnishing any such report and | thereftsust that the Committee will excuse me for requesting

you to assist my memory and inform me to what particular report allusion is made or on what
occasion it was furnished. 0
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Looking along Bleakley Street across the L4
Daylesford causeway. Photo byJ .Johnson

CouncillorPeterMile became hostile saying that he fAédepl o
written. Was this the way in which their officer
Ambrose vacated his seat at that pdite wanted Ambrose to answer some questions but the

surveyor was not forthcoming. In total frustratidiller asked that the surveyor be dismissed. There

was further discussion with Councill;diré lhamei son

comple e reply and as good a answer as could be wri
insulting in the letter even thougiller insisted there was.

Ambrose continued to refuse to amswjuestions so in the end Millsought a motion to dismiss

Ambrosef or t he fAgross insults he offered to the cou
order butMiller put his motion again and it was seconded and carried. Ambrose was out of his job as

the Council Surveyor. A week later the Daylesford Express regyesrarried an advertisement for a

vacancy for the position. A week after that letters were written to the same paper demanding a public
meeting about the dismissal and the council acti@vidence points to Ambrose returning to his job.

Peter Miller(left) and Ambrose Johnson
clashed many times. Courtesy of Daylesfor
Historical Society.
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Ambrose was a man of the people as shown in The Aastridiews for Home Readers (Vi864-
1867)Monday 25 July 1864 11 when he was quick tofef his help and expertise imMiBreadful
Mining Accident Two Men Blocked by a Fall of Earth.

fiOne of themost painful mining accidents we have had occasion for a long time past to record,
occurred on the 29th ult., about nine o'clock a.m., in the workings of the New Wombat Hill

Company's numbeane shaft. While seven men were engaged, in one capacity begrmbcking

back from a point not far from the Haphazard Company's boundary, an immense mass of earth, fell
down, not it would seem without a brief, previous warning, as one of thé nisaac Alliso® said,
addressing another, 'Harry I'm off, it willm@ down.' Allison instantly moved back, but was not a

foot beyond the reach of danger, when the earth fell down, as he was struck in the leg by some of it in
its descent. In the particular part of the workings where the accident occurred, there wdmneenly t

men employed, and their names were Isaac Allison, Henry Couch and William Leyshon. Of these the
first escaped, as we have already stated, but the other two, thinking there would be sufficient time to
save their clothes, ran back for them, and whtlenapting to do so the earth fell in, whether upon

them or outside of them it is impossible to say. Immediately on the occurrence becoming known at
top, the most energetic efforts for recovering the two men were commenced. The mining manager
was, below in M.2 shaft when the occurrence took place; but upon hearing of it he hurried back to
No.1 shaft, taking with him every man employed at the former. It was found, however, that no more
than six men could work at the same time in clearing out the fallen battlin order that the work

might be prosecuted in the most vigorous manner, twelve men have been kept below, one half of them
relieving the other half every thirty minutes. It would be impossible to estimate correctly what length
of stuff must be removet reach, the position of the men blocked in; but it is considered likely that

the distance is about forty foot, and if that be so, it may be expected that it will be cleared away some
time to-day. Should the unhappy men have escaped death from thidaitin, sufficient air must

gain admission to them above the fallen stuff, but there is danger that if all the fallen earth cannot be
got out some time tday, the water may rise above them. It is needless to say that the manager
superintends the operati®with the closest attention, and the most painful interest in the result, or to
add that the men are working with their utmost energy. Dr. M'Intyre, as the medical officer to the

relief fund, was promptly in attendance, lest his services might be régthiie accident, following so

soon after the happy social gathering of the workmen of the claim, renders it more melancholy in their
contemplation; and the recollection that they rejoiced on that occasion that no serious accident had
previously happened tanyone in the employment of the company, forces upon them the painful
reflection that persons engaged in their dangerous avocation cannot calculate upon always escaping
danger even though the best precautions against it be taken. It is to be hopeduthbappy med

whose state of suspense, if\duing, must be truly terrible will soon be rescued. MAmbrose

Johnson, the mining surveyor, descended the shaft during the afternoon, with a view of rendering any
professional assistance in his pogver

fiThe hope entertained that the two men blocked in by fallen earth, in the drive of the Wombat Hill
Company, would be safely recovered, has been most happily realised, From the time of the
occurrence, at about hadhst nine o'clock on Wednesday morning thié afternoon of Thursday,

most persons had heard that the men had lost their lives ; but signals they made within were then
heard by the workmen outside, and it was known that one at least survived but whether injured or not
remained to be discoveredhd intimation, slight as it was, encouraged the willing miners at their
laborious work, and the drive would have thenceforward gone in faster than previously, if that had
been possible. At five minutes past onestgielay, the miners of the watch to whitie entombed

men belonged had the inexpressible satisfaction of breaking through to them and of thereby relieving
them from the hwible state of suspense in which they must have been. They were found to be unhurt,
with the exception of a few scratchesgdhey could have walked unassisted to the shaft. They were
speedily brought up, and, upon appearing orbtaee, Harry Couch seemed todsarcely at all the

worse for his confinement for 53 hours, in a close dark chamber, without food, and but laghtly c

but his mate in misfortune, William Leysdon, appeared to be a little more affected, but that may have
been occasioned by the presence of some relations of his, who had come from a distance to await the
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result of the accident. Bitwo men were at ondaken by MrR. M. Smyth, the manager, to
Jamieson's Hotel, and there all that was necessary was done for them, under the directions of Dr.
M'Intyre. Almost the first question asked by them was, "Is Isaac Allison safe?" They were tineder
impression thiahe had been crushed to death under the fall of earth. As they were running out after
getting their coats, the earth commenced to fall in pieces about them, and one large block that fell
interrupted their passage, and obliged them to precipitately rkndnaet in doing so they dropped

their coat

Ambrose was a stickler for carrying out his jobs to the letter. He came into conflict on many occasions

and one such was a dispute with the miners of the Havelock Quartz Mining Company. Sam Pitt and

James Bailla in a team of four worked the north end of the Crown R8&dnbridge Street,
Daylesford.As noted in 100 Yearsof Dayls f or d Gol d Mi ning History; ATl
Mining SurveyorJohnson in 1864, alleging they lost some ground by hislapft hei r base | i n
was subsequently found after measurements by other surveyors that Ambrose was correct in his
measurements.

He also had great difficyltin communicating with the hundredsltdlians who frequented the many
mining sites. He found th&wiss and Italians who worked the Italian Hill area particularly frustrating.
Even though he was fluent in Danish, English and German he could not get his tongue around Swiss
nor Italian.

During 1864 a major controvarerupts regarding damngrthe ColibarRiver near Daylesford. A

Mr. Wardle was the first to come up with the idea and presented a plan to the Minister for Mines a

Mr. Sullivan. He had the backing of some capitalists and was adamant that the scheme would cost the
Victorian Government nothing.fAt er s ome mont hs of consideration
decision. A new player by the name of.Meilly submitted a plan that he claimed would be bigger

and better although he was asking the government to fund it.

On 9 November 1864 a long and frected meeting was held between the protagonists and the
minister. Ambrose Johnson as shire surveyor was present as were several others including the MLA
for Creswick a Mr. Fraser. At some stage in the proceeding Mr Fraser tendered the plans prepared to
back Mr Wardle ...uihich were accompanied by an elaborate report drawn up bérivhbrose
Johnson, the di sFerdinand Kraose a ¢ivii gngireer geblegisbwaalso

working with Ambrose orthis water scheme. Ferdinand went on to bigegiamous around the

Victorian goldfields in his professions.

The Castlemaine Mining Board held regular meetings to deal with issues of mining and their
surveyors. On December 15, 1864 the Daylesford Express reported on one such meeting. One of the
issues they looked at was a complaint from miners that Ambrose Johnson, mining surveyor, charged
£2 per miner for giving evidence. The going rate at the time was apparently 5s. A petition from 350
miners also requested the Board to stop the practice of chéngisgexcessive fees.

Ambrosebs surveying skills were used in the prop
Daylesford.The entire meetingetween the two councilgasreported in the Kyneto®bserver

February 28,1865 A deput ati on from the Daylesford borouc
Malmsbury council on Friday 24at the Duke of Kent Hotel, Malmsbury to discuss a railway

between the two boroughs. The Daylesford council was represented @®eMge PattersafMayor)

andMr. PeterMiller with Ambrose Johnsosurveyor and MrW. G. Har t , town cler k. ¢
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William George Hart wasolved in the Hepburn
Councilas town clerland worked with Ambrose
Johnson on many important projects. Courtesy
Daylesford HistoricaBociety.

The two councils discussed the matter at length and agreed that a line would be feasible and was also
necessary. At thispoili MIAmbr ose Johnson égave a brief explar
said to save purchasing land, his suggestion would be to carry a line along tmeaddor seven or

eight miles, then through Crown lands to the Loddon (river) which he proposedsmanrtie old

crossing, about a quarter of a mile below the new bridge. The road he said was three chains wide

more than could ever be required for traffiand even less than one chain would be sufficient for a

single line of rails. He calculated thaetline would be constructed at from ten thousand to twelve

t housand p o uThalsungisevere impréssed by the report and costing and unanimously

carried the motion for the construction to take place.

Daylesford was a town in the flux of a migiboom with new arrivals daily. The lawlessness was
evident in all areas and of men from all walks of Ifmbroseappears to lead a life dedicated to his
work and in clear line with the laws, rules and regulations of the times.

fiCharge of ConspiracptDefraud was the headline in tHehe Argus (Melbourne, Vic: 18481957)
Wednesday 17January 1866The fraud casenentioned above did not involve Ambrose directly. He
wascalled as avitness because he haderheard a conversation that men had coeddiris also
interesting to notéhat in his evidence (see beloMnbrose showed his fierce patriotism for his
native land of Denmark.

Five men were charged with conspiracy to defraud by continuing a belief that the gold mine they
owned was a rich andable one when in fact it had almost played out and they were basically
insolvent. The men were: James Wheeler MLZalmonah Carlisle manager of the Daylesford

Union Bank, Matthew Glenton, Edward Jowelr Foot and George Burniston. The charge adlrea

out in court and publishdddictedthat they meant tofié cheat and defraud certain subjects of Her
Majesty the Queen, who might purchase shiarascertain gold mining company called the Cornish
and York Quartz mining Company (Limited), by falsely draidulently pretending and giving out

that the profits obtained by the said company by means of their mining operations were sufficient to
yield and pay large profits and dividends to the shareholders therein and thereby inducing such
persons to pay larggims of money for such shares to said company as they might be induced by
means of such fraudulent pretences to purchase. 0
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The charge was laid hyidow Ferguson whose husband had been duped into paying $200 per share

and due to the stress and worry oiding them worthless had had a heart attack and died.

The case took two days and at one point Ambrose Johnson was called as a witness. He explained that

he was the local mining surveyor and that he had heard Mr Buristba Mr Foott discussing the

buying and selling of shares. His testimag/reported iThe Argus (Melbourne, Vic: 18481957)

Wednesday 17January 1866eads:

il know Burrniston, one of the members of the C¢
presence he stated somethingaference to the Cornish and York Company. Mr Foott and Mr

Burniston spoke about the Cornish and York Company, they said something about calls and dividends
being made at the same time and Burniston said that either Mr Carlisle or Mr Wheeler said that woul
6crack the shares up in the marketo6é and that eit
of my belief he made use of sosigch expression as thate stated in my hearing that either Mr

Carlisle or Mr Wheeler said that.

Hewascrossexai ned over the expression and taken to ta
am a Dane. This conversation took place sometime in November last. [piay@dry little attention

to what Burniston and Foott said to each other. To the best of my belief Burniston made use of the

remark, but | do not know whether it was said in reply to Mr Foott. He said it was either Wheeler or

Carlisle made the suggestion faeking the calls and dividends. | had no interest in the conversation.

I had heard that Foott had complained of his pur

The end result of the trial to commit was a tied judgement so the case wasdisrivheeler MLA
tried to get sympathy from thsordid affairby buyingb ac k wi dow FeWhpelsoapd s s har
up in several more situations involving Ambrose

TheDaylesford Courthouse looking
along Albert Street.
Photo by D.J.Johnson

Ambrose had made his intention clear back in 1859 when he was Naturalised. He wanted to stay in
Australia, buy land, build a house aratny out useful civic workHis goodintentions saw him travel
150km (90 mile) north of Daylesford to the Sandhurst region to put his name forward for a selection
of land.

It is interesting to note that he was already accumulating a tidy number of properties. At Daylesford
he had purchasedte land on Camp Street consisting of several acres. He also had bought a block on
the corner of Granville and Grant Streets. The latter was in partnership with PeterTwith more

blocks werenoted in the Victoria Government Gazette, May 23, 1862 iag beYandoit and these
consisted of @ and 3lacres respectfully.
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Modern day Daylesforftom the Courthouse along Albert Street. Photo by D. J. Johnson

Up to this time there had been many faimiéand ballots throughout Viagia. They wee all well
attended with an asrtmentof bidders from squatters, miners, farmers, tefotk i good people and
bad. Manyof them created their own illegal activity especially the use of duninpesple who bid

for others then gave the land back to their backer for a small fee. This came about because you could

only register for one draw and gdsefarmers wanted more théme meagre amourlikely to be from
one draw

The Sandgate selections saw similar shenanigans.

Ambrose seemed to be a bdide bidder and drew allotment 114 at Carraggar{@ggag Caragp4
acres 2 roods 19pereband he paid $4. 15for this land

He had established himself in a new colony far away frantaimd of origin. He had travell half the
World over. He had developed a fine reputation. At this stage of his lifeagitbady job, a loyal

wife, threegrowing children and a house in Daylesfére must have been feeling pretty content. Left
field had been long out of his vision but maybe he should have glancedhthatery so often
because his orld was about to tumble down.

In August 1866 the Minister for Lands disallowed some of the Samdgéections under the belief
that they acted as agents (dummies). Ambrose found himself with a letter of disallowance. He
immediately organised and sent an affidavit to the Land Department attesting to his bona fides in
making the selection.

In the meanwhile the Daylesford Express attempiezktract revenge over the earlier issue of
Ambrose favourig the Mercury newspaper with higining reports. In their editorial they lamblast
Ambroseregarding favouritism and called his integrity into qisestThey brought up the issue of
Ambrose acting as a dummy in the land selections.

Not to be out donAdmbrose began legal proceedings against the Daylesford Exgmésgas suing
the paper for $1000 as reportedrime Argus (Melbourneyic: 1848- 1957)Monday 9 April 1866
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fiThe Daylesford Expresslbeing sued by Mr. Ambrose Johnson, surveyor. The case has arisen out of
comments on Mr. Johnson's conduct in connejgaj with the applications under the 42nd clause of
the Amending Land Act, damages asefl at £1,00@

Someone or somebodies appeared intent on creating a lot of problems for Ambrose. The Daylesford
Express editorial was just the beginning. Howeveradvertisement infle ArgusWednesdayo,
Septemberl866shows Ambrose iaot happy and iserious about movingway from the area and

thus away from future inuenddmbrose puts his property in Daylesford up for auction.

filmportant Salef Valuable Freehold Property, DaylesfoAt, Auction.

Wm. Geo. Harhas received positiiastructions from Mr Ambrose Johnson, whe ieawng this
district, tosubmit to public competitioon Wednesday next, 208eptember] 866

Thewhole of his valuable propersjtuated inCamp and Hill streets.
Full particulars can be had on applicatiordohn C. M'Casland. Esq., land agent, Collingé&.0
As we see | ater he either didnodt sell or withdr e

His efforts to escape the daily grind of Daylesford would conmatmht Small things that are dealt
with in the most efficientvay, through the correct channels and according to the legal requirements
can still create angst in the minds of others. Slowly these become accumulativengrersimeal.

This is what appears to happen in the case of Ambrose.

We have already seen h@asy it was for the Minister of Mines to sanction Ambrose because he sent

his mining reports directly to the local Daylesford newspa@ns1 1" July 1866the newspapeit®ok

Ambrose to taskegarding favouritism to one over the other gettinces reénders, mimg reports

etc all of which wereequired to be advertised by la®he Geelong Advertiser explained the outcome

of this: AThe al | Josonhwase that e datl taken apeantags df hisposition as
contract surveyor under the™2lause of the Land Act to favour a certain local newspaper (the
Mercury) in advertising the 6noticesbd required
was a daily whereas the Express wasvekly so clearly the Mercury would getbances at the

notices as they were issued but the Express only three.

Other things began to fester culminating in the Minister for Mines sending in the police to confiscate

all of Ambroseb6s documents. Thi s viing8uwvaybrifoy t er mi
the Hepburn District, a job he had worked so hard for and carried out with the utmost skill for the past

8 years.

Another festering situation that had seen Ambrose and the Victorian Government at loggerheads
concerned the sale of landand around Bylesford. Since Noveler 1866 the Minister of Lands
(Honourable MrGrant) had thrown open every piece of vacant land that came to his notice. However,
according to the Land Act any land that is found to be auriferous (gold bearing) casofut.be

Mining surveyors were by law to determine whether land was auriferous and then to protect it from
sales.

This conflicted with what the rich, farmers and government officials wanted. They were determined to
buy up the land for their agricultural alaisure pursuits and no doubt as speculatidhs.
Government wanted the sabesbolster the government coffers.

Reporter for the Ballarat Star 27 Febrydry8 6 7 wr ot e i n hindsight: Al t he
so still) that, in order to replenishe public coffers, the Hon. Mr Grant was not at all particular as to
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what amount of land he threw into the market or under what circumstances, so long only as the cash
flowed freely in. In the course of a year or so we may expect to see the whole refahieagidon

Basin, with its deegaid continuations, safely and snuggly the property of a few ministerialists, who
have first, by being allowed to drive several coaches and numerous teams of horses through the 42nd
Section of the Land Act, obtained possas®f the same, under the preternd settling down to
agricultural pursuits.o

Ambrose as the mining survey was intent on upholding the law as it was wigteleterminedly
stuck to the letter of the law in declaring leangiferous

Again we read irthe Ballarat Star 27F e b r u a r £ommandéc&ncy, Hbowever, generally

prompted the withdrawal of land from sale, wherever the Mining Board or other public bodies asked
for withdrawal, on clear evidence sdich land being auriferous. The Castlemaineifdj Board, as

directly representing the miners, have ever been vigilantlye@totkout to prevent auierous land

from being sold; and no member of that board, we are glad to say, ever allowed more praiseworthy
activity, in this, as indeed in all otheaspects than did our own two mbers, Mr L. D. Holmes and

the late lamented MBraddon. To ome to Mt Johnsorhis first colision with the "department” was
occasioned in this wis€ertan land at Daylesford was ad¥ised for sale by the CrowinMr.

Johnson reportei the Mining Board that it was auriferous, and the Mining Board obtained the
withdrawal of the land from sale. Time passed on. Again was the same land advertised for sale, again
Mr. Johnson reported to the board, andratfze board gothte land witldrawn. For a thid time these
processes werepeated, with a li& result; the Mining Board, haver, on the last occasion, proving

to the Government that not only was the grounifenous, but that MrSpenceéhad held the same by

virtue of mineiGs rights, had spent some fifteen hundred pounds on it, and was even then engaged
driving a tunnel through it, having already completed work to the extent of eight hundred feet. With

an ordinarily honest government, this would have been the end affélire so far a offering the land

for sale was caterned, but with such an extoadinarily honest and conscientious Government as
M'Culloch's, this was not so. That whildoked very much like a delibate fraud was resorted to.

The description of thiand was varied, and it was advertised and finally sold at Majorca! The
unpleasantihonestandout spoken mining survey@dmbrose Johnsonjogether with the Mining

Board, afterwards found out that they had been blindfolded and duped, and the mininghd¢gmm
defrauded; but the land was sold, and so there was nothing useful to be done in that instance. They of
course, felt disgusted at the impudent trickery, and determined to keep as watchful an eye as possible
on future land sales. The task, it must befessed, was a most difficult cae difficult as watching a

liar, who, as is well known, is a famore dangerous and difficult dosner than a mere thief.

Shortly afterwards another case occurs, @ampbell, an unco' canny chief from the north o' the
Tweed, was very anxious get his "blither Scots" intlinistry, to give him the chance of adding to
his already fair propdions of land, and his wish was far complied with, that certain undoubted
auriferous land, adjacent to fws/n 640acre block, wa advertised for sale on tlereeparate
occasions, and on each occasion was withdrawn, uponpibet of the mining surveyor, Mdohnsa,

to the Mining Board, that thground was auriferous, and the sequent protest of that body. It will
scarcely beredited, excepting by those wiknow the Ministry, but it is a fact that again was the land
offered for sale. Té Mining Board scarcely liking to believe in such another glaring breach of faith,
wrote to their surveyor, Mdomson, asking him if it was tteame land (thrice offered, and thrice
withdrawn), and if so, for him again to report on thafatous nature ofhe same. But by this time

the Government, gnashing thegeth in fury at the honestdependence of a Government employee,
had initiated arinstalment of their since notoriodgagging” Civil Service regulations; and Mr
Johnson, in reply to ¢hboard, said the land was ideat with that thrice withdrawn, but that heust

not give information to t board asatthe nature of the ground, las hadreceved a circular, of

which the following is a copy:
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SIR ;I am directed by the Hon. the Ministef Mines to caution you to refrain, under any
circumstancs, from giving opinios to any persons respecting the auriferous ofanoiferous
charactenf Crown lands exq# through thé departmet in the usual course.

