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Left the Tay Bridge Station Dundee 7-20 am on Monday morning the 26th of February 1883. 
We arrived at the Standard Hotel GLASGOW on Monday 25th.Feb and expected to sail on 
Wednesday 28th. But as the ship was not ready, we remained in the Hotel until Thursday 
the 1st of March. We had an early breakfast and got on board the Steamer DRUMEDARY 
with all our small luggage. We were taken down to Greenock and landed along side the ship 
MAULESDEN and got aboard, examined, got the number of our berths and were expecting 
our dinner which unluckily we got after waiting before 6o'clock, which served both as our 
dinner and supper. After the DRUMEDARY left us, we were taken in tow by a fine powerful 
steam tug, which kept with us until Saturday at half past one pm, bringing back a number of 
letters for our friends. In fact it was the last thread that bound us to Auld SCOTLAND. 

Severed, we then set sail and went dashing through in fine style. We saw 5 different vessels 
on Saturday. Weather was fine but sea rolling a little, then getting on deck on Sunday 
morning work was going on very busy amongst the sails, it being pretty rough. We saw 
another 5 vessels and spoke to one of them, which was close alongside. It continued very 
rough all Sunday night, and Monday the same. 

We entered the Bay of Biscay on Sunday about 4 o'clock in the afternoon. It was very rough 
and suffered several heavy seas, one man being rather severely hurt, being dashed up against 
bulwarks and having a number of his teeth knocked out. Several others got a good drenching 
at times. About 3pm on Monday we saw a fine specimen of a shark or dolphin which kept 
along side for a considerable time, diving and skimming along the surface. About 8pm we went 
to our hammock still rolling heavily and fearing a storm. Yards were squared and we dashed 
along like the mail. 

Tuesday morning got up about 7-30 after a very rough night. Made from 13 to 15 knots an hour 
all night. At nine o'clock we were on the Spanish Coast off Cape Findesteri. Still blowing 
heavily and ship rolling at the same time, the weather was warm and a good many of the 
invalids were beginning to get out of bed again after their sea sickness which was very 
prevalent during the day. Some heavy seas were shipped causing a good deal of fun at 
times. At 12 o'clock the log registered 323 miles for the last 24 hours being then about 300 
miles off the coast of PORTUGAL. 

7 .30pm still blowing heavily and ship rolling, saw 4 vessels during the day and shot past one 
like a bird, soon leaving it unseen in the distance. 8:30pm went to bed and had a very restless 
night of it, vessel rolling heavily all night . Wednesday morning still pretty stormy, shipped 
some heavy seas, shortened canvas. Gradually got smoother and we got on full sail and soon 
passed a number of ships in full sail which were scarcely visible in the morning and by 10 
o'clock they 
were aif left behind us. None had the least chance with the MAULESDEN. 

We had a dinner of salt beef and duff and by all the duff dozes I ever saw, it crowned. 
Some had it made up like Mortar and others like lead and the bags as full as meet and tie 
and when dinnertime came the ones that were not burst were burned black and some had to 
be cut open and were quite claggy. We enjoyed ours very well as we had it baked and done 
in a dish in the oven like a bun, and dined on deck heartily, but was interrupted by a heavy 
shower which happily soon was over and we had a fine afternoon. 






