K. T. F HoughSmyth, Secretarpf Mines,
A. Johnson, Esg., MiningSuryeo r , Dayl esford. o

Ambrosereceived thistern letter from the Minister of Mines effectively gagging hiihe couldno
longer send his reports directly to newspapers nor could he communicate withttam&ias
Mining Board.

Local newspapers were aghast at the treatment th

Ballarat Star 27 February, 186% r o tWe fakeii that te above circular is about asol an irsult

to the Mining Board as could be offerezhd serves to shotliat the Government are unsgulously
bent upn doing what they like with the auriferous lands ofdblny, without the slightest respect to
the welfare of the miner; and the better to carry out their nafanoactices, they cautidine

surveyors to give no information toetlminers' representatives. Bonse heavy punishment had to be
found for a public servant dag to have conscientiousnedfie Attorney-General only being allowed
to trade in that articleand in the absencd any charge against Mdohnson, is ruin was resolved
upon by ordering himtaa moment's notice to be transferred\tmca, where his emoluments would
be reckoned by @t & many hundreds as thosehid Daylesford offices would be by thousands. It
is to be remembered that Miohrson haseen for eight years and a half ire tampby of the
Government; that he has faithfully and ably performedibtges; that he hasever enjoyed leave of
absenceand that his homend property are situated at Daylesford. On receiving his peremptory
notice to quit, he represented to the Governmenittiaeuld be ruinous to leave at onceddre
therefore asked that he mightte¢ainal at Daylesford for four months, in order to ghien time to
advanageously disposef his property. This not unreanable request met with a blank refusal, as it
would evidently in some measure detract from the severityeahtended punishment. Mifdhnson
then asked for four months' leave of absence, a request which, under ordinary circumstances, would
never be refused to an officer of such long service. But this, too, was refused,. dotifdon had
therefore no alternative but to senchisresigration; it was accepted, and the malice of the
Government instantly followed up by putting the indignity on 3&hnson of sending a posse of
police to take the books, &c, from him,,te thesame timebeing preared to hand the same over at
the first regiest to do so. That a meritorious public offideodld be thus forced out of tipaiblic
service by sheer malice because of his having done his duty honestly is a disgrace even to the present
Ministry, and the whole affair deserves siftirag the hands dParliament

On the ¥ December 1866 Ambrose Johnsess officially transferred as acting mining surveyor and
mining registrar of Avocal hi s was t he fi nal insult to Ambroseb
option to refuse the transfer.

There isnothing Ambrose couldo to have his transfer changed and even asking for a short period to
get his private life into order is rejected. His final efforts are seen at a meeting of the Castlemai
Mining Board as reported inHE Argus 13 February 18%:

féa test i mo somealengrossean wellumm,avasgresented by ttigairman, on behalf of
the board, to Mr. Ambrose Jolars late mining surveyor for tHeaylesford division of Hepbuar The
chairman supplemented the pres¢ion with some highly dagistic remarks of Mr. Johnson's value
as a pblic officer, and also statedstregret that that gentlean had found it necessary, from the
harsh treatment head received ahe hands of the chief of his departiheo sever his connexion

[sic] with theboard, which had then existed rathan eightyears. Mr. Johnson, in acknowledging the
compliment, steed that had he not resigned tifice he held, but obeyed thegemptory orders he
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had receivedrom the Mining deparnhent, it would have been most rairs to him in a pecuniary
sense

The Ballarat Star in acknowl edfjFelgr Aanby ob&6%: t e
reference to the testimonial presented to Mr Ambrose Johnson by the Castlemaine Mining Board, that

in returning thanks for tnhonor, he merely alluded to the sinister influence he believed had been,

brought to bear upon him, so as to compel the resignation of a lucrative post, and one which he has

filled for so many years in a very able mannsatisfactorily alike to the ming community and to

the Castlemaine Mining Board. As we feel convinced that the facts of the case will fully bear out the
statement, we unhesitatingly assert our firm conviction, thadimson has been sacrificed by the

present Government, because hs ve@ conscientious, and too carefully endeavored to conserve the
interest of the minerso.

Jamei sonbs Hot e

] Photo by D, J, Johnson
‘ =

The Gold Exchange (now ANZ) in
Daylesford where all miners
bought their gold findings into.
Photo by D,J, Johnson

In the meanwhile things were hotting up around Daylesford. A number of people who had been
friendly became alienated through business and political activities.

In December, 1866 the Belle Vue Hotel s/aunt to the ground. Three locals reguestioned and
taken into custody and charged with arson. The prisoners were Carrighan, Patterson and Hartley.

Ambrose was copted by the police to help out with surveying the site, mapping it and building a
model. He was later involved in the trial asexpert witness.
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An extract from the The Argus (Melbournéc: 1848- 1957 Thursday 15 January 18675 records
his evidence as:

AAmbr os e J odIms amengineenand sarveyor, and know the site of the late fire. |
remember when the premises were in the possession of Hodge. Since the fire | have visited the place,
in company with Inspector Smith, M¥alentine, and DetectigeAlexander and Walker. | traced the
foundations, and, with thessistance of Mr. Hodge, asizéned where all the portions were. At the

request of the police | made a survey of the place. Beckett's residence is about twenty feet higher than
where the holestood, and an uninterrupted view could be obtained of the conflagration from there. A
tank, that would hold 500 or 600 gallons of water, was standing behind Glenlon's house. It was only
distant from the hoteltwery our and a hal f yards. o

It became evidnt over a 13 day trial that the arson was deliberate with Carrighan setting the fire that
destroyed the hotel, and Patterson and Hartley collaborating in an insurance fraud.

The end result of this case as reported in Launceston Examiner (Tas:1B®®Monday 4
February 1867 3

fiDaylesford Jan 20. The great arson case was concludethig and the three prisoners were
committed for trial, George Carrighan for setting fire to the Belle Vue hotel, and George Patterson
and Henry Septimus Hartley for being accessories before the fact. .. Altheggisé lasted thirteen
days,thB8ench only took ten minutes to sum up. o

Some while later Ambrose was back in couyirg to get paid for his work in the above case.

Detectives Walker and Alexander attested that Ambrose Johnson had been hired byri8smidtto

to make a model of the hotel and to provide accurate measurements of the site. For this he had been
hiredfor£3 9. As it was AmbrfdGfem the selicedsurgthat same marhingh d r e w
and it was agreed that this would suffice for papim

Not one to sit idly byAmbrose has moved on from being a mining surveyor and has purchased part
ownership of the Daylesford Mercunylaybe he was thinking that this svevhere the power to fight
evil lies.

As things cara to boiling point around &ylesfordothermajor falling ous began to occur. One of
theseresulted n George Patterson (former Mayor of Dayl e
(Magistrate and Coroner of Daylesford), for the purpose of having him witness a declaration. That
docunent became the object of gre@aimosityover the many months aheainbrose unwittingly

lands in the middle of it all and is accused of major conspiracy.

The decl aration decl ared befor e 'Dagledford, @h | and si ¢
January 1867: |, George Patterson, of Daylesford, in the colony of Victoria, do declare before James
M'Nicoll, Esq, J.P. for the colony of Victoria, that in the month of August or October, 1866, George
Henry Jamieson, of Daylesford, and Ambrose Johnson, of Efayte did propose in my presence at

a meeting of the proprietors of the Daylesford Mercury to engage, if possible, some person to set fire
to the office of the Daylesford Express and burn it down. And it was also proposed Amnbtose

Johnson to waylay and murderously assault James Henry Wheeler, M P., for injuries done by the said
J. H. Wheeler to the said Ambrose Johnson and G. H. Jamieson. And it was also proposed by G. H.
Jamieson to engage some person or persons to wayiagsault PeteMiller, Esq.J.P., on his way

home from Daylesford to his dwelling, New Racecourse. At another meeting G H. Jamieson informed
me that it was his intention to burn down the building known as Jamieson's Dramatic Hall rie

that he wold give £25 or£50 for anyone who would do it for him. | declare the above statement to be
true in every particular, to the best of my recollection, and in the event of anything happening to the
said J.H. Wheeler or Peter Miller, Esq. J.P., | am preparedme forward and give evidence to what

has occurred at those meetingso®ePattersonDay | esf or d. o
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It took several months but once certain members ofd3tyrd became aware of the Patterson

document there was great concdtuentually the desire tinow exactly what was written in the

declaration resulted in a meeting being arranged betweeGd&drge Pattersp auctioneer and Mr

George Janmason, proprietor of the newspaper, Daylesford Mercury. The meeting was held on

Monday 28§Oct ober 1867 at 3pm at Harpero6s Hotel. Wha:
soon developed into a fracas with future dire consequences. The fallddtlagi many months and

the cst became considerable.

Other news worthy things continuedriappen in Daylesford. One of these events that ended in
tragedy was the disappearance of three local boys. Ambrose again showed his benevolent nature in
trying to find these children.

Cairn where the 3 lost boys began their journey chas
goats. Photo by D.J.Johnson

Three boystwo were brothersvandered off and did not return home at night. A preliminary search
was made by parents, neighbours and patiaeevening. Nothing was found arglthe weather
worsened it was agreed to stagiin in the morningl'he next day others joined in and two witnesses
came forward but the boys were not foulmdthe meantime word was being circulated as to the
misadventure seeking all able bodied men to a mettaiquight to formulate a full scalearch.

The search meeting and the ordeal that the community twerugh is summed up in a @pfrom
The Ballarat Star\(ic: 1865- 1870; 1914 1918, Friday 5 July1867p 2,

fiThe Lost ChildrenThe arrangements of Tuesday night's meeting ywesterday carried out to the

letter. By eight o'clock the first detachment started from the Specimen Hill works. For a couple of
hours after that bodies of men were sent out, asrigpector Smith said, in the most admirable order.
The whole range of cotny embraced in the programme was searched, but we regret to say without
success. Towards afternoon the day got very wet, but it was only the approach of night that stopped
the search. Daylesford is during the day quite deserted; and, among the few whesgity&ept at
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home, the question when two met was as to any tidings of the lost children. So soon as it was
ascertained that no trace had been got of the boys, another meeting of the inhabitants was called, to be
held at the Theatre Royal, which was cdad. The Mayor was again called to the chair. Mr. Taylor,
police magistrate, stated the manner of the day's search and its unsatisfactory result. He hoped, but
could hardly believe the children were yet alive. It was a duty, however, the people of @dylesf

owed to themselves, to society, and to the parents of the children, that the search should be renewed
the following day, and the day after that if necessary. Mr. Inspector Smith congratulated them on the
manner in which they had mustered. He hadjtalghed to several places for black trackers, and
expected one that night. (A Voige'He is come.") Mr. Smith was glad to hear it, and hoped three

men would be appointed to accompany him, and that no others would interfere with them. Mr. Smith
urged a cotinuance of the search. Mr. Ambrose Johnson, Mr. Henderson, and other gentlemen stated
the results of their search.

Mr Johnson said he did not yet despair of their being found &liveirged the necessity of thearch

being renewed the following day {ttay), and if necessary the day after, and from day to day till they
were got alive or dead. He had given his services, and would continue to give them, and he knew that
many of those who were out that day would do the same; but all were not able toheffimte, and

to such some inducement should be hold out. He said he would give a reward of £10 for the recovery
of each boy found and alive, and no doubt others would give also. As many who were likely to be
actuated by such a reward lived in the bushsumgested that the local press should print el

offering a reward, and that the exploring party on the following day should put them up in every place
where likely to be seen. Mr. Johnson's very liberal offer was received with very great applduse,

the motion of Mr. Johnston, draper, a supplementary list was then opened, and a sum amounting to
about £60 was subscribed in the room, irrespedtivdr. Johnson's sum. It was alsesolved that
subscription lists be left at J&son's hotel and BEley's hotel, and in the banks, and that Messrs.
Johnston and Richmond be requested to canvass for further subscriptions, the mayor undertaking at
the request of the meeting to issue placards and guarantee a reward of £100. Siiesstibed in

the med&ng apart from that of Mr. Johnson, was to be paid if the children were found alive,-or one

half if deal, with the exception of Mr Stdridge's subscription of £10, which he made payable

whether they be found dead or alive.

In reference to the conduct thie search for tolay a number of suggestions was made, some

proceeding on the assumption that the children are alive, some holding that they must be dead. Mr.
Johnston, draper, proposed that the following day be also devoterigeditiand that to endé this

to be properly done all places of business be again kept strictly closed. This was unanimously agreed
to. Some discussion took place as to whether there was any certainty of the children having been seen
alive on Sunday at Specimen Hill. The fatbéthe boys Graham stated certain circumstances that left

no doubt on his mind that they had been there on that occasion. He also said that the boys being strong
and healthy, he felt satisfied they were yet alive, and that the youngest one was likehyvithe

others. Mr. Perrins thought it possible that the search had commenced too far away, and said he would
next day examine Boots' Gully, Bald Hill, Adelaide Reef, and the locality to the west of Table Hill,

and others would join hir.

The search weron for several days without result of any kind. It was some months before the
mystery was cleared. Unfortunately the end result was tragic.

The Argus (Melbournéyic: 1848- 1957)Friday 27 September 18§71 made front page with the
following;

fiThe fate of three young children who were lost from Daylesford on Sunday, June 30, and who were
for some time searched for in the most persevering manner by all the inhabitants of the town and
surrounding district, was at length elucidated in a painfulnegrby the discovery of their remains on
the 13th inst.
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The attention of a man named M'Kay being attracted by observing that his dog was carrying a child's
boot with a portion of a foot in it, the news was circulated, and a party got together tahenew
relinquished search. The bodies were, after some searching, discovered near tMKay,ain the

Mack Creek, near the sawill. Two of the unfortunate children were in the cavity of a hollow tree,
where it seems that they had crawled in and huddigether, to endeavour to keep each other warm.

/' ANY YSINI 6KSNB (KS o
They had walked many miles before huddling
together in a hollow tree. Photo by D.J. Johnson

Of the third only a few bones and the skull remained, and it was thought that this body had been
dragged out by dogs. From the appearances presented, there seemed to be no doubt that the children
had in their wanderings found their way impeded by a breistef, that, it being night, they were

unable to see that by following along the fence for only a couple of hundred yardgoilld get to

the hut of M'Kayand that they had turned into the hollow tree to shelter from the bitter cold of the

wet winter'snight, thinking, probably, to find their way by the aid of the fence without difficulty in

the morning. They must then have lain and slept and died together. It was felt as a very melancholy
consideration the fact that the poor children had reached sbelpaand yet failed to find it. Two of

them were brothers, named Graham; the other was named Burman. The remains were interred in
Daylesford, where it is proposed to erect a monument by public subscription ovgrdkesd

p - The monument to the Bost boys erected through
' y public subscription. Photo by D.J. Johnson




The controversial document believed to be written by Patterson resurfaces not soon after the above
tragedy. There is a determined effort being mad&égrgelJameison and Ambrose Johnson to iobta

the original so that they coutémove it from scrutiny. They were of the opinion that it contained
fraudulentclaims about them. Jameison gpta meeting wh Patterson and Ambrose offereddraw

a cheque for £5tb buy the document. What should have been a simple case of exchange developed
into afracas?

The Ballarat Stafuesday29" October 1867ran the following news about the meeting and the
ensuring incidences:

"A fracas yesterday, arising, it is said, framovel attemipto play the game of ' Yankea#b,'
caused much local comment. As we are informed Géorge Patterson, the auctioneer, met Mr
George Henry Jamisdsic], the ostensible proprietor of the Daylesford Mercury, by appointment,
about thrego.m., at Harper's hotel.

The Albert Hotel run by Harper|
Photo by D.J. Johnson

Mr. Patterson had a document, which, for some reason best known to hivinsddmison was so
anxious to possess himself of that he offered £50 for itPsliteson consented to the terms, and laid
the paper on the table, Mlamison also producing a cheque for the amount, drawn bfrivbrose
Johnson on the National Bank... Mamison caught up the coveted document with one hand, and
attempted to snatch the cheque he had given with the othéPalerson, however, was too quick for
him, but Mr. Jamison seized his wrist and attempted to wrest away the draft. Finding heatould n
succeed, MrJamison by his superior weight forced.Ratterson into a corner, exclaiming at the top
of his voice, 'You B y wretch I'll murder yo@ and struck him. MrPatterson, lighter than his
antagonist, is much the more athletic, and seeing e oot avoid it, hit MrJamison three or four
severe blows in the face, one of which knocked out a toothlavitison thereupon roarg#olice,’

and rushed from the room without his hat. While Rttterson was buttoning his vest, which had
been torn oen in the struggle, MAmbrose Johnson, of course by accidentered the passage
leading to the room, and exclaimé&Wh at ' s t h e mRBadttdrserréplied Ofdout hi s Mr
know very well," and left the place. But the cream of the story i8 thigt on paying in the cheque
immediately afterwards albé bank,lhie manager politely intimated that payment had been stopped,
and it is said, before the cheque was giver, gantleman only witnessed the affair at the hotel. We
leave the public to dratieir ownconclusions from the transaction."
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Ambrose had pulled a swlif in ensuring he got the documébut did not have to part with any
money for it.

Once the contents of the declaration were seen bygtireesed they tok court action as outlined in
The Argus 18 November 1867:

fiOur readers will remember a fracas that occurred in the Albert Hotel, Daylesford, some weeks ago,
for the possession of a document, of the contents of which many mysterious and damaging reports
affecting the character of\geral parties in Daylesford, had from time to time been hinted at. That
document bore to be an affidavit by Mr. George Patterson that he and-stirassnamed, some

referred te-had entered into a conspiracy to burn down a number of houses in Daylestbeen

to murder Mr. James Henry WHee M.L.A., and Mr. PeteMiller, J.P. This document was signed,

and bears to have been sworn to in January last, since which date up to the present time, or at least till
the circumstance became known to the gerdlemho were said to have entered into the conspiracy
with Patterson, Messrs. WheeledaMiller, having a strong psonal animosity against the alleged
conspirators, had systematically shown the document, or certified copies, to nupzeti@ss
includingmany with whom it was believed the knowledge of such a charge would be damaging.
These things having come to their knowledge, and fortified bgdhament in question, the parties
calumniated have had recourse to lawriminal information has been fitkon the information of Mr.
Ambrose Johnson, one of the alleged conspirators, against Messrs. Patterson and Wheeler, for a
malicious propagation of libel. Summonses have been served on them, and they will have to appear
before the City Police Court, Melbme, onTuesday, the inst. Writs for $1500 damages for libel

have also been served on Mr. Wheeler and Mr. Réitlar, at the instance of Mr. George Henry
Jamison, another alleged conspirator.”

The case aroused much interest and the court was p&oké&tio Ni col | began as witne
explained his part in witnessing the declaration made by George Patterson. William Drummond the
Police Magistrate at Daylesford attestedthatwi | | i am Dr ummond, SwWOor n, sai

Magistrate at Daylesford. On th8th June this year | met MWheeler and MrBrierly Brown in

Bourke Street, near the Albion Hotel. | walked up the street, andMiieeler proposed | should go

up to the Parliament Houses. NBrown had then left us. MiWheeler said he could show me some
documents that would change my opinion about the Cornish and York case. | said | had formed no
opinion one way or other, and as | was no longer Police Magistrate at Daylesford | had no objection to
see the papers. He s h o we & hemaid | wilh shav yqu anothar gaper, T h e n
to show you what a set of ruffians you have had to deal with in Daylesford, and how they stuck at
nothing to injure him in the case spoken of. Patterson was not present. (Document handed to witness).
He then took outhis document and showed it to me. | know this to be the same document because |
read it over carefully, and by an erasure in it, and by the signature ifNIicoll; | expressed my

opinion that DrM'Nicoll had been a great fool for putting his sigmatto a document of this sort,

without making it public. | went straight to the Detective Officeaw Mr. Nicholson next morning,

and told him about the document. o

Ambrose Johnson was called to the stanaf and made
mining surveyor up to September, 1866. | was also mining registrar, and surveyor under the 42nd

section. | see the document produced. It refers to me. | did not in the month of August or October, at a
meeting of the proprietors of the Daylesfdércury propose to burn down the Daylesford Express.

It was not proposed by me to waylay and murderously assault J. H. WhedRerfdvlinjuries done

by the said Wheeler to A. Johnson and GJ&miesonneither was it proposed by G. Bamieson to

waylay andassault Peter Miller, Esq, J P, on his way from his dwelling, New Racecourse. In July,

1866, the partnership of the Mercury was dissolved. There was no partnership existing in August or
October, and there could have been no meeting of
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George HJamieson manager of the Daylesford Mercury denied all that he and the others were
accused of. He explained his part in nghed meet i nog
£50 for the document.

The Bent retired for 30 minutes to consult, but cabeek divided in opinionThe Bendigo

Advertiser, 26 November 1867 then noted thalr. Sturt said the Bench considered that the only

part of the evidence that at all compromised Wheeler was titatiaimond, but the Benchas of

opinion that Mr Wheeler showed the document to.ldrummond for the purpose of advice, and as

there was no other evidence against him he was discharged. The Bench committed Patterson for trial
on the 16th December next; baillowed himself in£100, and two sureties £60 eachd

The final judgment from the Supreme Court was published in the Australasian Saturday 14 December
1867; AnThe Supreme Court delivered judgment yest
in re J. H. Wheeler, M.L.A. The magistrates ofldmirne having determined, not to commit Mr.

Wheeler for trial on a charge of publishing a libel, an application was made to the Supreme Court to
use its discretion of giving leave to a private individual to file a criniitfalmation, against the

offende. The Court observed that additional facts had now been brought forward, which might induce
a different course by a bench of magistrates on another application; remarked that the present
application was not made against the libeller, but against a petepwas charged only with giving
another person's libel additional publicity and noted that the original libeller had been committed by
the magistrates for trial and then, under all the circumstances of the case, declined to interfere and
exerciseitsextaor di nary jurisdiction. o

James Henry Wheeler the MLA for Hepburn who, George Patterson is found throughout the chapter of
figured in many clashes with Ambrose Johnson. Ambrose Johnson as both friend dod. Courtesy of
Courtesy of the Daylesford Historical Society the Daylesford Historical Society
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Ambrose was certainly in the wars and let down badly by a justice systene tthetughtvas there to
protect him. Maybe he would have had a determined smile when he woke up on the morning of the
25" November and read the following irh€& Argus:

The great Daylesford libel action, which occupied the City Court on Tuesday and Thursday of last
week, was perhaps the most extraordinary case that has ever been investigated in that or any other
court of justce in the colony. Probably most of our readers have perused the reports of proceedings
that have appeared in our columns. The story was sufficiently novel and startling to secure for it the
attention of the public. It contained matter enough, to furnigienmaifor a five act melodrama, with
something remaining over that would work up into a tiu@leme sensational story of the type now

so greatly in vogue. And the dramatis personae are not the kind of persons that usually figure in tales
of colonial crime and suffering, true or false. Here were none of your doubled dyed scoundrels from
Cockatoo or Port Arthur. No Norfolk Islanders are these, but responsible men, well placed in the
world--justices of the peace, mayors, members of Parliament and thedikehi€h side lies the

crime and on which the suffering, has yet to be ascertained; but the extraordinary fact is already
before us, that two sets of men, rival factions in a small inland township, have waged against each
other a war as deadly as a Corsigandetta, in the course of which murder and fire raising, if never
actually contemplated or planned by the one party, were gravely anticipated by the other! The quarrel
has been growing for years, The Daylesford township andfgtthaving greatly fa#n away from

the prosperity that both once enjoyed, the leading men of the place, having little else to do, engaged in
domestic strife of the most rancoralescription; and each party having a newspaper in its interest,

the war was kept up with the utmaesggour on either side. Anything served for an exetlmeposition

of a new bridge, the bestowing or withholding of some piece of local preferment, municipal or

political electionsabout all those it was, metaphorically if not literally, war to the kaifée to the

fire-stick. In January last affairs began to come to a criat$efBonwho has been committed for trial

on a charge of writing and publishing a false, scandalous, and malicious libel agabrssé

Johnson having then fallen out with his pgg, made a declaration to the effect that he had conspired
with the Mr.Johnsonalready mentioned, and with one G. Hmiesonsome months before, to

murder Mr. Wheeler M.L.A., and to burn down the office of the newspaper in the interegsiof
gentlenan and his partyThis precious document is now alleged to have been shown to certain parties
some months after it was signed,My. Wheeler which formed the lideus publishing for which he

was tried or Thursaly, and acquitted on the follovg day.

In connexionsic] with this case, ouguestion presses for an answetow did the magistrate who
receivedPattersoris declaration recornile it with his sense of public duty t@epwhat was disclosed
to him from theknowledge of the police? Did MiM'Nicoll, (for that is the mgistratename) believe
that there was a consgacy in the town to commit arson and murder? If so, his straigence

would have rendered himgaiilty paticipator in the event of thesgimes beingonsummated. If, on
theother hand, he believed théa t t e dexlarationsvas false, thee Wwas countenancing perjury,
and aidimg in the concoction of a scandakand nalicious libel, when he attached laigesting
signature to the doauent. Whichever view wiake d this magstrate's conduct in the matté is
equally indefensible angixtraordinary. As a medical practitioriarthe small community in whictine
parties to the affair were promintemembers, he must have found hinigdhced, during many
months, in the unpleast predicament of having inadiaries and murderers for lassociates or a
perjured libelér, according asdbelieved or disbelieved thealeration which he had assisted
Pattersorto make.Possibly he has already sufferisigfficiently for his grossndiscrdion. To carry a
guilty secret in his boso from January to November would beavy punishment to mosten; but

t h e n Nicoll mubtave a strangetpnstituted mind or he would never have fallen into his
present s@pe. We would certainisecommended his conduct to the notice of the Minister of Justice.
Only that Mr. Kindonis himself a difficult psychological problem. &should look to see prompt
action taken with Mr. M'oll, magistrate and coroner @me ground of his conduct throughout this

It is difficult to foresee any develogent to the Daylesford scandalse which will not be highly
unsatisfactory on public groundBattersoris now awaiting his trial for lidewill he admitthe libel,
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prove it true, and justify iln that case he will only clear himself of one charge by convicting himself
of another still more heinous. And then he can scarcely prove his declaration true, as the only
witnesses who could avail him are the allege@daaspirators, who, if guilty, canhbe expected to
convict themselves. Whatevmay be the issue of the peaitproceedings, the scandal will remais

a blot upon our civilisation and a. stain upon our good name. Daylesf®iibba singularly

unfortunate irbeing so frequently the theatof out rage and crime. No district in theloay is more
favoured by naturaone has been so desecrated by man. Beautiful and picturesque beyond most other
regions, it has long enjoyed a bad eminence as most lawless and unsafe ; and this scandabiEse i
damagng to its reputation thatime murders, and robberies, and bruaaishings that had previously
rendered it notorious, inasmuch as remme persons are necessarily implicated whose circumstances
placed them beyond the ordinary incentives imer and whoseosition, private and publishould

have rendered them actisgpporters of the law and swoenemies to disorder and crime. loisly

left to us to hope that the dimceful affair will now be sifted to tHeottom."

During all of the courcases and the moving back and forth between Daylesford and Melbourne there
is a major social occasion that Ambrose gets invitednabrose is one of thousands who was invited

to the Royal Leveto meet the Duke of Edinburgh. This took place in Melboem&7" Novenber,

1867.

The Daylesford Mercury and Express April 9, 1868 has an article that shows Ambrose sold his part
ownership of the newspaper. Al have this day sol
the 6Dayl esfordé&xpressd newspaper

The new owners placed an article in the same paper indicating that they had taken over the ownership.
Further they had used the editorial to reply to
insinuated that Ambrose Johnson had used his posisitine Borough Surveyor to make a slab path

in front of his Camp Street residence and office
thatMrJ ohnson made t he patHewenyon® tastipateshe cowaspordenp e ns e .
fornotbemnpppen and honest and for an unmanly and une
perhaps the correspondentdés prodigious witticis
Denmar kd6 which induced the | ithissvihdicvg ent | emen of
correspondence. 0

t n
h A
Ambrose became embroiled in a court case involving Rath and Patterson. The Daylesford Mercury

and Expres#lay 6" 1869 reported the case. Ambrose had given £60 to the two men for furniture and

effects but was then deniedoership of these. He asked the local policeman, Constable Price, to

execute a warrant and to seize the goods. This was carried out but Rath and Patterson took the matter
to court claimingthe seizeo f t he goods was unl awf davour. The judge

In Junel869Ambrose and Margherita are stunned whesirtton Ambrose (Junior) became unwell.
The boy lingeredor nearly two weeks before succumbing to diphtheHa.died on 8 July, and was
laid to rest in the Daylesford Cemetefhey bothmust have thought back to the parents of the 3 lost
children and knew what it was like to lose someone sol smdlvulnerable.

Unfortunately there is nothing more recorded that could give us an insight into the life and times of
Ambrose (Junior). Like smany children of the time his life was cut short by the devastating diseases
of the time. Fritz and Bertha had lost a brother and they also must have been stunned and devastated.
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Ambrose Johnson Junior
Cemetenyinterred &' July, 1869 died from
diphtheria. Photo by D.J.Johnson

Ambrose in his melancholy continued to be as robust as pogsibéelvertisement imhe Argus
(Melbourne Vic: 1848- 1957)Friday 2 July 1869 3i n d i cTemmsferdf LAnd StatutéNo, 2200
Ambrose Johnsqrof Campstreet, in the borough of Daylesford, county of Talbot, surveyor and

miller, has applied to bring the land described at the foot hereof under the above statute; and the
Commissioner of Titles has directed notice of thpliaation to be advertised in "The Argus"

newspaper, and has appointed fourteen days from such advertisement, after which time the land will
be brought under the operation of the statute, unless a caveat shall be lodged forbidding the same,

Dated the 24tlday of Junel869. Land Referred To. Crown Allotments 9 and 10 of Section 27,
Daylesford, parish of Wombat, county of Talldot.

The above advidsement indicated that Ambroses the owner of a flour millThe flour mill was
located on the soutlvest corer of Ruthven and Vincent Streets and originally owned by George Jay.

Ambrose had been involved in buying th@ur mill through dubious means. The flour ngdw
Ambrose back in courtedending his rightful ownership as reported’ime Argus (Melbourne,
Vic:1848- 1957 Monday 22 November 18696;

fiLaw Report Supreme CourOld Courthouse- Saturday, Nov. 20.

This was a redemption suit, instituted by the mortgagors of the Daylesfordnkilisuand other

property in Daylesford. The bill stated that in 1861 George Jay mortgaged the mills to an insurance
company for £1,000. He afterwards settled this and otlogepty on his wife. The insurance

company had conveyed the property to the defendant Johnson, who pressed for payment and
threatened to sell. It was then arranged that the trustees of the settlement, and Mr. and Mrs. Jay,
should give a new mortgage to Jebn of all the property included in the settlement. This mortgage
was executed June, 1867, containing a provision for the extinction of the debt by instalments. In
February, 1868, default having been made in some of the payments, Johnson sold thebygroperty
auction, and it was bought by Buscombe. In March Buscombe conveyed it to Johnson. The bill
alleged that Buscombe bought as agent for Johnson; that the sale was, in fact, a sham; and that the
mortgage contained no power of sale. The defendants conteyndeeir answer that the sale was a
bonafide one that, thee was no fraud
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It was contended for plaintiffs that the evidence fully supported the allegations in the bill; that the
conduct of the parties, before and after the alleged sale to Buscombiecevesistent with any other

theory than that the sale by Johnson to Buscombe was, in reality, a sale by Johnson to himself; and
further, that the mortgage deeds under which the sale had taken place did not, under the
circumstances, as proved in evideragthorise it, as Jay, although a nominal defendant on the record,

was substantially in the interest of the plaintiffs. Mr. Dwyer addressed his arguments in support of the
case put by the plaintiffs. He animadverted on the harshness of Johnson's corsthaetnasy the

manner in which the sale was conducted: contended that no default sufficient to render the power of
sale exercisable had been made in the payments; and that the admissions of Johnson and Buscombe to
several of the witnesses showed that Bussomas an agent in the matter.

The decision by the court took some time and it washe Argus (Melbournéyic: 1848- 1957)
Thursday 21 April 187@ 7that we find the following;

fiThe suit was instituted to set aside thetpreled exercesof a power ofale in a mogage deed. The
plaintiffs were therustees of the marriage settlement of a Mrs. Jay, on whom property in Daylesford
was settled Y her husband. The property washject to anortgage for £1,000 to the Awalasian

Insurance Company. Thiefendant Johnson advanchd trustees money to pay off tbempany,

and obtained an assignment of the mortgage, and entered into possession of ttye Heopas to be
repaid, principal and interest, by ttemants paying him £8er week rent. Alleginthat default had

been made, he sold the property by auction to Buscombe, who soon after reconveyed to him. Issues
had been sent for trial by a jury whether default heehlbmade, and whether Buscombd bought as
agent for Johnson, and the jury answdyeth questins in favour of plaintiffs. Thease now camen

for decree on these findings.

Mr. Stephenasked for a decree that thale to Bgcombe was fraudulent and void, and for an account
of what was due to Johnson, as mortgagee in possession, tee lbeasg at liberty to charge him an
occupation rent and costs till tiiecree against Johnson @wakscombe.

His Honoursaid he would not give costs against Buscombe. Plaintiffs might consider themselves well
off that Buscombe did not appear to ask cogtsrest them.

Mr. Dwyer asked for Jay's costs as against Johr{sioh His Honoursaid that Jay was merely a
formal defendant, and heas not inclined to give him costseiMiould consider the case.

The final decisions re the case was given the nextnidyeported imhe Argus (MelbourneYic:
1848- 1957)Thursday 28 April 1870 6. This was a somewhat complicated ruling and basically
says Ambrose won some and lost some.

fiHis Honour, the decree he would make was as followBeclare that the satsf the mortgaged

property in bill mentoned to the defendant James KisBombe was not warranted, inasmucl dei
rents received by the defendant Aimde Johnson prior to the 26th day of December, 1867, had been
apdied to the mortgage debt, thesas no ight in the said defendant to sell ; and also declare that the
said sale was fraudulent, being made to the said defendant J. Hs¢Gnghe as an agent for the said
defendant Ambrose Jobort and declar¢hat the plaintiffs, George H. Jamiesarda&Robert

Henderson, are étled to redeem the said mortgaged property, and that the said Ambroserdahn
liable to account for thproceeds of the allotments 9 and 10hef $aid sold property, as mgaigee in
possession. Refer it to the master to take an atodtime amount due on account of the sum secured
by the deed of the 27th day dune, 188, in bill mentioned, giving the said defendant Ambrose
Johnson credit fathe sum of £1,000 therein memed, and interest thereon at the rate of HIL for
evely £100 by the year ; and also for money laid out by him in repairing and improving the mortgaged
premises, pursuant to the letter of the pléi@&i H. Jamieson, dated the hGlay of September, 1867,

in the said defendantanswer mentioned, with liketerest; and also credit for all other sums by him
properly laid out in other repairs (not being alterations) of the said mortgagmikes, premiums of
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insurancerates, taxes, arekpenses of collection, assigants, costs of proceedings against tenants
and other outgoings; and charging the said defendant Ambrose Johnson withsallsich he
receivel, or without wilful default migt havereceived, of the rents, issuesid profits of the said
allotments 9 and 10, or in lieu thefefrom the 10th dapf February, 1868, at the option of the
plaintiffs (George Henry Jamieson and Robert Hesw®);, charging the said defeard from and after
the said date with a reasonable quation rent for the said alloents 9 and 10, such rent to be
measured withoutdaling to the value for alterations or improvements made byaidedefendant A.
Johnson after that date. Direct the mgstetaking the said accounts, to make a rest on the 26th day
of December1867, the 26th day of June,6B and so on halfearly, dharging interest at th&aid rate
only on the balances from tinte time remaining due. Order the saidetelant Ambrosdohnson to
pay plaintiffstheir costs of this suit, inatling those of the issues up to and including this decree,
when taxed and astained. Refeit to themaster to tax and asxtain the same, Direct that thi#l be
dismissed as to the defendant JKHBuscombe. Direct that theidalefendant J. H. K. Buscombe
and thedefendant George Jay abide their own costs respectively. Réseyeestion of future costs
and further directions; liberty to apply.

Ambrose John bought properties on the corners of Hill St.ahe built a brick residence on the land to the left.
Photos by D. J. Johnson

In May 28" 1870 Ambrose was incarcerated in the Melbourne Gaol after not paying £572. 5S in an

equity suit of Johnson V Jameison. There had been negotiations between the parties regarding

payment with the subsequent arrest and jailing of Ambrose. One can spdail#testreferred to the

flour mill case noted above.

The judge i n hislsurmminkg tthpersaiwh,s fsomet hi ng of i
practice in arresting the defendant (Ambrose Joh
unnecessary hunmition hoisted on Ambrose did not offer him a lesson as he himself was guilty of

using these tactics later on in life (see the story of the ploughman).

Ambrose appears to have had enough of Daylesford and all the problems and people he keeps
clashing withHe asks the local auctioneer to sell his sultistaproperty. The advertisement is found
in The Argus (MelbourneYic: 1848- 1957)Friday 14 October 1879 2

fAlfred Bliss has been favoureditlu instructions to all at Ble&ley's Commercial HoteVincent
Street, Dayl esford, on Friday, October 25, at twv

Lot 1. Allotments 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 of Portion 37A parish of Wombamtaining 2a 10fronting Hill

and Camp streets, on which is eredtedk resdence stable, coach house and outbuildings. Lately
the property of Mt AmbroseJ ohnson. o
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In June 1871 Ambrose was in the Clarence Rivermadang a scientific geological survey on behalf

of himself and others. Whether the survey was successful is not known but it becomes evident that
Ambrose was smitten by tla@ea.The setting of Warregah Island might have brought back memories

of the canals and lowlands in his precious Denmark. He bought land in the area and took up farming.

He appeared happy to be an overseer of his properties rather than the farmerigdtingshdirty.

Fritz was now 12 and this may also have influenc
purpose in life and one like his grandfather Annies would make sense.

On the 12 March 1872 we find he hagén in the Clarence River NS&vea and written a letter to
the editor of the local newspaper.

flfAmbrose JohnsofWe have received a letter from the North AlGlarenceRiver) bearing the

signature of the above gentleman, complaining of the report of an election meeting held in that
neighbourhood over which he presided. As the report complained of did not appear in our columns,
we must decline to give iegtion to Mr. &h n s detitdis

Our next proof that he had settled in the ClaegRover area sometime early 183dmes from an
advertisement in The Maitland Mercury and Hunter River Generalifisee20 April 1872,
Ambrose is selling land that he owned. It would appear that the sale is for part of the total land
holding that he had purchased.

Pacific Ocean

Ambrose Johnson farmed on the Warregah River
after leaving Daylesford. It looks like his native
Warregah , o5 homeland of Denmark.

. Island

fiChoice farms Warregah Island rich brush land comfortable homestead.

T. Bawdenhas been favoured with instructions from Ambrose Johnson Esq., to sell by public auction,
at the Rooms Grafton, orhlirsday 25thApril, at Eleven o clock sharé whole of hisnagnificent
propertyon Warregah Island, North Arm, comprisibgt 1 All that Pieceor parcel of land

containing fifty-six acres two roods (more or less), bdimg whole of portion one hundred and thirty

five, and part of portion one hundred and thigyen, of the parish of Harwood. Upon this lot there is

a comfortable weatherboard verandah shingletiaQecontaining six rooms, detached kitchen, and
servant's room, pantry, &c, large barn. This lot is partially fenced, about eleven acres are cleared
sewen acres of which are planted with sugar cane fit for cropping next season. There is also a paddock
of about seven acres, the trees on which are sapped.

Lot 2 All that Fieceor parcel of landcontaining forty acres two roods (more or less), being part of

portion one hundred and thirsgven. About ten acres of this lot are cleared, six of which are under
cane and maize crop.
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Lot 3 All that Fieceor parcel of lanccontaining forty six acres (more or less) inclusive of a roadway
twenty five links wide, exteing through its length on one side, being porttme hundred and thirty
eight @out ten acres of this lot have been cleared.

Lots One, Two, and Three have frontage to the main channel of the North Arm, immediately opposite
the Colonial Sugar Refining Cqrany's Works, Chatsworth Island.

Lot 4 All that Fieceor parcel of langdcontaining forty four acres (more or less), portion one hundred
and thirtynine. Twenty-seven acres of this lot, originally rich brush, has been felled partialy
cleared. Thidot is situateon the back channel of the North Arm, immediately at the rear of lots Two
and Three, through the latter of which there is a roadway reserved to the main channel.

These really choice properties are well worbhyhe attention of Farmers, Gtgists, and others. The
position and quality of the land is unequalled.

Further particulars may be obtained from the Proprietor, on the Estate, or from the Auctioneer.

Ambrose did not move from the district as he became a magis8at®nths laterHis name
appearedn an appointment notice by His Excellency the Governor'olde&ember, 1873, with the
advice of the Executive Countié was pleased to appoint the under mentioned gentlemen to be
Magistrates of the colony, viz.Ambrose Johnson, of Wagahlsland, North Arm, Clarence River.

His first job wasto be an easy one probably to break him in. OhMaerch, 1874 at the Grafton Court
he granted a billiard licence to the proprietor of the South Grafton Hiseknce and Richmond
Examiner andNew England Advertiser (GraftddSW: 1859- 1889 Tuesday 10 March 1874#4)

Ambr os e 0s davasgartekas re@réed ithéSydney Morning Herald (NSW1842-
1954)Saturday 21 March 1873#1;

AISAACSO JOHNSON& March 5, by special license, \tarregah, Clarence River, by the Rev. J.
Spencer, William R., eldest son of Robert M'Intosh Isaacs, basaislEw, to Bertha Fritzina, only
daughter of Ambrose Johnson, Esq., late of Denmark.

Pedigree of Bertha and William Isaacs

AmbroseJohnsonMargheritaLarsen RobertMacintosh IsaacsBarberinaHarrison
BerthalsabellaJohnson William Rogerslsaacs
William Rogers Edmund Rogers Robert Macintosh
Arthur Rogers AlgernonWallace
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As part of a deutation Ambrose signedlletter dateduesday 1 Septemhei874requesting a
meeting with the Mayor of Gradt. The purpose of the meetingsma get alterations done to the
GraftonCourthouse.

fiTo His Worship the Mayor dgrafton,

Sir, We, the undersigned, hereby request that yowwatilzene a meetindor anearly day, to
Consider the Proposed Alterations in the

Court House, &c, at Gradh, and to take such measuras@ty be deemed advisable to procure
alterations and additions more suitable to the growing wants of the district, axiahkshment of
circuit courtat Grafton.

We are, Sir, your most obedient servants
John Zuill, J.P. Ambrose Johnson, J.B 0
The mayordés reply was published below the above

Sometime late 1874 Ambrosiecidedto employ a ploughman. Due to a contractual disagreement
between the two they eedup in court. The case is captured in @larence and Richmond Examiner
and New England Advertiser (GraftddSW: 1859- 1889) 9" January, 1876ut was long and drawn
out The case was extended over 18 months and the court proceedingddtzdlof9 hours. It
engendered a lot of local interest and so the courthousalwagspacked.

Basically it revolved around t#‘Sect i on of the Master and Servant
what the defendant (Arnold) and tpkintiff (Ambrose Johnson) saidas the agreed contract.

When seeking a ploughman Ambrose heard that a chap named Arnold was available and seeking such
work. Arnold was a hotelier and owned other property but was keen to do farm work.

Ambrose approached him and they agreed that Arnold would begin work the next week. Arnold also
asked if there was any work for his wife and daughter to which Ambrose reptieel megative.
Arnold then suggested that a hut be bigl him and his familyand this was agreed to.

Now it seems that everything haden amicably agreed to but things come to a head sevaréiano
laterwhen Arnold gaie a montlés notice to leave. Ahatpoint Ambrose refuskthe request
explaining tfat the contract he agreed to wéok 12 months afl per week and rations. Arnold said
the contract he believed he had taken was for one i@oatlvanced noticeArnold worked the
month and left.

Ambro= then took out a warrant as he believed Arnold had contravened 8exfion of the
Masters and Servants Act.

This warrant was issued and Ambrose sent his son Fritz to pick it up. The Magistrate told the boy that
he would only releasie warranto thefather. Ambrose consequently rode into Grafton, retrieved the
warrant and took it to the police beexecute.

Arnold was arrested and handcuffadront of his family and friendsHe was taken by boat back to
Grafton and incarcerated in the lockup tieo days. He claimed that this was humiliating and that he
had done nothing wrong. He sued Ambrose for malicious prosecution.
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After 9 hous ofdeliberation the court found Ambrose guilty drelwas required to pay Arnold 50
in damages.

. Grafton Courtlouse est. 1880. Ambrose was a
1 Magistrate as well as a defendant in this building.

A letter tothe NSW Colonial Secretary was written by Ambrose to the local pdeera flood

through the Clarence River areAccording to the locals much of the press was trumped up so
Ambrose in his usual determined and thorough way set about finding out the real damage done. His
letter published in th€larence and Richmond Examiner and New England Advertiser (Grafton,
NSW: 1859- 1889 Saturday 19 August 18462 isself-explanatory

fiTo the Honorable the Colonial Secretary of Nesuth Wales, Sydney.
Warregah Island, North Arn§larence River, August 10, 1876.

Sir, having come to the conclusion that, so far as the poofidine Clarence River with which | am

more particularly connected (namely, the north main land and islands between Rocky Mouth and the
Heads), the injuries sustained in the recent flood have been grossly exaggerated by alarmists in the
Sydney and local Pss. | made it my business, in company with another gentleman, Mr. A. M'Innes

of Warregah Island, to visit most of the farmers and planters individually upon their own farms and
plantations, and have satisfied myself that not only did they not sustainjamyworth recording,

but they believe almaost unanimously that they will derive substantial benefit from the deposit of rich
alluvial which the flood has left on their land, and with the exception of one man, who has lost a few
head of cattle through hang penned them in a yard from which they could not escape, the entire
amount of cattle lost is seven.

| visited about 63 of the residents, all of whom coincide in the views | have expressed, and have
authorised me to publish them. Amongst the res&deferred to are the representatives of the
Colonial Sugar Refining Company at Chatsworth, two proprietors of private sugar mills, three hotel
keepers, two storekeepers, and numerous farmers ofdtargling and experience in the district. To
each persohvisited the subjoined list of questions were submitted, and with one or two exceptions
replied to in the form also subjoined. The replies of each individual, with his signature at foot, are in
my possession.

| have been informed by gentlemen, who haaelensimilar inquiries on the south mainland, and
Palmer's and other Islandstiveen Rocky Mouth and the Heatisit the information received has
been to the like effect.

No doubt it will be found in a few instances on the upper river that injuries havelmsamed by
farmers, but | believe on the whole it will be found that the general injuries sustained will be-counter
balanced tenfold by the general benefits conferred by the rich alluvial residuum deposited.
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I am, &c.,(Signed)AmbroseJohnson J.PO

In response to Ambr os ¢héGarehce and Richmand Examenertarid®Newe di t or
England Advertiser (GraftoNSW: 1859- 1889 was unduly critical of what was written. It

obviously irked Ambrosen particular what he deemed was unfaisquoting, sde fired back

another letter

fiTo the editor of the Examiner,

Sir, - The Subject of my letter to the Hon. the Colonial Secretary, published in your last issue, having
been somewhat unfairly criticised, and as | cannot help thinking kgbwinisrepresented, in the

same issue, may | request a place in your next publication for the following remarks. In my letter,
published onthe sanpea g e wi t h y o uNo doukt maill bk ®ynd ih a fewarnstdnced on

the upperriverthanjurie s have been s uMidqaiing mydettdr iy yofirdeadere r s . 6
which you have doneint al i ¢ s, y ou KNoaoubtitwiabe Boundne few mstancesd

on the UppeClarencethat nj ur i es h av altopethe amitttng teeo@sbyfarmers' 6

and by your subsequent remarks criticising the quotation as including the commercial losses sustained
in Grafton. | had no intention of prying into the affairs of the commercial community or of

attempting to lift the veil which sepaestthem and their affairs from all but the privileged eyes whom
alone, in common with the losers, their losses concern.

The remarks | made were confined exclusively to planters and agriculturists and their losses, and my
object in making and publishingem, which | did by express permission, was, as avowed in my

letter, to prove that the injuries sustained had been grossly exaggerated in the Sydney and portion of
the local press.

I would also beg to draw your attentiant t he f act tMr.@tFipphaddb0 sidesroiot say, ¢
bacon damagédbut | did give Mt P. Fipp's own answer, that he had 50a of corn damaged.

Yours &c,Ambrose Johnsqrl.P. Warregah Island, North Arm, Augustdl9.

Shortly afteranothedetter appeared in th€larence and RichmarExaminer and New England

Advertiser (Graftoyl[SW: 1859- 1889 Saturday 26 August 18%6). It wasfrom Mr. Andrew

Somerville, one of the oldest farmers in the Clarence River District. He took Ambrose to task

al though his information doesndt I ink readily toc

fiTo the editor of the Examiner,

Sir,- Seeing the accounts of the late flood in the Examiner and other local papers, | wighpathe
oldest residents in thelarence River district, to ctnadict statements made by Mimbrose
Johnson. That gentleman or you must have made a mistake.

W. Hiland, D. Campbell, D. Fraser, D. Kirk, andM:Aulay had over 18 inches to spdfeom the
flood). There is no MrConlon or A. M'Millan living on Chatsworth Island. Quailey, M'Aulay,
Farmer, Somerville, and the Sugar Company's Mill had over 3 feehés to spare, and all the
cottages on both side$ the mill had to spare on thiwer bank.Jones, Archibald, Fras, senr.
Fraserjunr. Poolman, and others had one foot to spare, and-tjuarers of a mile back there was
plenty of dry land for caping ground for cattlegther parts may have suffered more, but Ikhin
nothng to hurt.

Mr. Johnson, when he undertakes such an arduous task, ought to stateatantsseen all the floods

in theriver for the last, sixteen years, | do not thihk present one has done more damage than the
'63 flood. Some people thought they were ruined, but they soon found it otherwise. The waters may
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have injured some of the maize growers up the river, but the sugar planters have not suffered in any
way, neitheihas the cane. At the Sugar Company's Mill the week after the flood, the average density
of the juice was 10 1/2 degrees, which was never reached any previous season.

Mr. George Morrison, osoodwoodisland, instead of having 10 inches of water, beer that to
spare. MrMorrison, Mr. J. M'Aulay, and MrAndrew Someville state that the flood was not higher
than the '63 flood at their respective places.

| will give you a more detailed account by and by.
I remain, &c.,Andrew Somerville Chatsworthdland, August 21, 187®.

Even though Ambrose had sold 4 lots at auction back in 1873 he stiteimad other acreage in the
Warregah Island farm lands. On 30 December, 1BZ€larence and Richmond Examiner and New
England Advertiser (GraftotNSW: 1859- 1889 Tuesday 9 January 18p72carried his request to
erect 2 gates on sections of his property.

fiPublic GatesApplication has been made by Mr. Ambrose Johnson for a gate (not less than 11 feet
wide), on reserved road at the south boundary dbAnson's 53 acres, portion 136, Warregah Island,
parish of Harwood, county of Clarence: and also for a gate (not less than 11 feet wide), on reserved
road at the north boundary of A. Johnson's 46 acres, portion 138, Warregah Island, same parish and
countyo

Ambrose continued to show his civic responsibility this time by assisting the Grafton School
Committee. He joined the committee as an advisor to building a new infant school. His surveying
skills were clearly appreciated by the committééevas epored inthe Clarence and Richmond

Examiner and New England Advertiser (Graftti§\W: 1859- 1889 Tuesday 29 Mayl877that m
Fridaylast the new Infant School, which has just been completed, was formally opened, by Mr.
Hawdon, M.P., of the Local School Board. There was a large attendance of children present, also and
a considerable number of lady and gentlemen visitors.

In his speeciMr Hawdon noted that thieuilding, wasneat and substantial, anddizeen faithfully
built under the superintendence ®r. Ambrose Johnson, the representatif¢he Couuil.

Ambrose continued in his role as a Justice of the Peace and was invohdrdwning case as
reportedn The Maitland Mercury and Hunt®iver General Advertiser (NSW.843- 1893
Saturday 3 November 18977

A magisterial inquiry was held at Poverty Point on Friday last, the 19th instant, before Mr. Ambrose
Johnson, J P., touching the death of a man named Donald Murray, whose decease by drowning was
reported in our last issue. Sergeant Lenihan deposed thairffarmation received he proceeded to
Poverty Point, and was shown a dead body in a water dam; the body was in a partially standing
position, the side face resting against one of the projections of the dam, and about six inches beneath
the water; on thedzly being removed from the water, no marks of violence were discernible, except
under the right eye, where the skin and a portion of the flesh had been removed, and a few other slight
injuries about the face and neck, whicwitness attributed to the bodaving been preyed on by

craw fish that were numerous in the water; in searching the body he found two £1 notes and sixpence
in silver in a chamois bag, together with a few other articles; withess subsequently inspected the hut
previously occupied by deased; the door was fastened by a padlock ; on the door being opened, the
hut did not present the appearance of having been occupied for some time; the dam was afterwards
drained, and its greatest depth was a little over five feet. From the evidanc&oGranville, F. B.

Johnson, and R. Nicholson, it appeared that deceased was last seen alive on the 13th instant, and that
he had lately been in depressed spirit. The magistrate having failed to arrive at any definite conclusion
as to the cause of deathettiepositions were forwarded to the Attorney General for his dedision.
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It is interesting to note thatdlwitness F. B. Johnson mentioned aswie ss above i s Ambr o
Fritz Borregard. He was working for either the shire or the courts and wouldbbawel9 years old.

Although he kept his land on Warregah Islafchbrose moved on and looked to mining once again.
During 1878 he took up a position as mining manager of the Long Tunnel Gold Mine at Timbara,
New England.

Financially things caught up with Ambrose as it is reportedihie Australian Town and Country
Journal (SydneyNSW: 1870- 1907)Saturday 16 November 18p8L4 that hewas insolvent as
follows:

flfAmbrose Johnson, of Warregah Island, Clarence River, survegag of sequestration : Insolvent

has been sued by the Australian Alliance Insurance Company as a surety for money alleged to have
been advanced eleven years ago in Victoria to one Frederick A. Newton, which liability insolvent
disputes, and has takenfelece to the action which he isable to prosecute for want of means. The
amount is £112. The only other creditor is Edward Arnold who, in January, 1877, obtained a verdict
for £50 damages besides costs, at the Grafton District Court before Judge Mbuirtbet Supreme

Court sitting in Banco unanimously set aside that verdict and granted a new trial. This action was
again tried at Grafton before Judge Meymott in July last, when a verdlot for £200 damages, with
costs, was dhined. Insolvent, inik affidavit, maintains and says he is advised that the verdict is bad
in law. Liabilities, £312, ofvhich£200 is secureda s s et s, A10. o

A rather elaborate advertisement in the Australian Town and Country Journal (Sy&vey]1870-
1907)Saturday 14 May 1884 40 shows Ambrose is still working in the mining surveyor area. He
has been engaged on a private commission.

The advertisement is the Prospectus of the Comstock Gold and Silver Mines Company, Gurnie Creek,
Upper Murray District, NSW. The company was segladditional capital to purchase machinery for
the extraction of gold and silver.

iThe property has been rnewmmnpailypMiiing Engiecerareld on b eh
SurveyorMr. Ambrose Johnson, who holds diplomas from the Governmemerohark, Victoria,
and New Sout Wales, whose reportinextersen d pl an can al so be had on &

Ambrose continues to be involved in the mining industry and finds himself at PovertyriRothtof
Euchuca, NSW) as we see in fBlarence anédRichmond Examiner and New England Advertiser
(Grafton, NSW: 1859- 1889 Saturday 19 August 18828,

The following is taken from the annual report the Department of Mines of New South Wales for the
year 1881.

fiFrom Mr. Warden Graham's report we extract the followird:Poverty Point, extensive works are

still being carried on by the Surface Hill Sluicing Company, under the supervision ihidrose
Johnson. The works consist of dams, reservoirs, and races, toabtdfitient supply of water for
hydraulic sluicing. | am informed the compamgve expended over £000 in preliminary works.

For a short period when water was available a trial was made and a quantity of dirt put through; the
result was most satisfacyo showing a large profit over working expenses. | regret that, | have not
lately had an opportunity of visiting this interesting mine, and, being able to report more fully on the
progress of the works; but I am informed by. NMwhnson that sluicing wirobably commence in

two to three months. The works consist of nearly 10 miles of races, a considerable amount of fluming,
some of it over 60 feet gih and a tunnel 60 chains lonigrough a spurange. The tunnel was a work

of great magnitude, as hard dte rock had to be contended with.
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The works at Poverty Point alone, if the result of the sluicing comes near the expectation based on
trials, will give a great impetus to mining. The land held by the company will take many years to work
out, in fact itis impossible to arrive at an estimate of the extent of thelggdding granite; the ranges

of mountains in the neighborhood, and probably miles of country, will yield payable gold under the
process of hydraulic sluicing. As | have before reported thikig@ontained in the granite, and a

large proportion of the rock is rotten, and can be cut down with the hydraulic; the hard granite,
contains the same average of gold, but it is a question whether it will pay for crushing. | have no
doubt but if this conpany succeed, other mines in the vicinity will be started, as the belt ef gold
bearing granite is known to extend a considerable distance; the greabdchvisthe want of water,
which can only be overcome by the expenditure

An applicationto mine coppr on the Wellington (between &rge and Dubbo, NSW) is received by
the Department of Mines NSW from Ambrose and another person, James Fletcher, Jun. as advertised
in theAustralian Town and Country Journal (Sydmé¢$\W:1870- 1907)Saturday 2May, 1884p 8

fiDate of application. April 23, 1884 ; name James Fletcher, jun; description of land applied for, upon
and under portion of the Permanent Common, county of Wellington, parish of Wellington; extent, 40
acres; purpose for which land is to hs®d, to mine for copper.

Date of application, April 23, 1884; name, Ambrose Johnson ; description or land applied for, upon
and under portion of the Permanent Common, county of Wellington, parish of Wellington; extent, 40
acres; purpose for whichlandest ho used, to mine for copper.o

It is not possible to determine whether Ambrose was in partnership with Fletcher or whether they
were applying in competition. The outcome is not available.

Ambrose moves to Sunny Corner in NSW and we pick up his trail&3¢. Sunny Corner is located
west of Lithgow and east of Bathurst in NSW. To get a feel for this new and vibrant mining town at
the time Ambrose arrived the following article was in the Australian Town and Country Journal
(Sydney NSW: 1870- 1907)Saturcy 11 Octoberl884p 24

fiThe Miner, Silver Mining at Sunny Corner and Mitchell's Creek.

THE most convenient method of reaching Sunny Corner from Sydney is to proceed by train to Rydal
whence the mail cart runs to the new township. A waggonette also leaves about every second day
starting from Mr. T. J. Moore's Royal Hotel, Rydal distance babwut 17 miles. From Bathurst

mines are readied by means of Messrs. Cobb Co.'s coaches, a distance of 25 miles. From Rydal the
road is very good for the first nine miles, passing through Mount Lambi and Meadow Flat, the 1and
on either side in the valleymeing well cultivated, oats occupying the largest area; several small
orchards are also noticeable on the line of route. The latter part of the journey is over a bush track,
which the greatly increased traffic of latthe generality of the teams passiging very heavily

laden with timber, coke, lime, &c, for the various works now being carried on has cut up the way
considerably, and in wet weather it must be very heavy.

At this time of the year the scenery is much enlivened by the large quantitiagtleflveheld on

either side. The first indications of the infant township at Sunny Corner are the corner pegs and
trenches cut by the miners to reserve town allotments at intervals of 66ft, fronting what will be the
main road. After having passed a numbiethese a tent or two appears. Here workmen are busily
engaged putting up the frameworks of dwellings and stores.

In what will probably be the centre of the town two hotels are near completion and at various points
around are a few rough stores comprisirigakery, two butchers, and two produce stores. Large
sawmills are shortly to be erected in the vicinityhe town, and tenders witbng be called for the
erection of a post and telegraph office and police station.
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In consequence of the clause of Mi@ing Act requiring improvements to the value of £10 to be

made on the various selections before expiration of 28 days, the whole scene is of bustling activity,
the miners, after finishing their daily toil, devoting all their spare energies to the ereictiarious

style dwellinghouses, from the humble and primitive shanty to the more pretentious modern
galvanized iron hut. The great majority of the inhabitants still, so to speak, camping out, and clearing
is being actively carried on around the newriship, which is, if we may believe rumour, to be called
Mitchell and commences one mile east of Mitchell's Creek.

The one great drawback to the township will probably be the want of water. The Black Springs in the
vicinity are said to become dry in sumntiene which would necessitate water being brought from
Mitchell's Creek.

The only hotel accommodati on procurable at the t
about a mile and a half from Sunny Corner. Mitchell's Creek, the scene of tr@dldish, is

picturesquely situated in a winding valley, steep hills rising abruptly on all sides. The township is an
exceedingly small one, consisting of a church, public school, two stores, post office, and three or four
houses in the immediate vicinitfhe hotel is at some distance, being hidden by a turn of the road.

Everywhere by the road and on the adjacent hills, are evidences of the rush that took place there years
back; the whole bed of the creek being turned over, and some of the ridgeogihetely

honeycombed with shafts and drives. Reefing is still being carried on with fair result, but the
prevailing craze is silver mining; in fact, all the likely country around where deposit of the precious
metal are supposed to exist has hurriedlynialfg, and a vast area has been leased for purely
speculative purposes. The best view obtainable of the 4ibaming region is from summit of the hill
overlooking the Sunny Corner mine. Here the whole country lies spread out before the gaze of the
onlooke in one immense panorama; two chains of hills running parallel, with a deep valley
intervening, stretch miles away into the far distance; and in the commencement of this valley, and on
the slope of the hilside, is situated the now famous Sunny Corrancfrom whence the silver ore is
being extracted in such large quantities. It was first worked as an alluvial claim fengoid by a

party some 17 years back, but owing to the absence of water operations couldaamhjeldeon
during wet weatheré

The nearest silver mine to the township is Tonki
Sunny Corner on the south, and is the furthest point south where payable ore has been struck. The

mine is worked from an aditunne), and the lode was struek 130ft. The miners are 12ft into the

lode, and not yet through it. The manager is Mr. Ambrose Johnson, J.P., a gentle man possessing
considerable mdoning experienceé.

The articlegoes on talescribe the many other mining companies operatirigg area.

The entire Sunny Corner/Mitchell area proved to be very rich. The newspaper of the above article
concluded the article by writingi ¢ dur i ng this short run (of the f
containing no less than 73540z of gold and silverpthei nci pal porti on being si

As reported in théustralian Town and Country Journal (Sydm¢$W: 1870- 1907 Saturday 29
Novembey1884p 42 Ambrose is very keen to see Sunny Corner prosfeehecame involved in the
Progress Committee;

fiSunny CornerNovember 24. (1884rogress Committee A large public meeting was ltkat

Varley's Hotel on Saturday, having for its object the formation of a progress committee. Ambrose
Johnson, Esq., J.P., presided, and resolutions to that effect were submitted to, and unanimously
approved by the meeting. A number of the principatessis of the town and district were then
nominated and duly elected to form the committee, amongst others being A.J¢sictarP.,

Messrs George, William, and John Hurley, Bulkeley, Pasker, Varley, Harper, Crowley, Purhase, &c.
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Early photo of th&Sunny Corner silver and
gold mining area.

On the 29 April, 1885 Ambrose attends the wedding of his only, $oitz, to Phoebe Marks at Tirzah,
Tweed River. The advertisement wad'tme Sydney Morning Herald (NSW: 1842954 Tuesday
28 April, 1885p 1;

AJOHNSON) MARKS.d April 2, at the residence of the bride's parents, by the Rev. J. A. R.
Brotchie, M.A., Fritz Borregardonly son of Ambrose Johnson, surveyor, late of Denmark,
to Phoebe, daughter of William Marks, Tirzah, Tweed River.

Pedigree of Fitz and Phoebe Johnson

AmbroseJohnsonMargheritaLarson William Marks/lsabellaE M Gray
Fritz Johnson Phoebe Marks
Ruby IsabellaM Burton Borregard(e) Keith William

Ambrose continues as chairman of the Sunny Corner Progress Committee as reported in the Bathurst
Free Press and Mining Journal (NSW : 183904 Wednesday 27 May 18852, Mifi Cox, of the
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Technical College delivered a lecture'daeology;' in Mr. Weinert's, Victoria , Hall, druesday
evening; to a fairly large and appreciative audience. Mr. Ambrose Johnson, J.P., occupied ¢he chair.

Ambrose becomes embroiled in stickung for the local businesses in Sunny Corner. He writes to the
editor of The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW: 184954 Saturday 5 Septemher885p 9
compl aining about the governmentods selection

fiPost Office at Sunny Cornéfo the Editor of the Herald.

Sir,d It is reported here that the Government are arranging, or have arranged, with theirdet firm
Messrs. Hudson Brothers and Co., Liméedhereby the new post and telegraph offices are to be
erected in the timber yard occugim this town by the aforenamed firm. If the report is true, it is time
the public should be acquainted with the injustice of such proceedings, and the Government learn that
such practices cannot be done with impunity. There is ho necessity for the i@entto place
themselves under any compliment to this firm, as there are plenty of sections equally as well, and
better situated than these under notice, belonging to the Crown; and if they still prefer other ground
than the Crown's, let them do as anyeothusiness people have tadbuy the land that they

consider better adapt@dut not to perpetrate the injustice to our fellow and respected townsman,
who has so long afforded them accommodation, and insult the good sense and business ideas of all
businessnen in the place by taking the offices from the store (the present position) to another store
not so well situated, without the residents either being consulted in the matter, or any official
publication being made until all is finally settieds in the ase of the Sydney water supply.

This is written in the hope it will appear in your columns in time for the Government to reconsider the
guestion before committing themselves to an act repugnant to the common sense of all
straightforward and justie®ving men. Signed by requegmbrose Johnsqrl.P Mitchell, Sunny

Corner. Septemberd.

The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW: 1842954)Saturday 5 Septemhei885p 13the editor writes
back to Ambrose and rebukes his assertions.

fiwith reference to the letter of Mr. Ambrose Johnson, which appears elsewhere, it would seem from
inquiries which we have caused to be made, that the subject of establishing a new post and telegraph
office at Mitchell, Sunny Corner, has received very much denation on the part of the authorities,

who without calling for offers of suitable sites or premiss®ived a goodly number. Thefk of

the post and telegraph office has hither to been conducted by Mr. Buckley but in consequence it is
said, of the oftial work extending and his own business increasiegecently intimated that he

could not continue to act in the capacity of post and telegraph master, and accordingly sent in his
resignation. The Government then appointed Mr. Tomkinson, of Carmtie vacancy, and about

the same time it received a number of offers of sites tor premises to be used for postal and telegraphic
purposes. Among these offerasone from Messr. Hudson Brothers' Company, Limited, another

from Mr. Tonkin, of Bathurst and third from, Mr. Buckley. Those from Hudson Brothers and Mr.
Tonkin were submitted to Mr. Inspector Watson, of the Telegraph Department, for him to report upon.
Messr. Hudson Brothers offered to erect a certain description of weatherboard cottageh gllavts

were submitted, for the Government, and to lease it and the land whereon it will stand at 35s per
week for two years with the option of purchase at the end of that period. Mr. Tonkin's offer was of a
similar nature; but his terms were that hewdt receive £125 for 12 or 15 months, or a rental for

three or four years of £70 a year. Mr. Watson reported that both sites were centrally situated and
suitable. The Government having considered this report finally decided to accept the offer of Hudson
Brothers, and so the matter stands.

Ambrose was a keen participant in politics even to the point of trying to get a local elected. As noted
in theEvening News (SydneWWSW: 1869- 1931) Thursday 22 Octobet885p 8 he wrote detter
imploring a JohrShepherd to stand for parliament.
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fiThe Electorate of East Macquarie JohnShepherdEsq., of Yetholme and Sydney.

Dear Sir,d Understanding that a vacancy in the representation of the Electorate will occur,
consequent upon the absence fromciienyof New South Wales of Edard Combes, Esg. C.M.G,

we request that you will allow yourself to be nominated as a Candidate for the Electorate, and will do
our best to secure your return. We remain, Yours respectfutiprose Johnsqr.P. (And here

follow 620 other, signatures)

John Shepherd replied to the letter explaining why he was unable to accept the kind nowniigiation
added extra notes to score political points. His
Evening News.

ffAmbroseJomson, Esq, J.P. and the others signing the Requisi@Bamtlemen; In response to your
largely signed Requisition, | beg to announce to my fellow electors that | am a Candidate for one of
the seats now vacantingdh El ect orate of East Macquarie. o

Ambrose in his rolas member of the Sunny Corner Progress Committee invited a speaker to address
the packed hall in Sunny Corner. Reportediie Sydney Morning Herald (NSW: 1842954)
Wednesday 31 August887p 1Q

fiMr. JP.T. Caulfield delivered arddress in the Carrington Hall, Sunny Corner, last night, and about
300 people assembled. Mr. James Crossley, the chairman of the progress committee, presided, and
Messrs. John Dobbie, J.P., and Ambrose Johnson, J.P., occupied seats on the platfornifiditt. Cau
spoke for over two hours, during which time he strongly advocated protection and prophesized it
would be the law of the land within two yeadrs.

Ambrose becomes a director dfhe AustralianBand andAlbion Gold-mining Companyat Sunny
Corner.The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW: 18421954 Wednesday 11 Julyt888p 13ran an
advertisement for the companyé6és prospectus;

fiThe AustralianBand andAlbion Gold-mining CompanySunny CorneBig Hill. To be Registered
under the No Liability Act.

CAPITAL: £48,000, in 48,000 SHARES of £1 EACH. 24,000 SHARES are Issued to the Proprietors
as paid up to 10s each. 18,000 SHARES have been alloted to the Public on the following terms, viz.:
Is on application, and is on allotment. Calls not to exceed Is1path.

Directors: John ShepherdEsq., J.P., Mbrose Johnsorksq., J.P.,amesDickie, Esq., ®bertSands
Esq., dhnFalconer Esq

This company is formed for the purpose of purchasing and working 34 acres of mineral lands, situate
in the parish ofCastleton, county of Roxburgh, inthe Mich | ' s Cr eek gol dfi el d di

The property is well known as having been (and still is) worked with profit. The present proprietors
requiring no money outside of their paid up shares (to 10s), the wholembtteeds from sale of

shares will be expended in the purchase and erection of efficient crushing plant and other machinery,
building dams, and the proper development of the mine.

Extensive work has been already performed by the proprietors as will bie@sadhe reports
herewith, which show that, with the erection of suitable machinery, for which purpose the present
company is being now formed, it will prove a dividgualying venture from the very start.
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The following reports, from such well known priael authorities as Mr. M'Donald, mining manager
and late proprietor of Mount M'Donald Mine, and Captain Ambrose Johnson, J.P., late Mining
Surveyor to the Board of Science and the Department of Mines, Victoria, will show the very high
opinion they possess this valuable property.

This mine is most favourably situated, for inspection by shatders and directors, being situated on
thewell-known Big Hill, West Mitchell, one mile west of Sunny Corner mine and only 14 miles from
Rydal, with daily caches to and from, and Rydal being only 120 miles from Sydney by rail, visitors
leaving by mail train at night, can be on the mine early the following motning.

Foll owing this information are two reports from
Jomson. Both lavish praise on the richness of the mine and the resources available to the miners.

Ambrose hd been on théorrow to finance his ventures amder reachd himself. Inthe Australian
Town and Country Journal (SydnB{gW: 1870- 1907)Saturday28 Decemberl889p 1under
heading of Sequestrations on Petition of Debtors No. 1928 Ambrose Johnson of Sunny Corner
Ambrose is bankrupt.

The court hearing reported in tBathurst Free Press and Mining Journal (NSW: 1:88104)
Saturday 8 Februarg890p 2g i v e s t Hhrethe caseao$ Ambrosiofinson, of Sunny Cornér
Mr. Webb appeared for bankrupt, who attributed his hagstky to pressure of creditor, Mr. John
Shepherd. o

Even with bankruptcy hanging over him Ambrose continues in his rdlestise of the Peace. He is
called to a hearing about the death of a local jockey as reporté iBydney Morning Herald
(NSW: 1842- 1954)Wednesday 28 May.890p §,

fiSudden death of a Jockey Sunny Corfleresday.

A young man named George Swan, regjdit Lithgow, and a jockey by profession, died on the

Sunny Corner racecourse yesterday afternoon. The deceased was mounted on Marangaroo, and had
just completed a canter prior to the start of the race when he was observed to fall from the horse, and
on keing picked up life was found extinct. A magisterial inquiry was held by Mr. Ambrose Johnson,
J.P., teday, at Tattersall's Hotel, when, from the medical testimony given, a verdict of death from
syncope was returned.

The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW: 1842954)Saturday 24 Septembd890p 7reported the
final i sing of Ambroseds bankruptcy.

Ambrose is not domwith mining as yet. He decidéal seek gold and silver in the Dark Corner fields.
An advertisemenin theBathurstFree Press and Mining JourBISW: 1851- 1904)Friday 3 Jung
1892p 2;from the Department of Mines grants permission for mining activities at Dark Corner.

fiSydney, 31st May. Sify | am directed by the Secretary for Mines and Agriculture to inform you
that, on the recommendatiohtbe Prospecting Board, the following grants have been made in the
Sunny Corner division of the East Macquarie electoratebrose Johnsqiark Corner, West

Mitchell, to sink a 6 x 3 shaft near S.E. boundary of Homeward Bound St. George Reef tod depth
200ft at 20s per foot to 100, 25s per foot from 100 tq 480 30s per foot from 150 tOQAf, also

drive or crosscut at 100ft level 100ft 20s per foot, and at the 200ft level 100ft at 25s @er foot.

This is the last we lz& of Ambrose in life. Helied cn 15" August,1895 in Bathurst at the age of 75.
According to his Death Certificate he had a heartdition, \alvular (s any disease process involving
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one or more of the four valves of the hedd) several monthsHis remains are interred ihe
Church of England section Bathurst Cemetery.

Margherita lived on at North Arm of the Tweed, Murwillumb#iwould be likely that shevied

with Fritz and his wife Phoeles they owned property in Dunbible which is near to Murwillumbabh.
She died inl905 and is buried ithe Murwillumbah Cemetery.

Eie 25.12.1920 4 months
'j:gg:ismsm Robert Augustus 8.4.1930 67 years

Ifred T -
fAY dosers & 4.3.1926 16 days
Ly j::;eﬁa-lr‘:?: 13.10.1930 4 years
Madeline Joyce 7.7.1920 4 years
Jane 20.4.1930 89 years
g William Edward 18.6.1333 2(9) years
20.7.1 years
g :aar:yna.lhean 8.10.1931 lg hours
Mar 22,4.1910 years
I E:;dezggga Y 5.8.1937 84 years
JOHANSEN Mary Jane 22.9.1923 65 years
i Qawh i S prer iR Honour Board at the Murwillumbah Cemetery
N nnie 6. \
T Charles 9-5-1328 AN entrance shows Margherita C.B. Johnson d 6.9.190
i .10.1 w : 1
g:::rtydla 1i0.7.1926 13 hours aged 84 years. Note also her grandson Keith Williar]
Edwin Hill 2.12.1942" 84 years
Elizabeth Emily = 14.11.1923 '38 years Johnson. Photo by D.J. Johnson
Frederick Thomas 25.8.1919 45 years
George 28.11.1906 716 days
Harold 5.6.1927 1 hour
Isaac 8.6.1929 78 years
Janie Frederica 27.8.1922 13 years
John Keith 21.2.1928 8 hours
Keith William 19.9.1913 18 years
Margherita C.B. 6.9.1905 84 years
Nina Rosalie 21.2.1924 57 years
Noel Edward 23.5.1931 15 hours
Olaf 25.8.1907 63 years
Robert 22.6.1912 2 days
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Chapter 2

Fritz is 29 male from L back; Phoebe is middle row witark hat.

FRITZ BORREGARD JOHNSON

1858¢ 1941
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Ambrose. Whereas Ambrose was traceable through newspaper articles, letters and shire
records, Fritz seemed to live a quieter life. Nevertheless he still figuvedrntly in the
civic life of the communities he resided in.

Fritz Borregard Johnson is somewhat of an enigma in comparison to his more famous father

His story is pieced together from documents and newspaper articles together with prominent historical
happenings of the times. As the author | have taken some liberties in writing this booklet

The Fritz story starts well before he was born but explains how he came to be born in the Hepburn
District near Daylesford, Victoria in 1858.

The family were from Denmark where his mother, who had the delightful namargherita

Charlotta Blanchefl@ nee Larsen, met and married his father Ambrose Johnson. The marriage took
place on # March 1847 and they were soon blessed with a baby daughter, Bertha Fritzena, 15orn on 1
January 1848.

Ambrose was a highly educated and ambitious man who hadiedag a mining surveyor
(engineer). He was also fluent in three languages, Danish, German and English.

At this time there was much unrest in and arouno

Ambrose decided to emigrate to the United Statéswdrica. The family arrived in New York in

1851 and made their way to the goldfields in Georgia. Here Ambrose was able to attain a job as a
mining surveyor. The fields had been rich alluvial but this had played out and deep mining was now
the go.

The Calfornian Gold Rushes were just at the beginning of winning fortunes for the prospectors
willing to venture there. Many of the Georgian miners did this leaving behind companies to drill
deeper into the auriferous bedrock.

By February 1855 Ambrose was loogifor newer challenges and has heard about the goldrushes in
Australia. He is drawn to one particular area called the Jim Crow Diggings near Daylesford in
Victoria.

The family returned to New York arriving in the city early February 1855. Ambrose wamdinld a
passage to Australia on the ship Tartar. He booked for the three of them and towards the end of
February all was in readiness for them to embark on their new venture. One would assume they sailed
south around the Horn, across the Pacific andeatiin Port Melbourne early July 1855. The four

months at sea would have been a trial in itself.

They disembarked in one of the busiest ports in the World at the time due to the thousands who were
flocking to the goldfield around Bendigo and Ballarat. #ose would have bought three tickets on

the Cobb and Co coach that was headed for the Jim Crow Diggings out near the small town of
Daylesford.

They arrived at the diggings and set themselves up on the Racecourse which was in the middle of the
diggings stetching from Sailed F al | s sbHats. AmEgsenset mbbut becoming a prospector
and panning for the elusive gold specks. Water was one of their main problems especially in the dry
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season. Major sluicing canals were made and even the ingenthiyminers saw some blast a tunnel
through solid basalt to change the course of the creeks. The hole became known as the Blow Hole.

After three years Ambrose decided to show his credentials to the locals and he was soon given the job
as Mining Surveyor for the Hepburn District. This entailed checking on all the mining activities and
the miners in higurisdiction

Margheritaand Bertla battled on under trying conditions throughout this period of fiutaegherita
finds she has fallen pregnant and she has a baby boy she calls Fritz Borregard.

The Birth Certificate is difficult to follow as the surname is Jensen and mother is regastdtiectr
Blanch. This makes it difficult to access and to read. The problem could have been a language
difference between mother and the Register. The Register tried to write what he was hearing as
phonetically as possible. It is assumed that Ambrosenataavailable at that time as he was fluent in
English.

On 7" February 1859 the family is living on the Old Racecourse near Hepburn Springs. In the same
month Ambrose petitions the Governor of Victoria for Naturalisation. This is duly granted and so the
Danish Johnsons become true blue Aussies.

On May 3 at the age o#0, Ambrose andviargheritahave a second son. This little one was born at
Shepherdés Fl ats where they must have moved to a
shows him asinnamed and at first glance gives the belief that he was still born. This is not the case
although his future is cut short. The new son is nhamed Ambrose after his obviously proud father.

Sometime in the early 1860s the family moves into new residefc€amp Street in Daylesford.
Ambrose has obviously been earning good money from his job and possibly from his fossicking. The
house is made of red brick and outside there are
the other corner with Hill Stiet Ambrose owns the property for agisting his horses and other animals.
Margheritaand Bertha must have been extremely pleased with this more permanent situation.

Over the decade of the 1860s Ambrose becomdxadled in many situations. i the constant

comings and goings of their father the boys would have looked to the stability of family life provided
by Margheritaand Bertha. Their education and socialization would have fallen to the two ladies. No
doubt the boys would have run care free and extitgether through the diggings. Their adventures
taking them up Wombat Hill, which at this time was denude of all vegetation, and down along the
creeks to Wombat Flats (now Daylesford Lake). The daily hustle and bustle would have kept them
amused and theftierent languages shouted across tleadhey roamed would have been confusing

All seemed to be wonderful to Fritz and by the time he was 9 years old he would have believed he
lived in the best place on earth. All was about to change with two homidicraumatic incidences.
These would have changed his |ife forever as wel

On Sunday, 30June, 1867 four small boys were playing outside their houses on the other side of
Daylesford to where the Johnson family lived. Their attentvas taken by a few stray goats moving
on the hillside. They made a split decision to go goat hunting. The group consisted of William
Graham aged 6, #iittle brother Thomas aged 4 atheir mate Alfred Burmaraged 5 The fourth

child had disagreed with their thinking and had turned back after a short distance. The other three
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trudged on and even after being warned twice about becoming lost they ignored the pleas and
assistance of help. They then disappeared.

The paents and police searched into Sunday night and then by sunlight on Monday the whole of
Daylesford and surrounding areas had been alerted. Search parties combed the area where they were
last seen and aboriginal trackers were brought in. Nothing was foandaRe matters worse the

weather had turned bitterly cold and wet on the Sunday night and into the next days.

Ambrose was a part of the search party even offering a reward to anyone who found the children,
dead or alive. His gesture was to try to offelirrcentive to those who could not normally take time
off from their busy days.

At home Fritz and his siblings would have been a grilling about wandering away without telling
mother and father where you were headed. They would have been watch by copasrnedand
their play antics curtailed. The uncertainty pushed into days and then weeks causing continuous
anxiety for all. It would have been a sad and harrowing period for Daylesford popuFatioities
would have been stressing the importance ofirsgaygether and loving each other because life can
be so easily taken away. How prophetic this was would soon #iardohnson family and espetyal
Fritz.

Three months later on #46eptember, 1867 a dog returned home to its master, McKay, carrying a
small boot with a portion of a foot in it. A search party was formed and soon after two little bodies
were found inside the hollow of a tree. The third and oldest child had also died there but the
scavengers had pulled him out.

A huge funeral was held amdheadstone erected from the donations that were given by Ambrose and
other townspeopléNo doubt Ambrose anillargheritawould have attended along with Bertha, Fritz

and Ambrose Junior. The lessons to be learnt would have been diuniméie children fomany

montls to come.

The importance of familyral loving each other flooddshck to Fritz and the others at the end of June
1869. Ambrose Junior began to complain of a sore throat and feeling unwell. He was sent to bed but
his condition became worse asal the local doctor was called early July. His diagnosis shocked the
close knit Johnson family. Ambrose Junior had contacted Diphtheria and there was no known cure.

Slowly life ebbed out of the frail littlboy and it must have brokeniFt z 6 s hlésédrotherdnd s e e
playmate looking so forlorn. On thé& 8uly, 1869 he passed away. His funeral was held the next day
and his body interred in the Daylesford Cemetery.

By now Ambrose was becoming disenchanted with Daylesford. He had made enemies, been in
numerous court cases, bought and sold land and businesses. He had lost one of his precious sons. It
was time to move on. He puts all his possessions, residence and land up for auction and leaves for the
Clarence River area. He takes his family with him @nad would have been a long and intriguing trip

for Fritz and the others.

Fritz would have been delighted with the area that his father had chosen to settle in. More so Ambrose
andMargheritaas the Clarence River looked very similar to their native eknAmbrose brought
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several blocks on the Wagah IslandThis island is flat and fertile and surrounded by the Clarence
River. Every year floods sweep down bringing alluvial soils that enrich the farmlands.

Fritz is now a teenager and looking despyafior a vocation. Ambrose who is not an overly keen
farmer preferring to supervise starts to give Fritz more scope to learn farming. Fritz takes the
opportunities and is soon fully involved.

Ambrose is more interested in becoming a local J.P. or maigisHe spends some time at Grafton
where he at times employs Fritz to help him with investigations.

One of these investigations was for a Magisterial Enquiry helc®®&yo8ember, 1877 into the
drowning of a man in a local dam. Fritz was called as mesg. He affirmed that the deceased had
been seen alive on the™B@ctober 1877 but was in a depressed state of mind. On open finding was
arrived at as Ambrose could not ascertain with certainty how the drowning had occurred.

Ambrose haa falling out wth a ploughman he had employed. According to Ambrose they had

settled on a contract for the ploughman to work for 12 months whereas the ploughman believed they
settled on one monthdés notice. The ploughman gav
the courts. He arranged for a warrant so that the local policeman could arrest the ploughman.

Fritz becomes involved as his father asked him to pick up the warrant and take it to the police so they
could execute it. The magistrate refused to allowzFaittake the warrant telling him he would only
release it to his father. Ambrose sets off and accomplishes the task and the police constable arrested
the ploughman and incarcerates him in the Grafton gaol. The ploughman then sues Ambrose for
malicious prgecution, wins and Ambrose has to pay him £150. This was no doubt a very good lesson
for Fritz to learn if he was going into a business such as dairy farming.

Fritz continues to operate the Warregah Island farms while his father goes back into minjng. The
separate at this point. Fritz is found again in later years farming at Dunbible near Murwillumbah. He
has sold his interest in the Warregah Island land and moved further north.

The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW: 1842954)Tuesday 17 November 1903 list the
Magistrates who have been given commissions. Fritz Borregard has been appointed to the Condong
area.

Not far from his promising dairy farm at Dunbible, lived a large family called Marks. The head of the
family is William, an Irishman from Ballyraan, Londonderry and his wife is Isabella Eliza Mackay
(nee Gray) from Armagh, Ireland. They have a large family all born in Australia. There are 12
children and only two are sons.

It must have been intriguing for Fritz to find himsedixt to a bevy of yang ladies all around his age
or younger. With so many to choose from we will always wonder why he selected Phoebe. She was
the 7" child in the family having been born on"lMarch 1863. She was 5 years junior to Fritz.

William was intent on making serthat the joining of his daughter to Fritz Johnson was remembered

in the communityThe Sydney Morning Herald (NSW: 1842954)Tuesday 28 April 1885 carried
the following notice:
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AIOHNSON MARKS.d April 2, at the residence of the bride's parents, by the Rev. J. A. R.
Brotchie, M.A., Fritz Borregardnly son of Ambrose Johnsorsurveyor, late of Denmark, to
Phoebe, daughter of William Mar ks, Tirzah, Tweed

The first born tdritz and Phoebe came along later that year and was a daughter they named Ruby
IsabellaMargherita

The birth of the first son to Fritz and Phoebe is announced in The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW:

1842- 1954)Friday 3 June 189ZiJOHNSONS May 9, at Lithgowthe wife of Fritz Borregard

J ohns on, Theyfnaneed teedr son Burton Borregard Johnson although the Birth Certificate
(overleaf) registered the name as Burton Borngar
Borngard spelling. The Certificatesallists Fritz as a Council Clerk.

In 1894 the family grew by one more when Keith William was born. His story is further on in the
chapter.

In 1895 Fritz is given the news that his dear father is suffering from heart problems. A few months

later Ambrosepn 15" August,died from valvular disease. Fritz and the other family members attend

his funeral in Bathurst. They lay him to rest in the Anglican section of the Bathurst Cemetery. Those

big AAussied shoulders are no | onger there to | e

The Brisbane&Courier (QIld 1864- 1933)Wednesday 24 September 1902 carried the news that the
Murwillumbah Shire had acceptecetbid of £10 from F.BJohnston [sichs the Shirevaluator. This
would entail Friz valuing each parcel of land for the purpose of rates.

Fri t z 0 s -indawevasMAliam Rogers Isaacs (married to Bertha) and he was involved in the
management of the Congong Sugar Refinery for many years. The Northern Star (Lismore, NSW:
1876- 1954)Wednesday 2 November 1964rried an obituary to himnder the heading:

fi BATH OF MR. W. R. ISAACS. Mr. W. R. Isaacs died on the Tweed River on Sunday last, at the
age of 69 years. The late Mr. Isaacs was a son of the late Mr. Robert Mackintosh Isaacs;&arrister
Law, and who at one time was Attorn@gneral of N.S.W. He was also a brother of Mr. Frank

Isaacs, S.M., of Sydney. For a great many years Mr. Isaacs had been in the employ of the C.S.R.
Company as cane Inspector at Chatsworth, and when the Company decided on opening a mill on the
Tweed, Mr. Isacs was entrusted with the selection of a site for a mill and the management of same.
This was 26 years ago last January, and Mr. Isaacs successfully pioneered the Condong mill and the
industry on the Tweed to the flourishing positions they occupy todayetited from management of
Condong mill a couple of years back, and went to reside on his holding at Middle Arm, which he
recently dis posed of and went to live with his family on the North Arm. He leaves a widow and five
grown up sons. o0

More sad newsrgets Fritz in 1905 when his beloved mothrgheritapasses away at North Arm of
the Tweed. Her funeral is held at Murwillumbah and sheimtagred in the old cemetergAuthor

note: this cemetery has since fallen into disrepair so all headstoneemeredand the area made
into a lawnpark. A memorial has been placed at the old entry with the names of all buried there.)

Under the headingtn the Tweed River District a Veritabkairyland the reporter from the
Australian Town and Country Journal (Sydney, NSW : 1:87807)Wednesday 30 August 1905
mentions the district and its resources. At one point he adds:
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Blancheflora Johnson and her grandson Keith William Johnson. Photo taken b)
A.W. Buirchell

AfiThen we have the cottage hospital, prettily cotl
and stands free of debt. Additions amng made to the building costing a further sum of £250.

Financially, the Institution is in a sound condition, and at the present time there is a credit balance of

over £500. It is evident that the committee are [sic] discharging their duties in a tisfatay

manner, whilst the matron, Miss Rose E. Stuart, has the general welfare of her patients at heart. The
committee of management aferesident, Mr. W. S. Arnott; viegresidents, Messrs. A. A. Loder and

P. Street; committee, Rev. J. Keith Wils&®v. Father Dalton, Messrs. T. Campbell. R. Campbell, E.

H. Johnson, A. Ness, P. Smith, J. B. Newman, R. C. Ewing, and F. B. Johnson; hon. treasurer, Mr. J.
Poole; hon. sec., Mr. S. C. Steel; medical officers, Drs. Goldsmid, Bell, and Hart; matron, s&ss Ro

K. Stuart. o

Here we identify Fritz doing his bit for the community of Murwillumbah by taking on the Hospital
Board treasurerd6s position.

Anot her example of the Johnson familyds benevol e
186471 1933 Saturdayll November 1906nder the headingTWEED.COTTAGE HOSPITAL
MURWILLUMBAH (N.S.W.), Nov. 10.-At the Tweed show yesterday Nurse Graham, Miss

Johnson, and Mr. F. B. Johnson collected £14 5s 6d for the Tweed Cottage Hospital funds.

Fritz and daughter Ruby habeen busy at the local show collecting funds on behalf of the hospital. A
rather princely sum was added to the hospital bank account.

Ruby falls in love with Francis John Eagisoll Holt.He is the son d#Villiam Harvey Holt. Holt
senior wa the owner o& huge cattle station called Glenprairie situated between Gladstone and
Rockhampton. There are 8 children in the family 5 boys and 3 girls.

Fritz becomes involved with the Tweed Caledonian Society and takes the secretary job in 1905. The

Caledonian Soctg is a group that celebrate th&ottish heritage through various activities. One of
the biggest is the Gathering which is like the Scottish Games.
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Fritz spent most of 1905 organising and promoting the Caledonian Society Gathering. This was held
at the Murwillumbah Show grounds on Mondaf 2anuary 1906. No doubt Phoebe, Ruby, Burton
and Keith would have been involved in the initial organising and on the day itself.

It was the sixth annual gathering and created great excitement in Murwillumbateanuirtunding

Tweed Valley area. The morning started rather muggy with a high humidity. Over 1000 people had
entered the showgrounds and more were expected i
storm broke over the district and very heavp tambled down. A number of events scheduled for

later had to be abandoned.

The Sydney Morning Herald (NSW: 1842954)Monday 19 November 1906 noted that the new
Caledonian Society committee had been elected with F.B. Johnson as Secretary.

TheBrisbane Courier (Qld: 18641933)Monday 24 September, 1906 shows the returning office
nominees. Among the names we find F.B. Johnson.

The Brisbane Courier (Qld: 1864.933)Saturday 24 August, 1907At the last meeting of the

Tweed Shire Council, M. B. Johnson (valuer) submitted his valuation of shire properties, which

was adopted. The shire has an area of 208,204 acres. The unimproved capital value is £553,922, the
improved capital value £1,303,756, and the assessed annual value £85,923 td@rhef staiking a

rate will be considered at next meeting. The Finance Committee baggested that a levy of one

and halfpenny in the A should be made. o

The Brisbane Courier (Qld: 1864.933)Tuesday 19 February 1907 reports that F.B. Johnson has
beenelected onto the Tweed Cottage Hospital Board for the year.

In 1908 Fritz becomes a happy fatietaw to Francis Holt when Ruby marries. The wedding is one
for the district to behold as it is described in Megthern Star (Lismore, NSW: 1878954)Monday
16 March 1908:

A" WEDDI NG JoHsdnt

A wedding was solemnised at All Saints Church Murwillumbah, by Rev. H. Laceby Cecil, on
February 12, between Francis John Ekersoll [sic], youngest son of the late Mr. Harvey Holt, of Glen
Prairie station,@), and of Mrs. Holt, The Firs, Parramatta, and Ruby, only daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Fritz Johnson, of Coonamurra, Tweed River. The bride, who was given away by her father, wore a
trained gownof white silk, with chiffon and lace over dress, she wore arairof orange blossoms

and an embroidered tuile veil, and carried a bouquet of white cactus dahlias, rose :and asparagus fern.
Miss Gladys Holt was the only bridesmaid, owing to the indisposition of Nssion Marks, of
Benfelora, who was to have bettye other bridesmaid : and wore a pretty costume of white Indian
lawn, trimmed with lace and insertion over a white silk underskirt, dfatvhite silk gauze, trimmed

with pink roses and wheatears. She carried a spray bouquet of pink roses, and wbrémgcoh set

with topaz, the gift of the bridegroom. Mr. Bruno Holt was best man. Mrs. E. H. Johnson presided at
the organ. After, the ceremony the bridparty adjourned to Andronico's Cafe, where wedding tea
was served on small tables. The bridaldafas decorated with tall vases of white flowers and sprays
of white roses, tied with satin ribbon. The wedhg cake made by the bride's aunt, Mrs. W. R. Isaacs,
was cut with a gilded cane knife, presented by Mr. Holmes, manager of the C.S.R. MithGond
Among the invited guests were Mksarvey Holt and Miss Holt (Sydney), Mr. Bruno Holt, (Sydney),
Miss Lydia Marks (Sydney), Mrs. W R. Isaacs, Mr. and Mrs. O. Marks, Mr., Mrs and Miss Lodge
(Lismore), Mr. and Mrs. Bennett, Mr. and Mrs. Allen Howdens$/isrime, Masters Burton and

Keith Johnson, Mr. and Mrs. Holmes, the Misses Bray, Mr. and Mrs. S. R. Charles, Mr. and Mrs. F.
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H. Charles, Messrs. Wray, Goldie, Sior, and Mitchell (Condong). After several toasts had been
honoured, the bride appeared in &ting dress of grey and black check tweed, white Leghorn hat
trimmed with red roses and foliage; tHeappy couple left by the C.S.R. Co. launch, which was gaily
decorated, for the Tweed Heads. 0

I n 1911 Ruby gave the Jo hshegava lbirth toKdite John RyvésHaltt g r an
No doubt Fritz and Phoebe would have been thrilled.

From good news to devastating news that seems to be the Johnson way. Just as Ambrose and
Margherita suffered loss so too did Fritz and Phoebe.

On or about 20 September, 1913 Keith William discovers a pimple on his neck. For whatever reason,

he scratches the top and thought little more until he began to feel unwell. His family takes him to the

Tweed Cottage Hospital in Murwillumbah where the shocking diagnobisaird. Keith William has

blood poisoning and there is little the doctors can do for him. He languishes for a few days before his
life ebbs away.

The Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners' Advocate (NSW: 188%4)Tuesday 23 September

1913carried thefollowing notice:A Kei t h Johnson, 18, died in the Mt
brief illness. It appears that deceased had a bad pimple on his neck. He scratched it, and blood

poisoning supervened. Johnson was a corporal in the cadets, and was actoudeda mi | i t ary f

He was clearly a popular student and one with a bright future. Fritz and Phoebe must have been
overwhelmed with grieand his sibling&RRubyand Burton in shock. Burton was reliving what his own
father had gone through all thoseag®ago in 1869 at Daylesford when his little brother Ambrose
(Junior) died unexpectedly from diphtheria.

The reporter of the Northern Star (Lismore, NSW: 18¥854)Tuesday 23 September 1913 attended
the funeral and under the headMg_ITARY FUNERAL wrote the following description:

AiThe funeral of the | ate Keith Johnson, aged 18,
place on Saturday afternoon last, when a large number of friends followed the coffin to the grave side.

The deceased, whwvas a very popular cadet of the Murwillumbah trainees, was accorded a full

military funeral, and the procession, which left the Tweed District Hospital about 2.p.m., was made up

as follows: Federal Brass Band pahdaoffidens,gndthe e 6' De a
local halfsquadron of the Australian Light Horse, on foot carrying arms reversed, the hearse, covered

with wreaths and other floral emblems of love and respect, had two cadedtmamissioned officers

on either side, vehicles coiriang relatives, followed by Major Goldsmid, Lieutenants Bliss and G. A.

Smith at the head of the cadets, and then a large number of the general public in vehicles, riding and

on foot. Arrived at the cemetery, the Rev. Graham Hart read a few approprie frem the Bible,

on which he gave a short discourse, exhortation and prayer. The firing party consisted of the
Australian Light Horse, who fired the wusual thre
this was the first military funeral evgitnessed in Murwillumbah, naturally the interest taken was
considerable, and at its conclusion the consensus of opinion was that it was particularly solemn, and
would stand in memory for a very |l ong time. oo

The news for Fritz and Phoebe does improveditddwhen their remaining son Burton Borregard
marriesMerionSt ewar t f r o iMer®Bmwasbdre onhe Buadawalbyn Creek dnaéril,
1888 to William John Stewart and Mary Jane (nee Bulley). Her Birth Certificate is overleaf. The
name Merion was rarely used and she became knoMesn. She and HergStewart were twins

T interestingly twins appear again in the next generation.

They are married on the familyfaant Br ay 6s Cr eek j ustandnodosbt de of T
many ofMeriord s 14 si blings woul d havMarydand amchfatlrerd al ong

58



Burton and Meri on Jo h tos @um)Marjorieg kedelire
Merion (mum), Rita, Eva, Phyllis, Isobel, Molly and Keith.
Courtesy of Burt Johnson album.

William John StewarfT he St ewart s were original settlers heé
andselected property o heyBaresycdessful@airgfarkers. T

Burton andVierion stayed in the Tyalgum area through the war years and into the.J®2@on

appears to be working on local farms and possibly doing some share farming. He is very keen and
eager to find out as much as he can about mixed farming and dakyiegtually they decided to

move their growing family of five nth into Queenslad and theriurther to the DaintredBy then the
family had grown to six children. There were four more born in the Daintree making a total of ten,
hence the story of chapter 3 became Burtondard Johnson and the Daintrée 1

Fritz and Phoebe becomeagdparents in 1914 when Madeline is born to BurtonNd@don. She is
the first of 10 children. In 1918 Burton Maelcomes into the worldhen followed Evangeline (Eva)
1920, Isobel in 192Keith William (Junior) in 1923

During 1919 the district anddeed most of Australia is hit by an influenza epidemic. The strain is so
severe that many people die. Phoebeds el dest si s
deadly virus. The Northern Star (Lismore, NSW: 187©54) 23 June 1919 reports thigimely

death and indicatesahPhoebe is residing in Tweed Heads.

On the 8 January, 1924 sometime before Keith William (Junior) is idenion receives the sad

news that her father, William John Stewart has passed away. At this point there seems to be some
soul searching going on (as will be expanded in chapter 3) because Burtderamimake a

momentous decision to leave the Tweed area aad horth seeking out the Daintree as their furthest
destination.
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Burton Borregard Johnson Pedigree

Burton Borregard Johnson Merion Stewart
Madeline Isobel Keith Willia Elizabeth Mary Margherit
Burton Mackie  Evangeline Max Phyllis Marjorie

Sometime after the death of Keith Williafritz and Phoebe have sold out and moved into Tweed
Heads. What happened to the farm and whether they passed this on to their son Burton Borregard is
uncertain. What is known is that Burton moved north in 1926 with his family. What we also know is
that Friz and Phoebe missed out on the births of 5 more grandchildren. Max was bor@ &t 192
Rockhampton as the family pursued their Daintree goal. Molly was born on the Daintree at Port
Douglas, then came twins Margherita (Rita) and Phyllis born 1930 at Pagtd3dollowed by the

final child Marjorie (Marge) born 1933 at Mossman.

After a short period in the Tweed Heads Fritz and Phoebe head north into the suburbs of Brisbane.
The 1925 Census shows that they have taken up land at Sunnybank. This is on $idesuoiuitine
Brisbane River. They live contentedly in Comly Road and no doubt watch as Brisbane begins its
urban sprawl! towards them.

On 18"November, 1937 the following notice is found in The Coulkikail (Brisbane, QId. : 1933

1954)T h u r s d@HNSON, Mrs. Phoeb&.The Relatives andFriends of Mr. F. B. Johnson, Mr.

and Mrs. F J Holt (Mackay), and Mr. and Mrs. B. B. Johnson (Nimbin, Qld.) are invited to attend the

Funeral of his beloved Wife, their Mother, and Motheflaw, Mrs. Phoebe Johas, to move from

her late residence, Comly Road, Sunnybank. This (Thursday) Afternoon, at 2.30 o'clock, to Mt.
Gravatt Cemetery. Christadel phians please note. ¢

Phoebe is buried in the Mt Gravatt Cemetery in an unmarked grave.
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The next contact comes asuamise when it is revealed that Phoebe has died intestate (without a
will). This necessitates the courts getting involved to determine who becomes the rightful heir(s). The
Worker (Brisbane, Qld: 18901955)Tuesday 20 September 1938 carried the folhgwriotice:

AName of De c edaBheethe JBhnsomp laté af Suanybank, Brisbane, wife of Fritz

Borregard Johnson. Date of Deéth17th November, 1937. Name of Claimaihit Ruby Isabella

Holt, of The Cedars, Mackay, wife of Francis John Eckersall, ldslAdministratrix. Description and

Situation of Land Sub divisions 6 and 7 and resubdivision 3 of sub divisions 8 to 10 of section 5

of portions 32 and 33, and subdivisions 1 to 4 of section 6 of portion 32, county of Stanley, parish of
Yeerongpilly.Estate Claimed to be Transmitt@dFee simple: Particulars of Will or Otherwisé

Letters of Administration. Date within which Caveat mayd#gedd 2 5t h Oct ober, 1938.

This clearly indicates that all the goods and land owned by Phoebe would berteahn® Ruby, her

daughter. Fritz seems to be left out and one may hypothesize that as he is 79 years old his mind may
not be sound. Wh a't of Rubyés brother, Burton? F
Nimbin. His place in the case is notoeded. This may be due to the belief that he is undeserving.

The CouriefMail (Brisbane, Qld. : 19331954)Saturday 15 January, carries the final decision given
by the Supreme Court of Queensland and Ruby receives everything. It does mentiorethatlFrit
renounced his rights to the grant.

Four years later, on 24eptember, 1941 Fritz passes away and is buried beside his beloved Phoebe
in the Mt Gravatt Cemetery. He is interred in an unmarked grave.
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Borregard Johnson and Phoebe Marks. A newspaper notice in The Sydney Niaralth

B urton Borregard Johnson was born ¢hJ8ing 1892 at Lithgow. His parents were Fritz
(NSW: 1842 1954 Friday 3 Jungl892 herald the news to the community.

Why the family was in Lithgow is unknown because they had been at Warregah Island New South

Wales in the 1880s farming. Fritz and Phoebe had met and married in Murwillumbah, New South

Wales on the Tweed Riveron28 p r i | 1885. Fritzdéds parents Ambro
Bathurst, New South Wales where the former was involved in deep mining companies in the Sunny

Corner area.

Burton already had a sister, Ruby who was born in 1885 at the Tweed River. So it axeulzbkn
pleasing for him to learn that his little brother, Keith Williuad arrivedn 1895 at Orange, New
South Wales.

At about the same t i mer pasaddway & 8athurBiuNew SoumidValeg r and f a
He was buried in the Anglican sectiohthe Bathurst Cemetery.

When Burton wad6 his sister, Ruby, marridetancisJohn Eckersoll Holt. Francis wése son of
William Arthur Holt (dec) the late owner of Glen Prairie Station a huge cattlageQueensland.
Burton attendethe wedding wth the rest of the family. It wasgrand affair as described in chajier
of this book.

The family at sme time in the early 1900s toa land at Dunbible3 miles outside of

Murwillumbah. Father, Fritz raa daiy farm and at the same time becasngrosed in the

community taking on roles as land evaluator, Caledonian Society Secretary and Tweed Hospital
Board treasurer. He encouradgéd children to become involved in collecting money for the hospital
and helping out with district activities.

MargheritaBur t onds gr andmot he rl908. She aasaterreinthevi | | umbah i
Murwillumbah Cemetery.

Burton and Keith atteratithe Murwillumbah School for an education. It would seem that Burton was
an average student, eager to get out in the contyramd ind work. Keith appearetd be the scholar
as he was still at school at 18.

In 1913 tragedy strudke idyllic family setting, just as it did to the Ambrose Johnson family 44 years
earlier In 1859 Ambrose (Junior) was stricken hgtdheria and died. NoWeith wasstricken with

blood poisoning. He had developed a pimple on his neck and had ediait€ver a short period of

time he became gravely ill and was rushed to the Tweed Hospital where doctors announced their
diagnosis and the dreaded news thahing could be done.

Keith William Johnson died 28September, 1913. He was 18 years old. His popularity in the school
was evident when he was given a military funeral (description in chapter 2 of this book). His body
was taken from the Tweed Hospital top of the hill in Murwillumbah, along the main street to the
cemetery where it was interred. His fellow cadets formed a guard of honour and marched with him.
He was given a three gun salute.

Burton was finding farming jobs and learning as much ahkl regarding mixed farming, dairying,
share cropping as well as seeking out knowledge and skills needed to be sucdessfubntfieavours
would help out in the years ahead.
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Burton met a young lady bija¢ name oMerion Stewart. She wa4 years older ahfrom a family of

15 on Brayods Cr e elMewgquth ¥ales)oHet fatherfwdslligmalbhg Stewart

and her mother is Mary Jane Bulley. They are dairy farmers who were able to obtain their farm by
selection in the 1800s.

Burton andVierion maried and began their weddéf@ living in Tyalgum (possibly witlthe
Stewarts). Burton cont i nuseahsideredhigitdy. a f ar mer 6s | ab

In the same year the hostilities in Europe break out into full scale war. Men from all over Australia
healedthe call to arms to helihe Mother Country, England. Fratme Stewart clan fousrothers
joinedthe army. These we Rueben Moysey, Herselack and Dcaild. All were involved in the

fighting with Rueben giving the supreme sacrifice on the fields in France.

Merionand the whole family would have been devastated but proud of Rueben and the others.

In 1916 the Burton anierion Johnson family began with theriaal of Madeline. She would be the
first of ten chidren. This is a unique familgn the Johnson line as the others had only three children
each.

The famly continued to grow when on the"1.3uly, 1917 as hostilities in Europexged, Burton
Mackie Stewa Johnson was born.

Two years later i1919 a dreadful influenza swept across Australia killing thousands. The Tweed

River District was not exempt. It must have beendwaimg for everyone and especiall t he Johnson
who would have heard the story of Amse (Junior) and hisifated fight with diphtheria back in

1869.

Burtonfelt the brunt of this epidemic when he heard the news that bis h eldesh sster,
Alexandrina Carson Grimes (nee Marks) fiélhind passed away. Amongst mgny feelings wold
have beemne of total protection for himmily.

The third member of the family, Evangeline (Eva to everyone), greeted the Worlddaigdst,
1920. Thisdaughter was followed by another oreay later, when in 1924henlsobel wa born.

Records she that the family continued to live in Tyalgum. With a growing family there must have
been talk of finding a place they could call their own.

An article in The Brisbane Courier (QId: 1864933)Tuesday 6 June, 1922 may have been the
catalystthatwormed t s way i nto Burtonds thinking. There i
doubt others would have talked about the possibilities that were on offer.

fiDai River leard.

The prospectus of the Daintree River Development Co. Ltd, has been issedits{$tep proposed
by the directors is to install a small sawmill to enable the pioneers to carve out their homes from the
fine building timber available.

Provision is also made for the installation of a small butter factory as soon as the cream supply
warrants it. The directors announce their intention of giving financial assistance to dairy farmers
desirous of acquiring herds. It is understood that the considerable amount of capital required has been
already subscribed by the promoters of the compamy that shares are held in reserve to provide for

an expansion of the scheme should further capital be required. Mr. Lucas Hughes, one of the
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principals in the enterprise, is at present visiting Brisbane to place before the Immigration Department
the adwantages of settlement on the river lands. The Education Department has promised to provide a
school when 20 children are available.

On the ¥ January, 192Merionds f at her, Wil liam John Stewart die
Cemetery.

During thatsameyear a little boy waborn into the Johnson familyeith William is named after
Burtonbs deceased brother showing that there was
Now the number of children hapgtown to five.

Something happened the timeafter Keith William wa born because the family packed up all their
belongings and began a sojourn to the nditieplan and a reason for movieguld have come from
the nevgpaper article about the Daintree (mentioned above). The decissonamaentous in the fact
that they were prepared to take five small children on an odyssey from Tyalgum and to eventually
arrive thousands of miles to the north at the Daintree (Queensland).

65



One can only speculate that theyefaelled Mary Jane StewaMériond6 s mot her ) at Tyal g
remaining Stewart clan before setting out for Murwillumbah. Bdrten f a t h estill fafmingdatz was
Dunbible so a farewell at that point would have been appropriate. All mdyanetbeete well

between the families age will note towards the end of the article. At this time we can only speculate

and like the Burton Johnson family, move on.

How long the trip took in 1924 and the route they took along with the transport used can only be
guessed allVe do have 2 definitier sightings through the 1925 Census. For some reason they filled
out 2 forms for that census. The first placed theMtaBauplein Queensland. Mt Bauple i9@ kms
north of Tyalgum. Here they we farming but in what capacity we are not able to say.

The cond census of 1925 they filled out, placed thagMt Larcom in Queensland on"1Blarch
1925. This isa further 80 kmsnorth of Mt Bauple. At Mt Larcom Burton toakp an offer from A.
H. Sirrat to carry out slre farming. The Sirrat family we large &ndowners in the Rockhampton
District.

A reporter who was travelling through the district wrote the following in the Morning Bulletin
(Rockhampton, QId: 18781954)Friday 13 March, 1925:

fi éand the old Mountarcombe homestead on the right. At the Igttace, | learnt later, a Mr.
Johnson is now dairy farming onasls for the owner. Mr. A. Firgat (sometimes spelt Stirratand |
hope to give him a call within a few dags.

Again we must speculate that Burton showed Sirrat that he was a wiez fatl a willing one. On
the other hand Burton had chosen wisely in share farming with Sirrat as he was not only a big
property owner but one with farming acumen as is shown later in this chapter.

All seemedo go well with whatever activis wererequred inthe share farmingierion and the
children lived in the homestead and everyone was getting along.

Disaster then occurred as Burton is cited in the Queensland Supreme Court for insolvéhiblagn 7
1925. His need to declare bankruptcy (file 1064847 QLBt@aochives) meant that he had
overreached himself and that Sirrat must have called in loans.

Not long after A. H. Sirrat died. The following is his obituary foundie Brisbane Courier
(Qld:1864- 1933)Wednesday 14 October 1925:

fiThe late A. HStirrat, of Euroa, Gladstone, who passed away at a private hospital, at Rockhampton,
on October 9, was born at Mt. Alma station, in the Gladstone district, on October 4, 1872. He was
educated at Toowoomba, and at Mr. Schmidt's private school, Brisbaeegaifting business

experience with Messrs. Parbury, Lamb, and Co., in Brisbane for a few years, he took up grazier
pursuits, in January, 1892, when he returned to his old home at Mt. Alma, and worked under his
father, the late Mr. David Stirrat. He becamanager of Mt. Alma, and retained that position until,

owing to pressure of his private business, he handed the management over to his younger brother, Mr.
J. D. Stirrat, in January, 1910. He was a keen business man, and a most successful grazer. His fir
venture in grazing properties was the selection of about 18,000 acres of grazing farms on Dumgree,
which he sold to his brother 806, and is now known as Mt. Eugene.

In 1903 he purchased the wkliown station property, Rannes, which he held for maays. In 1908

he purchased Kroombit station, which is still in his name. Later he purchased Banana station, which
he afterwards sold to Mr. Edward Farmer, of Voewood. Of late years he purchased Melrose, near
Wondai. Some few years ago he purchased tieeffeehold property, Mt. Larcom, on the North

66



Coast Railway, between Gladstone and Rockhampton, a prafperbout 15,000 acres, where he

made his home. His intention was to turn Mt. Larcom into a stud and dairying property, and decided
to go in for a &id of the Polled Hereford breed. He imported stock from America, on two occasions,
the first consignment comprising five bulls, and three heifers, and the second shipment one bull
(Bonnie Real) and one heifer. These importations have been much adniiresthane,

Rockhampton, and Gladstone Shows. A few years ago Mr. Stirrat formed his pastoral interests into a
company, known as the Mount Larcom Pastoral Co., Ltd. In.

On the 4 June, 1926 the family grew by one more when Max was Ierion wentto the
Rockhampton Hospitalhen her pregnancy came to term.

At some time banwedmn!| Maxd®< 7 beithh tebision th pushammtdé tke ma d
Daintree.This is another move that defitmbic as the Daintree is one of the most remote

wildernesse# Australia. It is infested with huge crocodiles, snakékl pigsand poisonous spiders.

The area is covered in tropical rainforest that is impenetrable. The only way in was by ferry from Port
Douglas up the Daintree River. The area around the Daiiitage was partially cleared by the

cedar cutters back in the 1800s. It did not present as a safe environment for a family of six small
children.

The family entered the Daintree from the Pacific Ocean by ferry. The scene would have been one
similar to tha of the reporter of th€airns Post (QIld: 19091954)Tuesday 29 October 1929

ATWELVE miles across the horseshoe bay formed by the jutting of Island Point (Port Douglas) to the
south and Cape Tribulation to the north with Snapgland as a promineaind close in sentinel of

the latter, the Daintree River winds dowrthe sea between the foothillsthe Alexandra and

Dagmar Ranges. Inside the river on the rising tide there is a strong similarity to the Tweed (N.S.W.)
in its earlier, stags of develoment, and one naonversant would consider it a nice deeyaterway:

but it is deceptive, in that on the low tides while themez some pretty deep narrow channels close in
under the banks it is generally, and particularly the centre, rather shallow.

The river beds comprise nice clean gravel, an indication of the free class of country forming the
foothills and ranges of the watershed. In fact, the country, in mining terms, consists of a huge Kaolin
formation with soft slate intrusions topped with a dager of brown soils derived principally from

the heavy wealth of tropical vegetation that almost completely covers the Daintree watershed. The
entrance to the river is intricate and shallow, except, of course, on a good tide. The bar entrance
breaks throgh a long shallow spit ifaa-length south of the rivgsropet the channel continuing

north to the river between the mainland and the sand spit. Inside the river commences wide with an
attractive beach on the north, and judging by the scrubs some paitgjoesl land round the foot

hills of Thornton Peak. On the south side of the river for five miles mangrove flats and alligator
[crocodile] country pre dominat&here are several points of scenic beauty along tke aivd always
there is verdurelad Alexandra, 4,552 feet, though seven miles air line from Daintree, towering
majestically overall and apparently near at hand.

The Daintree River Development Co. Uadl by Lucas Hughes had bought large tracts of land in the
area and subdivided this into snialtms ideal for dairying and mixed farmingugheswas offering

land cheap or to share farm with anyone willing to come to the area. All lots were fenced and houses
were being built for families. The area was touted fasraing mecca with ricloil, permanent

running fresh water and plentiful grasslands.

The offer forBurtonhad beenoo good to miss so he packed his family and headed north. They
arrived at the Daintree Wharf by ferry ol Buly, 1927. The newspaper article reported that they
arrived from Rockhampton. They were allotted a farm along the Stewart Creek that the previous
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The hazards of the Daintree top L Scarface the cro
bottom L jungle like environment; cassowany the move. Photos by D. J. Johnson

owners, the Walwork familyhad left. The farm was between the Stewart and the Douglas Creeks
some 3 miles from the Daintree Village. There were two ways in and out, by flattie (small flat bottom
rowing boat) or by &dush track across the creek and through tropical jungle. Both had their hazards
and both provednpassable during heavy rain.

Isobel Dwyer (nee Johnson, one of the Daintree 10) recalled the arrival of the family at the Daintree in
her article Daintrele mor i es; fAWe arrived in the Daintree &
Lucas Hughes. To get there we had to go by flattie up Stewart Creek to the junction of the Stewart and
Douglas Creeks. Then we went by horse and slide

Somewlere in their travels or maybe in the Daintree itself the family gained an extra hand. A youth of
16 years, from England, newly arrived in Australia by the name of George Whittaker joined the
family. George had been born in Essendene Park, Caterham, SHeeyew up in England and

became a farming labourer. At the age of 15 he paid for a passage on the Jervis Bay headed for
Brisbane Australia. The ship departed from London'®March, 1927 arriving Brisbane %®/ay,

1927.

Burton andMeriontreated hin as a son and he stayed with the family and was the extra pair of hands
with milking and clearingBeing older than the Johnson children he was looked up to as a mentor and
brother. No doubt he would have excel&deaching the yonger children to row a flattie, milk a
cow, swim and all the other skills needed to suniivttle is mentioned of this lad although he is
fondly recalled by Marjori@ s A G.iLatey enrindhe book he took on a different role but one that
probably wagredictable.
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Adjusting to life in the Daintree widd have been daunting fbterion and her six children. The

scenery was spectacular with a ring of mountains and tropical rainforest covering all the land and the
slopes with the exception of small pockelesared out by timber cutters. The Daintree River

dominated the area and was the main mode of transport, being ferry for long trips to nearby towns or
flattie for short trips to neighbours, town or school. The creeks were also necessary for shortrips. Th
river and creeks would become raging torrents in the rainy season or during heavy downpours. They
burst over the bankand swelled their flood plaingashing away all and sundry in their paths.

|l sobel in her articl e Da hanetwere terrifiMioods, which causedr ot e :
the river beds to change direction. One year a swaggie was camped on the bank and the floods came
down overnight, taking the swaggie and his camp with it. He was never seen again. We often picked

up piecesofchinammd cutl ery and wondered i f it was his.

Floods, flatties and crocodiles were only a few ofrthriralhazards that the family had to be wary

of. Stories about their own adventures, mishaps and near misses are difficult to come by. Higwever
researchinghose of others who lived or ventured into the Daintree one gets an appreciation of what
confronted the Johnson family in the years they lived there.

One such story was found in the CairnstRPQdd: 1909- 1954)Saturday 31 March, 1928

fiSince last writing very little of note has happenadess | reiteratthat we have been having plenty
of rain, in fact, more than suffient for our present needs lmdgt enough to agse any more floods, of
which we had quite enough for thee year.

Mr, Peirce, the Bloomfield carrier, had an exciting experienciagltine last flood, having come from
Bloomfield. Wten he reached the crossing of Baintree River he drove his horses across and sent a
little lad across with tl horses, hthen stripped oféind with the aid of a canvas boat withrafl gear

and clothing irthe boatset off to swim the river and tow the boabout halfway across he saw an
alligator[crocodile] which caused him to deviate from his course and this caused him to have his
boatcarried against some snags and he then had to leave it and swim ashore. Arriving on the bank he
found himself destitute of all clothing, and had nearly decided to makenfigetiia New Guinea skirt
when he found in the grass an empty corn sackn&king holes for the neck and arms ined a dress

suit already made, and he declarad ihthe cheapest suit he has ever had. Upon arrival at the nearest
Daintree farm he was soon fitted out with clothing to enable him to reafrathizee store, where he
purchased a new oultfit.

This adventure shoulthake Mr. Peirce purchase a small ttilel' and leave it always at tloeossing.
He could then always cross in saféty.

It is on rare ocasions thithe female line was mentioned or viase found in reports. The

assumption in most cases is that they weréndetheir men all the wayerionwas afforded a small

spot in the Townsville Daily Bulletin (QI@885- 1954)Saturday 31 MargH928 when they reported

that she had taken a trig Ferry to Port Douglas in company with a MR E. Sinclair. From a later
report it appeared that the two ladies were on their way to hospital for the birth of their next children.

It was also mentioned by the same reporter that the pig trade wasingrea the Daintree because
he had counteten crates of pigen lastweek's launchBurton was a believer in mixed farming and
along with dairying he saw pig breeding and fattening as good fits.

The added extras that the Daintree people found grew readily were fruits and vegetables. The
necessities of these products would have seen each family organise a plot for the vegetables and an
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orchard. Water was not a problem although it had to be halectiie creek in a slide. Tropical
fruits such as mango, pawpaw, bananas, would have complimented the meat diets.

Another product that some of the farmbredwas poultry. Some took on the hens and roosters as

part of the mixed farming as opposed to piydd pigs became a pest as well as an activitiyof It

would not have been emgraging to wakelp to the squealsf a mob of wild pigs rooting in your
flourishing vegetable patch. The men folk and no doubt many of the teenagers found wild pig hunting
to be a very enjoyable time and the festivities of a good pig hunt would have seen the laofler full
smoked or salted hafar a few weeks.

Of course the wild pigs sometimes won the battles as a story Trotnesville Daily Bulletin (QIld:
1885- 1954)Friday 2 August1929:

fiSpeaking of wild pigs reminds me of ancidert which happened to two Daintree residents last

week: Having finiskd up in the dairy, they were returning home, only a short distahes, they

spotted two pigs on éhtrack, they immediatelyoolel the dogs on to them andtboe two dogs each
selected a pig and t he s gu e sehfercememtdochury epadtreni n g,
rescue Another big boar came galloping up and attacked ondrdoythe reaand caused him to

retreat, and. naturally tldogs retreated towards theenfolkd causing the latter to re treat, onto

running up a log and the dog betiihim. There was shouting from the house, but it was no use
following instructions as no weapons wdrandy but, fortunately ¢hdogs vere at last hunted away,

and onepig evidently morggame than his cobbers, bailed up the man on the lay. fidd a staring

match and at last idesperation he threw his hat at the pig and it ran away up the gully. fidhthiey

had gone right away, the two men commenced the remainder of the journey only to bepigisl th
coming after them again, but having a good start the men won the race for home. It's always the way
when you haven't got your gun you always have plehtgrgetso

Burton saw that dairy farming and a piggery went hand in hand so he was quick to establish both. He
went further with the pigs as he set out to bithedeusing weltbred boars and sows. As observed in
the Cairns Post (Qld: 19091954)Saturday 31 Marcgh.928:

fi€ on a boat arriving on Friday last | noticed three pedigree sows for breeding purposes. These were
the property of Kilpatrick and Hughes, going to the farm managed by Mr. B. Jobinson.

On 10" April, 1928 baby six arrived and waamed Mary Elizabeth. From almost the day she was
born into the family she was nicknamed Molly. It was reported i dvensville Daily Bulletin
(Qld:1885- 1954)Monday 7 May, 1928 that both ladies had returned home by ferry with their
offspring.

Another article in the above newspaper pointed out that Burton had also been in hospital suffering
from trouble with his optic nerve. They were concerned that he was far from his usual self. This
medical alert caused much anxiety among the family and vieutthgoing for quite some time. It

must have been a time when everyone needed to draw on all their resilience to pull through.

On June $1928 Burton took a turn for the worst. His optic nerve problem was causing so much pain
that he decided he had to gouth to Brisbane hospital. It was expected that he would need at least a
month to recuperate. This left most of the responsibiliti¥lenion and the older children to carry on

the farming in his absendelerion was also looking after a new born whichulhave taken much

of her time and energy. Madeline was now 12 and Burton 11, and they would have stepped up to help
their mother copeGeorge Whittaker, or Ginger, as he had becomemacked, was also lending a

vital hand.No doubt the camaraderie amahg Daintree community would have ensured neighbours
and others would have offered assistance.
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On June 30, 1928 Burton returned to the Daintree much recuperated. It would have taken some time
to adjust but with his determination and work ethic this wdwdve been accomplished in less time
than most other men.

The vagaries of farming in any place in the world can be heard in any discussion between farmers.
The Daintree was no exception but it was far more reliable than most places.

The Northern HeraldGairns, Qld: 1913 1939)Wednesday 3 October, 1928 under the heading
Rain Neededhdicated why Burton and others were keen to farm this otherwise daunting area:

iAlt hough we have had no rain worth shasheldi ng of
up to standard until the past fortnight but even now the percentage of decrease is very small; in fact, it

is not above ten per cent. This shows the wonderful capacity of this, district, especially as a drought
resister. | am informed that in @hdistricts when the rainfall is scarce the supply of cream to the

factories drops as much as fifty per cent. Although this sounds like boasting up this district,

nevertheless statistics will prove my words. Certainly we could do with rain just nowsuppdse

we, when the supply commenced to drop, must exercise Job's patience and we shall get rain in due
time. We had a couple of light showers a fortnight ago just sufficient to lay the dust, but did no benefit
to the grasses. 0

The Johnson family seemémladapt to their new surroundings with exceptional speed. Sage advice
from Burton coupled with a firm discipline would have ensured their willingness to participate in
daily chores and to do as they were told.

Clearing the dense forest was one of theenthifficult chores that had to be done. This was taken on

almost single handedly by Burton as the children were still young. No doubt in later years Burton

woul d have shouldered some of the hard work. As
(in the Daintree) for eight years and in this time dad felled most of the scrub and grassed the paddocks
on the farm.o

Some of the trees would have been floated to the saw mill at the Daintree Village and sawn into
planks to be used for building houses, anighelters, fence posts and the like. Once dried some of
the timber would have been burnt in the wood fires that were necessary for cooking and warmth.

Dairying was the staple farming activity of the region. The Butter Factory had been built back in 1924
so that all the milk produced by the incoming farmers could be made into butter. The district proved

to be reliable and lucrative due to the lush grasses and fertile soils. The climate was ideal although the
rainy season from December to March pibteebedifficult.

The dairy farmer and his family was a hardy soul and Burton proved to up there with the best. The
daily chores had to be consistent and went on day and evening, seven days a week all year round. The
cows had to be milked regularly and corresityas to avoid any of the complications that may occur

if milk is retained.

A typical day would start in the dark before any rays of sun had even appeared. The cows were called
in or rounded up, usually by the younger family members. The older ones rediaidking barn

with food, cleaning buckets and cans and getting ready for the arrival of the first milker. The Johnson
family would have had at least five members who could milk efficiently when they first arrived and

up to eight by the time they werealving the Daintree. This would have given them an advantage to

milk several dozen cows each time.
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As each cow is moved into the barn the back foot would have been hobbled by a piece of rope, the
head trapped by a yoke and feed presented in a trougH.tAse things were designed to keep the

cow occupied and still. The milkmaithen would sit upon a wooden stool, place a bucket under the
udder, select two teats and begin milking. With the amount of cows that had to be milked at each
sitting the efficiecy of these people would have been of the highest standard. Once all four teats had
given up the deliciously warm white milk the cow was released and the bucket of milk emptied into
the ten gallon cans nearby.

Each can had a top that was used to stofspitidge. Once all the milking was complete the cans

were taken by slide to the creek, loaded on to a flattie and rowed down the creek, out into the river
and down to the wharf. From here the cans were lugged to the nearby Butter Factory. The transport
jobwas likely done by Burton himself although it was probableNeion and Burton (Junior) had

their turns.

s
< ‘
5 : N
) 13 13 ¥ 4
; ,
v b oy

Looking from the Stewart Creek across the dairy farms of the Daintree _ lush and green. Photo by D.J. Johnson

The whole process would begin again at about 5 o
would be stock piled and moved in the morning. With a herd of 40 cows producing one gallon each
milking and getting 10p per gallon it was quite profitaldpexially for a family unit.

One of the biggest concerns for thadrgl farmer in the Daintree walse annual floods. The
Townsville Daily Bulletin (Qld 1885- 1954 Saturday 12 January, 1924 pointed out what every wise
dairy farmer needed to do to whitmods were impending:

fiEveryone has an eye on their cattle at this time of the year, and is prepared to drive them up on to
high ground at the first sign of a flood. Many of the farmers already have their hitllpeldfenced

off, so when fetching up theilkers at night, they also run up the remainder of the herd. It is very

little trouble, but is most assuredly the safest and best plan, for one cannot rest comfortably at night if
it is pouring down, knowing his cattle are on the river ftats.
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No doubt here were interesting stories that would have been shared among the family of stubborn
cows, kicked over pails, toes trodden on, cows that withheld milk and the like.

Not hing, however, would beat Max06s sshegrew t hat
into a nine year old was to fetch the cows and drive them to the wooden shed used as the milking
barn. One evening he found the cows had wandered across the shallows of the creek and were
contentedly grazing. He grabbed a long stick of lawyasgand ran off yelling at the cows that got

the message and begun to move. The wiser ones worked out it was milking time so started across the
creek and up the banks. A stubborn one was shooed along and Max soon found himself running hard
across the creednd towards the highest bank with the cow ahead. He scrambled up the steep,
slippery bank with his broad brimmed hat bouncing on his head. As his eyesight reached the level of
the bank he was confronted by a huge taipan, one of the deadliest snak&Sonidhéle froze and

stood eye to eye with the monster. His instinct told him to drop, roll and run. As he let his legs
collapse beneath him the snake struck. He felt a striking of the top of his hat which flew off. As he hit
the lower part of the bank melled away, jumped to his feet and ran terrified after the distant cattle.

Accidents were a concern as it caused workers to have time off and in the dairy industry this creates
major reshufing to take up the missing member. Burton experienced thishfirsl as reported in the
Townsville Daily Bulletin (Qld 1885- 1954)Saturday 24 December, 1927:

fiMr. Burton Johnson whilst engaged in rounding up a young cow had the misfortune to be gored in
the ankle necessitating his seeking medical adviceirdment occurred at a time wheniDaee's

passenger launches were in other ports, but luckily, upon ringing up Port Douglas it was ascertained
that the Echo would be calling at Port that night, so instructions were left fochbedeproceed to

Daintree Heads as soon as possible so Mr. Johnson was conveyed to the Heads by means of the river
boat Togo, andt was not long after arrival before the Echo hove in sight and the sufferer was placed
on board and conveyed to the hospital at Port Douglas. Aéidical attention Mr. Johnson was

allowed to return home the following day but with strict instructions to take complete rest for the

week. Mr. Johnson informs me that the wound is not yet healed and still remains very painful.

There were plenty of oppmities to let their hair down as shown in the many photographs the

family took and the reporting of the social activities they enjoyed. Every year the school sports was a
big occasion and one the children waited for and showed considerable athleticmmpieting as

shown in The Northern Herald (Cairns, QIfi913- 1939)Wednesday 19 December 1928. The results

of what was a very successful day at the school sports for the Johnson family:

fiThe school picnic took place on Saturday last on the Sand Bém janction of the Daintree River
and Stewart's Creekhere were many interesting events in the way of motor boat races.

The results of the foot racé&hat the Johnson family competed ang as follows:

Junior Boys/5 yardsK. (Keith) Johnson 1 T. Hawtin 2, G. Williams 3.

Senior girls,100 yard$4. (Madeline) Johnsonl, L. Williams 2, J. Hayden 3.

Junior girls,75 yardsE. (Eva) Johnson 1 B. Hayden 2, I. (Isobel) Johnson 3
Consolation, boys 100 yard3: (Burton) Johnson 1 D. Turner2, B. Weinert 3.
Threelegged, race, girls: L. Williams and J. Hayden: 1, B.dtayancE. (Eva) Johnson 2M.
(Madeline) Johnsonand I. (Isobel) Johnsono
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Some of the Sports Day winners from back L2R: Isobel, Madel
Keith, Eva andurton and the nostarters L2R Phyllis, Molly,
Max and Rita. Photo courtesy Burt Johnson album.

There were also other races including those encouraging adults to join in sBrigksladies, 75
yards: Married Ladies, 50 yards Single men, 100 yarasibtl men, 100 yards.

fiThe prizes were presented by Mr. Wellard, retiring chairman of the Committee. Much praise is due
to Miss M. Pearn, school mistress, and the School Committee for the able manner in which the picnic
and races were carried outdance was held in the evening at the factory, when the young folk held
the floor until 10 p.m. after which hour the adults occupied the boavds

Merion attended the first wedding in the Daintree as reported in the Cairns Post (Qld:19%d9
Friday 9November, 1928:

fiOn Monday | ast at 7.30 plmceDahetnr Mé &8s wasvesty nwéd
united in the holy bonds o0ofThnea tarritmocnlyibe innoe nMr .o nH .t
detail all the female guests and what they veo i n ¢ Mrs. B,Johrgan, piiim colored crepe de

chene, and oriental trimmings, hat to matdilerionwas as fashionable as the rest. No doubt Burton

would have attended in suit and tie.

During 1929 there were a number of interesting and excitingghtiappening in the Daintree. Burton
was well established. The Cairns Post (Qld: 190954 Friday 15 Marci929 reporter gave an
insight into life that they Johnson family was enjoying:

fiSince my last writing we have had continual rains, with the rivening at floods and bankers all

the time. Nearly all fencing near the river has been washed away, and it is no use building them again
until after the wet season is over. Although no really big floods have been in evidence yet they, are
quite big enoughand | am afraid that if ever we get one of the old time floods some houses are going
to be washed away.

During the big flood which occurred about a fortnight ago, Mr. S. Turner had a very narrow escape
from drowning. After delivering his cream at thetfay he was returning home in his "flattiégiden

with cream cans full of tucker and goods, when, rounding a bend in the river the nose of his flattie
became entangled in the branch of a tree, and before he, knew where he was his boat had swung into
mid-stream and there capsized before Mr. Turner could regain control. He immediately swam to the
shore and then ran to obtain another "flattie” to go in search of his own, but was unable to

procure one, ad consequently returned home leas, tuckerless andihgry. Two cans out of the
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six were recovered on the following day, but to my knowledge neither boat nor remaining four cans
have yet been founal.

Dairy farming had been Burtonds main occupation
determined to gpand his land holding-he Cairns Post (Qld: 19694954 Friday 15 Marchi929

t ol d uvs. Btibhason hasipurchased a farm from Messrs. Wellard and Blackwood, this farm is
situated on the Douglas Creek practically opposite the farm whicBdWinson is now leasing. | also
understand he has purchased a forty acre farm, winch adjoins, his recent purchase, from Mr

Beaumaro

This was exceptional news for the family especially when you couple it witrettigoiece of good
news fromThe Cairns PogQId: 1909- 1954 Friday 15 Marci1929 fiFarmers are wearing their
pleasesmiles again, for after a longeriod with the price of butter atshilling they eceived the large
amount of 1/2 for January and | learn thatghme price is to be paid for Febmyads it any wonder
they are buying mor lorries? We just don't know what do with th&zzling amound.

The mention of lorries above gave thought to how mechanised the Daintree had becormre. Lucas

Hughes was the driviniprce behind the Daintree and he was a man of vision. To have farms
mechani sed was to everyoneds advantage. Lorries
roads were the issue. In 1929 most were mere bush tracks and during the wet imp@ssatalat

deputations to the Council saw roads begin to develop but in small stages. Even when major efforts

were made there was the inevitable hold ups. As reporfBderCairns Post (Qld: 1969954

Friday 15 Marcii929 Th& Finns who have the contrdat the main road finalised, with the

exception of the rolling, are being held up with this continued wet weather, as they are unable to roll,
owing to the roller lifting up as much material as it would roll, but given a fortnight or three weeks

fine weatler this first section should soon be complete.

Although | have been unable to go and visit the Barrett (Beielkje, | learn from good authority that
good progress is now being made, and before too long this also should be completed.

Information to had says that as soon as the bridge is completed tenders will be called for the next
section of the main road. This section practically covers the worst country on the proposed route until
Rocky Point is reached; but that, at the rate main roads are bllifiptAbe reached until my "ziff"

reaches to my knees.

Several "wastouts" have occurred on the new cutting on Stewart's Creek road, but willing "working
bees" soon shifted the obstructions and have kept the road open. This has been done without the
knowledge of the Shire Council, as it is useless waiting for the Council to do these jobs.

Several of the farmer began to take advantage of the new roads bgsmgdarries Mr. G. Weinert,
purchased a motor truck thiwhich to haul firewood for the Bigr Factory

In later years young Burton Johnson saw his future in heavy haulage develop from buying a lorry and
using this to transport goods around the Daintree Mossman area.

By the end of 1929 the Johnson family was well entrenched in the DaiBueen was thrilled with
his decision to settle in the area so much so he spoke toréerdpom the Cairns Post (QI&1909-
1954)Tuesday 29 October 1929

"@msorrylhadn' t ¢ ome h €hiswas 1h8 brigf buh exmessivg reply dnade bpa

type of settler met with on the upper reaches of the Daintree River when asked for his opinion of the
prospects of the district. This opinion was not expressed in the bar of anthetel are no hotels on

the Daintree nor by a man with land to kebut by a share farmer who, after a two years' trial, had
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recently taken up two blocks on his own acdaamd was then, between milkigousily brushing the
dense lawyer cane and other undergrowth of the rich scrub that mantled his future home. The man
was of the right type, the country was of the right sort and soil, and when the isolation of the Daintree
is broken down, quite a near possibility, it is easy to visualise thitasumed, recheaded, game man

and his family as successful and valuabléeyst It was no nean or town, block, either, that he was
developing, but far up one of the winding branches of the river, where the floods and rain falls of
centuries laid the deep soiled flats beside its banks as a heritage for those who wouldliewvélop

The Hayden and Johnson families are settled on two of Mr. Hduogkes's farms, and it is the latter's
opinion | quoted in the start of this review. Mr. Burton Johnson is from the Tweed River. His ideas on
dairying combined with mixed farming andetproper cultivation of fodder crops are right. He not

only has the ideas but is putting them into pradiice.

In talking to the reporter it was evident that Burton had expressed many of the clever ideas he had and
the ones he had put into practiceetssure he had a successful farming businessotthe clever

moves made by Burton was to clear the blocks of all vegetation and then plant Pinschke grass which
was known as Panicum Muticum grass. This was far superior and lush than the original riags gro

in the area. It enabled farmers to run up to one and a half cows per acre. Burton was also wise to the
need to use rotational methods to get the best out of his land and to keep erosion to a minimum.

On the Daintree the original Australians had bedstiag for centuries and were confronted by the

arrival of the timber cutters. This caused a lot of friction and this did not abate as more and more

settlers arrived. Burton took a conciliatory view towards the Aborigines and was always welcoming.

As Isole | in her article Daintree Memories recall ed:
walkabout from the Daintree River. They would camp up by the creek and King Billy would leave his

tribe down on the sand and come up and chop wood for dad. Dad woukdrgipéug tobacco, sugar,

tea, flour etc and he would continue up the creek with his tribe. They would be away a couple of

weeks then on their way back he would again leave the tribe down on the sand and chop some more

wood and get more supplies.

With lots of work required the oldest boy would have been asked to join his father in the field. One of

the biggest and hardest jobs was the clearing of
the valuable timbers, especially the red cedar, largs &xad tropical undergrowth abounded. These

had to be cut down and burnt so that the valued grasses that would feed the dairy cattle could be

grown. Such back breaking jobs as cutting with an axe through several feet of timber had their

hazards. Burton (Juor) came to grieve as reported in The Northern Herald (Cairns, Qld=-1913

1939 Wednesday 31 July 1929:

fiYoung Burton Johnson had the misfortune about three weeks ago to cut himself on the knee with an
axe. The woundhot seeming dangerous he was tréathome, but it was later found necessary to
send him into hospital where | | earn he is progr

Dry spells were headache for dairy farmers as it usually meant less water, poor grasses and loss of

milk production. One of théeauties of the Daintree was that even in dry spells dairying carried on

at full production. Of course dry spells were still talk of the district andyeve speculate as to

theA NJ £ SYy3GKa | YR ¢ KS yepaité 8féhe @GarndzPoRt (QHIB0NR953) Q ® ¢ KS N
Thursday 14 November 1929Sind@ my last writing we have had a continuation of the dry spell, but

, it was broken on Thursday last when we had slight showers resulting in a registration of 75 points.

This, although not enough, has done sgaed, but we shall derive no real benefit until we receive a
thunderstorm. Several times storms have banked up, but they have passed us by; but there is no doubt
that before long we shall get one, for the temperature has remained high for the pakt,faridign
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Tuesday last the thermometer registered 106 degrees, while Wednesday followed up with 105
degrees.

Scrubfelling, which has been the order of the day for the past six months, has now almost ceased and
already some farmers have burnt their nellinfgs, and in some instances have completed the
grassing of same.

The advantage of long hot days was that the community could relax and join together for fun and
frolic. The Cairns Post (Qld: 19091954)Thursday 14 November 1929 mentioned several akthe
sacial events. The Johnson family seemed torbetfand centre in participatingvenMerionran in a
race at one of the picnics:

ifiSeveral picnics have beldatihe jurectionof theftwolrieets,eanothernd a't
Daintree ladygave a grand exhibition of diving. She was all dressed up (and nowhere to go) when

someone kindly invited her to travel in his motor launch. She accepted the invitation, and was nicely
seated, on a box in the bow of the boat preparatory to the enginestagted when someone rocked

the boat and she took a graceful "header" into the water and mud. The lady's first inquiry was "Where

are my glasses?0. Being reassured of their safe
again sailed forth, andag this time successful in reaching the picnic site. As | am | threatened with

all sorts of dire punishment if | mention names, and not being a brave man, | dare not.

On Saturday last a dance was held at the private residence of Mrs. Goodsell, whelacgéterawd
attended and a merry evening was spent in dancing and games.

A picnic was held yesterday underneath the old Fig Tree at Hayden's landing, when quite a large
crowd attended and a most enjoyable day was spent, the children having a gredtdinesulls of
the races are as follows:

50 yards flat race, handicap (boys under 14): G. Blackwodgl, (Burton) Johnson 2.

50 yards flat race, handicap (girls under El){Eva) Johnson 1;1. (Isobel) Johnson 2.

25 yards flat race, handicap (boys undeik6)(Keith) Johnson 1; T. Hawtin, 2.

Young ladies race, 50 yards, scratch: J. HaydeM, IMadeline) Johnson 2.

Married ladies' race, 50 yarddrs.B. (Merion) Johnson 1; Mrs. E. Blackwood, 2;Mrs. A.
Bamsy "also ran."

Wheelbarrow race: L. Hawtin and D. Turner, 1; D. Hayden Bn{Burton) Johnson 2
Blindfolded race (first heat): (Isobel) Johnson second heat: D. Hayden.

AP D g |y RT -
Fun, picnics and photographs at home in the paddock under a nice s
tree were wonderful times. From L Keith, Madeline, Isobel, Rita, Phyl
mum (Merion), Eva and Burton.




In the meanwhile the building of roads continued much to the delight of the local farmers. As reported
in theCairns Post (QIld: 19091954)Thursdayl4 November 1929

fiThe Stewart's Creek roaghu all know this road, | have written so many times about it, is now

almost a completed fact, for the contractor has completed all the necessary digging, and | notice a big
pile of girders landed on the riveafik, which will be used on the culvert building, of which there are

guite a good number. Fortunately, we have been able to make use of the road as it was being built, and
so every day the little extra bit lessened the distance to be travelled over tpesmjpitious and

dangerous track. When the culverts are built there will only remain a very short distance of cutting to

be done to enable us to ride right through and link up with the main Mossmain road.

A special event occurred for the Johnson famil$980 wherMerion had twins. The two little girls
were the last babies to be born at the Port Douglas Hospital and were named, Rita and Phyllis.

IsobelmarriedRichard Dwyerand everyone had a wonderful time. The bride and groom ilivatherton.
Photo courtesy of Burt Johnson album.

Entertainment in all forms seemed to be the order for the Daintree residents. They loved their picnics,
wild pig hunting, dances and swimming but a real highlight reported in the Cairns Post (Qle: 1909
1954)Friday 18 September 1931 wasthidt ki nson' s buckj umping showé.
evening opened to a full audience é(after the
broncos) éThe chil dren wer avasragrgat rollfumto catchcands i der a
mount the mule or pony, and those people who did not witness this item missed something, and the
qguadrupeds were always being missed, but gaiteumber of lads made good efforts. Burton

S

Johnson, jnr., divided the prizéw h Pet er é0

During 1933 Madeline married George Whittaker in the Daintree. It was a community wedding with
the whole district invitedA priest performed the wedding vows and as the photograph below shows it
was a very enjoyable day for allhe happy coup left to live at Atherton which is further east over

the ranges.
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Mossman Hospital (left) and the entrance (right). Rita and Phyllis, the twins were born at Port Douglas in 1930 aneldtra
here. Marjorie was born here in 1933. Photos taken by Inhhson

On 28" December, 1933 the family is complete when Marjorie is born in the Mossman Hospital.
Merion had to remain in hospital with her newborn for quite some time and it is not uitilaz@iary,
1934 that she returned to the house in the tizen

| sobel in her article Daintree Memories recall ed
children [she actually had four] at the Daintree. She would have to walk to the creek, then be rowed

down to the Daintree wharf, then she would haveotrdh the boat, either the Daintree or the Echo,

whichever one was there, and go down to the Port Douglas hospital. My father always said that these

were her holidays.

My twin sisters Rita and Phyllis, were the last babies to be born in the Port DooglaisaH The

hospital was closed down the day before they were born, but because there was a very sick patient, the
doctor and matron stayed and kept mum there so she could go to Mossman with them the next day.
When they arrived at Mossman the next daytthei ns wer e the first twins i/

Burton Borregard was very proud of all hi
children and had a soft spot for twins Ritg
and Phyllis Photo courtesy Burt Johnson
album.
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